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CORRECTION 

"The Means of Grace i n  Scr ip tu re ,  the  Confessions 
and Luther" 

which w a s  published i n  Volume IIV, No. 4 i s s u e  
of the  Lutheran Synod Quarterly. Page 2 ,  l i n e  13 
"slothes" should read "~10 thes" ;  Page 27,  Par. 2 ,  
l i n e  6 "consecration of words" should read "ccn-- 
sec ra t ion  o r  wordsrt; and Page 35, Par. 3 ,  l i n e  2 
"head" should read "heed." Page 2 6 ,  last  para- 
graph, s u b s t i t u t e  the  phrase "the sacramental 
ac t ion ,  t h a t  is  from the  consecrat ion by the  words 
of i n s t i t u t i o n  u n t i l  a l l  have communed, and t h e  
ce lebra t ion is ended," f o r  the  phrase "the a c t  of 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  and the  reception by the  communicant." 

- - M. R. Dale 

THE WC'PIIIEJE OF W D q S  PROVIDENCE 

" I f  the-re i s  an almighty God who r u l e s  t h i s  
world and con t ro l s  t h e  affairs  cf nen w i t 1 1  loving 
concern f o r  their welfgre,  why i s  the re  s o  much 
e v i l  and su f fe r ing  c ~ e r y w l ~ c r e  and a t  al: t i z c ~ ?  
Why does He permit d i s a s t e r s ,  wars, violence,  and 
wickedness t o  torr;-ient and even k i l l  m n y ?  Itfray 
does every human being, whether he is gcod o r  bad ,  
have t~ s u f f e r  a l l  k inds  of  misfs~ttrnes? l a y  do 
scme d i e  e a r l y  i n  life and o f t en  i n  a h o r r i b l e  man- 
ne r?  !i;hy are small chi ldren deprived sf t h e i r  
parents and l e f t  s t randed he lp less ly ,  and why arc 
many people f ~ r c e d  $0 suffer  years lrrf poverty o r  
inf i rmi ty?  i l o e ~  God r e a l l y  hzve conplete coritrsl 
of  everything, 3r dci th ings  !2ap?en as they des by 
chance or  beczrrse sf a bl ind fzte?? '  

Thus t h e  Rev, John PI, Weidenschilling i n t r o -  
duces the s tudy of  God's Providence i n  a Bible 
Study published i n  t h c  past  by Ccnccrd!-2 Publishing 
I-lc:lse, Such theuglnts have indeed passed t1~r0ugh 
t h z  minds of those who have attacked our blessed 
God and. H i s  teachings.  Eutssllch t h u ~ h t s  have a l so  
tomifrented believers from time ts time zs they jsur-  
neyed through t h i s  v a l e  sf  tears ,  

The Doctrines of' 60d9s  Psov ide~cc  add~esses 
such thoughts and brings t h e  Bight o f  G o P s  re -  
vealed Word t o  bear upcn then. We recognize that 
we cannot completely master t h e  sub jec t  of Divine 
Providence. For to achieve t h a t  goal ,  w e  would 
have t o  completely understand the  mind of God. But 
s h a l l  we despa i r  o f  any enlightenment on t h i s  sub- 
j ec t?  Scr ip tu re  indeed permits us  t o  discover and 
enjoy t h e  t r u t h  of  t h e  Provident ia l  Care of God. 
Rather than probe t h e  "why" of Divine Providence, 
Sc r ip tu re  enables us  t o  know t h e  "whatn of Divine 
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providence. Our design then must not  be t o  master 
the  sub jec t ,  but  r a t h e r  t o  be mastered by t h e  sub- 
j e c t .  Then our l i v e s  w i l l  be s a n c t i f i e d  as  God 
w i l l s  i n  a l l  circumstances we s h a l l  ever  encounter. 

"Divine Providence is t h a t  a c t i v i t y  of  God 
whereby He uninter ruptedly  upholds, governs, and 
d i r e c t s  t h e  world which He has crea tedt t  (P. F. 
Bente, "The Providence of  God," - THE ABIDING WORD, 
Val. 11, p. 79) .  Using t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  l e t  us 
then i n  t h e  f e a r  of God, consider t h e  Doctrine 
of  H i s  Providence. 

I. The Doctrine of  God's Providence is P la in ly  
Taught i n  Scr ip ture .  

God has revealed Himself t o  us i n  t h e  Holy 
Scr ip ture .  As  we a r e  brought t o  know H i m  through 
those Words, we a r e  permitted t o  know c e r t a i n  
th ings  about H i m .  A t  once, we meet H i m  a s  t h e  one 
and only Creator  of t h e  heaven and t h e  e a r t h  and 
a l l  t h a t  they contain.  Sc r ip tu re  summarizes t h i s  
t r u t h  when it says ,  "By fiiin were a l l  th ings  cre-  
a ted  t h a t  a r e  i n  heaven and t h a t  a r e  i n  e a r t h ,  
v i s i b l e  and i n v i s i b l e w  (Col. 1:16). A l l  th ings  
and a l l  c rea tu res  g rea t  and small a r e  thus de- 
c lared  t o  be t h e  work of God, H i s  c rea t ion .  That 
t h e  Holy T r i n i t y ,  Father,  Son, and Holy Ghost 
were each and a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Creation 
of  a l l  th ings  i s  amply demonstrated i n  Scr ip tu re .  

This Creator  has shown Himself t o  be t h e  
almighty One, Who has no l i m i t  upon H i s  a b i l i t i e s .  
He c a l l e d  Himself t h e  almighty God (Genesis 17: 1) 
and shows by H i s  a c t s  t h a t  t h e r e  is  no l i m i t  upon 
Him. Before H i m  a l l  must bow and without H i m  
nothing e x i s t s .  A l l  energy is derived from H i m .  
A l l  substances a r e  subject  t o  H i s  dominion. 

Our God has  shown Himself t o  be t h e  o m i s -  
c i e n t  God. The confession o f  S t .  Pe te r  (John 21: 
"Lord, Thou knowest a l l  things,"  summarizes t h i s  

t r u t h .  Pas t ,  p resen t ,  and f u t u r e  mat ters  a r e  known 
t o  our God. No event takes p lace  witllout H i s  knowl- 
edge of  i t ,  evcn t o  t h e  most personal events i n  t h e  
l i f e  of an individual .  Psalm 139 :1-4 says ,  "0  Lord, 
Thou h a s t  searched me and known me. Thou knowest my 
downsitting and mine upr is ing;  Thou understandest 
my thought a f a r  o f f .  Thou cornpassest my pat5  and 
my lying down, and a r t  acquainted with a l l  my ways, 
f o r  the re  i s  not a r'ord i n  my tongue, bui  l o ,  0 
Lord, Thou knot~cst  i t  altoggetker." 

Our God i s  the  omniprzsent God. The challeng- 
i.r,g and revealing quest ion of  . J e r e m i a h  23:24 dc- 
d a r e s  the  omnipresence of  God: "Can. any hide him- 
s e l f  i n  s e c r e t  places t h a t  I s h a l l  not see him? Do 
not I f i l l  heaven and ea r th?  The God of  Scr ip tu re  
shows t h a t  lie is  everpl rere  a t  the  s m e  t i r e ,  mot 
due to some loca l  manifestat ion but because of  the 
very nature of  His essence,  Tlze w a r n i ~ g  as  well as 
the  comfort of  t h i s  t r u t h  becones evident  as one 
appl ies  t h i s  t r u t h  t o  t h e  Doctrirte of Divine lirovi- 
dence . 

Our God is  t h e  benevolent God, He is  no t  
destruction-prone, but  r a t h e r  has only good in ten-  
t i o n s  rand d e s i r e s  f o r  a11 sf Iais creation, "The 
Lord is  good t o  all: and H i s  tender mercies a r e  
over a l l  IIjls w s s k s t f  (Fsalm 145 :9), Without going 
i n t o  d e t a i l ,  we wculd deem it s u f f i c i e n t  t o  apply 
t h i s  declara t ion o f  Cod's goodness tc a l l  t h c  
Providential  Care tdlich He extends t o  His creation, 
The g r e s t e s t  expression o f  t h i s  a t t r i b u t e  i s  given 
i n  God's sa lva t ion  through Jesus  C h r i s t ,  our Sav io r ,  
"God s o  loved t h e  v:osEd t h c t  He gave H i s  only- 
begotten Son, t h a t  whosoever bel ieveth  i n  H i m  should 
not per ish ,  bu t  have e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e t '  (John 3 : 36) . 

Without branching of f  i n t o  a considerat ion 
and study o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  sf Cod, we ye t  mast 
consider t h a t  t h e  Providence of  God is b e t t e r  por- 
t rayed and understood i n  t h e  l i g h t  of H i s  a t t r i b u t e s ,  
e spec ia l ly  H i s  power, omniscience, omnipresence, and 
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benevolence. If we can comprehend our God ac t ing  
according t o  these  a t t r i b u t e s ,  we can bcgin t o  
grasp t h e  meaning of H i s  Provident ia l  Care f o r  
H i s  Creation. He who made everything has a l l  t h e  
necessary a b i l i t i e s  t o  sus ta in .and  d i r e c t  H i s  
c rea t ion  i n  accord with H i s  most holy w i l l  and 
f o r  H i s  most sublime purposes. Thus we say t h a t  
t h e  Doctrine o f  God's P r o v i d e ~ ~ c e  is shown In t h e  
Scr ip tures  t o  be drawn from t h e  very nature  of 
God. 

The Providence of God shows t he  conzinuing 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t i n g  between Gcd and H i s  Creation. 
This r e la t ionsh ip  began, continues,  and cuLminates 
according t o  t h e  Word o f  God. 

When God created t h e  world and i t ' s  con- 
t e n t s ,  He did  s o  by declar ing it t o  be s o ,  c a l l i n g  
it i n t o  exis tence ,  using a Divine FIAT t o  b r ing  
it i n t o  existence.  Repeatedly, t h e  opening chap- 
t e r s  o f  Genesis t e l l  us  t h a t  i n  t h e  c rea t ion  work, 
ItGod s a i d ,  Let us  make man. . . ." With a word, 
God brought H i s  c rea t ion  i n t o  existence.  

With a word, God continues t o  s u s t a i n  and 
uphold a l l  t h a t  He has made. God descr ibes  H i m -  
s e l f  as "Upholding a l l  th ings  by t h e  word of  H i s  
poweru (Hebrews 1 : 3) . Comparing t h i s  t r u t h  with 
t h e  c rea t ion  account i n  Genesis, we note t h a t  
a f t e r  t h e  c rea t ion  was c a l l e d  i n t o  exis tence ,  t h e  
b io log ica l  l i f e  was given t h e  power t o  reproduce, 
" a f t e r  h i s  ( i t s )  kind." That upholding word was 
giving t o  t h e  created l i f e  t h e  continuing a b i l i t y  
designed and des i red  by i t s  Creator. This t r u t h  
is echoed i n  t h e  New Testament where S t .  Paul was 
inspi red  t o  t e l l  f a l l e n  mankind, !'In H i m  we l i v e ,  
and move, and have our beingt1 (Acts 17:28). 

With a word, t h e  e n t i r e  c rea t ion  o f  God 
w i l l  reach i t s  f i n a l  des t iny.  The culmination 
of  all exis tence  w i l l  be determined according t o  
t h e  word of  God. Psalm 90:3 t e l l s  us  t h a t  with 

a word, God can terminate human e a r t h l y  l i f e ,  "Thou 
tu rnes t  man t o  des t ruct ion;  and sayes t ,  Return, ye 
chi ldren of men." Believers a r e  welcomed i n t o  the  
heavenly mansions by a word, "Come, ye blessed o f  
my Father, i n h e r i t  t h e  kingdom prepared f o r  you 
from the  foundation of t h e  world" (bktthew 25:34) .  
Unbelievers a r e  dispatched t o  t h e i r  e t e r r ~ a l  doom 
a l s o  by a word from t h e i r  Creator  and Judge, 
"Depart from me, ye cursed,  i n t o  ever las t ing  f i r e ,  
prepared f o r  the  d e v i l  and h i s  angels" (klatthew 
25:41). A word from t h e  Creator  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
br ing the  created world 2nd i ts  contents  t o  t h e  
flaming des t ruc t ion  reserved f o r  it, 11 Peter  
3:5-10, 

Thus we know from the  Scr ip tu re  t h c t  God 
is  in t imate ly  connected with t h a t  which He created .  
I t  is  cor rec t  t o  speak o f  H i s  Providence. R. R. 
Caemmerer s t a t e s  it well :  "God revea l s  Ilimself 
as  the  God i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Ilis people. To them who 
do not know Iiim, He may be an enigma or  a b l ind  
f a t e  o r  a consuming f i r e .  But t o  those who know 
H i m ,  He appears t o  be,  more znd more, a Father,  
'Eut now, 0 Lord, Thou are our Father; we are 
clay ,  and Thou our p o t t e r ;  and we all a r e  the  
work of Thy hand' ( Isa iah  64 :63. But God w i l l  
not l e t  t h i s  thought of  ours ,  t h i s  i n s i g h t  o f  
H i m ,  degenerate i n t o  mere wishful thinking;  nor 
w i l l  tle p e r n i t  us ever  t o  be s a t i s f i e d  with t h e  
p i c t u r e  of an indulgent God, s t rong i n  physical  
powers, but  weak i n  t r u t h  and p u r i t y .  So it i s  
t h a t  God has revealed Himself riot only i n  phreses 
of H i s  holy men, i n  verbal  reminders of  H i s  w i l l  
and love. But He has communicated I-lirnself t o  men. '' 
(R. R. Caemmerer, "The Nature and Att r ibu tes  of 
God," - THE ABIDING WORD, Vole 11, p .  72). - 
11.  The Doctrine o f  God's Providence Goes Beyond 

the  F i n i t e  Mind of Man. 

Man's mind cannot fathom t h e  f u l l  implica- 
t i o n s  sf Divine Providence. There cont inual ly  
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necessary a b i l i t i e s  t o  sus ta in .and  d i r e c t  H i s  
c rea t ion  i n  accord with H i s  most holy w i l l  and 
f o r  H i s  most sublime purposes. Thus we say t h a t  
t h e  Doctrine o f  God's P r o v i d e ~ ~ c e  is shown In t h e  
Scr ip tures  t o  be drawn from t h e  very nature  of 
God. 

The Providence of God shows t he  conzinuing 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t i n g  between Gcd and H i s  Creation. 
This r e la t ionsh ip  began, continues,  and cuLminates 
according t o  t h e  Word o f  God. 

When God created t h e  world and i t ' s  con- 
t e n t s ,  He did  s o  by declar ing it t o  be s o ,  c a l l i n g  
it i n t o  exis tence ,  using a Divine FIAT t o  b r ing  
it i n t o  existence.  Repeatedly, t h e  opening chap- 
t e r s  o f  Genesis t e l l  us  t h a t  i n  t h e  c rea t ion  work, 
ItGod s a i d ,  Let us  make man. . . ." With a word, 
God brought H i s  c rea t ion  i n t o  existence.  

With a word, God continues t o  s u s t a i n  and 
uphold a l l  t h a t  He has made. God descr ibes  H i m -  
s e l f  as "Upholding a l l  th ings  by t h e  word of  H i s  
poweru (Hebrews 1 : 3) . Comparing t h i s  t r u t h  with 
t h e  c rea t ion  account i n  Genesis, we note t h a t  
a f t e r  t h e  c rea t ion  was c a l l e d  i n t o  exis tence ,  t h e  
b io log ica l  l i f e  was given t h e  power t o  reproduce, 
" a f t e r  h i s  ( i t s )  kind." That upholding word was 
giving t o  t h e  created l i f e  t h e  continuing a b i l i t y  
designed and des i red  by i t s  Creator. This t r u t h  
is echoed i n  t h e  New Testament where S t .  Paul was 
inspi red  t o  t e l l  f a l l e n  mankind, !'In H i m  we l i v e ,  
and move, and have our beingt1 (Acts 17:28). 

With a word, t h e  e n t i r e  c rea t ion  o f  God 
w i l l  reach i t s  f i n a l  des t iny.  The culmination 
of  all exis tence  w i l l  be determined according t o  
t h e  word of  God. Psalm 90:3 t e l l s  us  t h a t  with 

a word, God can terminate human e a r t h l y  l i f e ,  "Thou 
tu rnes t  man t o  des t ruct ion;  and sayes t ,  Return, ye 
chi ldren of men." Believers a r e  welcomed i n t o  the  
heavenly mansions by a word, "Come, ye blessed o f  
my Father, i n h e r i t  t h e  kingdom prepared f o r  you 
from the  foundation of t h e  world" (bktthew 25:34) .  
Unbelievers a r e  dispatched t o  t h e i r  e t e r r ~ a l  doom 
a l s o  by a word from t h e i r  Creator  and Judge, 
"Depart from me, ye cursed,  i n t o  ever las t ing  f i r e ,  
prepared f o r  the  d e v i l  and h i s  angels" (klatthew 
25:41). A word from t h e  Creator  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
br ing the  created world 2nd i ts  contents  t o  t h e  
flaming des t ruc t ion  reserved f o r  it, 11 Peter  
3:5-10, 

Thus we know from the  Scr ip tu re  t h c t  God 
is  in t imate ly  connected with t h a t  which He created .  
I t  is  cor rec t  t o  speak o f  H i s  Providence. R. R. 
Caemmerer s t a t e s  it well :  "God revea l s  Ilimself 
as  the  God i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Ilis people. To them who 
do not know Iiim, He may be an enigma or  a b l ind  
f a t e  o r  a consuming f i r e .  But t o  those who know 
H i m ,  He appears t o  be,  more znd more, a Father,  
'Eut now, 0 Lord, Thou are our Father; we are 
clay ,  and Thou our p o t t e r ;  and we all a r e  the  
work of Thy hand' ( Isa iah  64 :63. But God w i l l  
not l e t  t h i s  thought of  ours ,  t h i s  i n s i g h t  o f  
H i m ,  degenerate i n t o  mere wishful thinking;  nor 
w i l l  tle p e r n i t  us ever  t o  be s a t i s f i e d  with t h e  
p i c t u r e  of an indulgent God, s t rong i n  physical  
powers, but  weak i n  t r u t h  and p u r i t y .  So it i s  
t h a t  God has revealed Himself riot only i n  phreses 
of H i s  holy men, i n  verbal  reminders of  H i s  w i l l  
and love. But He has communicated I-lirnself t o  men. '' 
(R. R. Caemmerer, "The Nature and Att r ibu tes  of 
God," - THE ABIDING WORD, Vole 11, p .  72). - 
11.  The Doctrine o f  God's Providence Goes Beyond 

the  F i n i t e  Mind of Man. 

Man's mind cannot fathom t h e  f u l l  implica- 
t i o n s  sf Divine Providence. There cont inual ly  



a r i s e s  a mult i tude of  quest ions regarding t h e  l i f e  
of  man on e a r t h  which b a f f l e s  the  mind. Endeavor- 
ing t o  explain it a l l  br ings  men t o  g rea t  e r r o r  
and t o  subject ive  opinions which a r e  n e i t h e r  cor- 
s e c t  nor conclusive. 

P a r t i c u l a r l y  whcn the  s i n s  o f  man a r e  con- 
s idered,  t h e  mind of man stumbles a t  t h e  concept 
of Providence. Crime and v i c e  abocnd i n  thought, 
word, and deed. Man r e f l e c t s  upon these  circurn- 
s tances  and then i n  the  name of Providence blames 
God f o r  a l l  t h e  problems, arguing something l i k e  
t h i s  : "If God is s o  powerful, knowledgeable, 
present ,  and considerate,  why doesn ' t  He do some- 
th ing  t o  prevent these  condit ions from abounding? 
Because He apparently doesn ' t  prevent i t ,  He is 
responsible  f o r  t h i s  e v i l  . I 1  

P. F. Bente brings S c r i p t u r a l  l i g h t  on 
t h i s  problem i n  h i s  essay,  "The Providence of 
God. f 1  Reminding us  o f  the  r e a l i t y  of s i n ,  hc  says ,  
"There is  i n  men a power of  w i l l  and an emotional 
urge which constant ly  d i r e c t s  i n t o  e v i l  channels 
t h e  energy t h a t  God furnishes  through the  food we 
e a t ,  t h e  a i r  we breathe ,  and t h e  operat ion o f  the  
glands t h a t  pour hormones i n t o  the  blood stream" 
(THE ABIDING WORD, Vol. 11,  p.  100). He contin-  - - 
ues,  !What God suppl ies  when men commit s i n  is  
only t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  ac t ion  - t h a t  they th ink ,  
t h a t  they see ,  l i f e  t h e i r  hands, discharge t h e  
revolver.  God does not  work along i n  d e t e m i n i n g  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  a c t  takes  - t h a t  they think 
blasphemy, look a t  indecent p ic tu res ,  aim t h e  
revolver a t  an enemy. Theologians c a l l  t h e  former 
t h e  mater ia le  o f  ac t ion;  t h e  l a t t e r ,  the  formale. 
God suppl ies  t h e  mater ia le ,  which i n  i t s e l f  is 
n e i t h e r  good nor  e v i l ;  men supply t h e  furmale, 
which gives character  t o  the  a c t i v i t y  ," (op . c i t  . , 
p. 102). He warns us  about attempting t o  give a 
more extended explanation o f  such- matters .  "Any 
attempt t o  go f a r t h e r  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a den ia l  o f  
one of t h e  following Scr ip tu re  teachings : 1) God 

cooperates i n  a l l  a c t s .  We dare  not  deny t h a t ,  for  
Acts 17:28 declares  of a l l  men, including th ieves  
and murderers, e t c . ,  t h a t  i n  God 'we l i v e  2nd move 
and have our being. '  2) God does not  tempt anyone 
t o  e v i l ,  but  every man is  tempted when he i s  drawn 
away o f  h i s  own l u s t  and ent iced (Janes 1 : 13, 14) . 
3) Not God, but man perver ts  t h e  God-given power 
t o  a c t  t o  e v i l  ends. "Unto t h e  wicked Cod s a i t h  
. . . thou g ives t  thy mouth t o  e v i l ,  and thy  tongue - 
frameth dece i t .  Thou s i t t rs t  and speakest agains t  
thy brother ;  t h o u T 1 a n d e r e s t  t h i n e  otin mother I s - 
son. These th ings  has t  thou done1' (Paslm 50:16-21). 
Cop. c i t . ,  py. 102, 103). 

In d iscuss ing t h e  quest ion ''Does God permit 
men t o  sin?", D r .  F. Pieper quotes Acts 14:16, 
"Who i n  times p a s t  suffered a l l  na t ions  t o  walk i n  
t h c i r  own ways , I r  and then comments : "The phrase : 
'God permits men t o  s i n 1  i s  the re fo re  not  subject  
t o  c r i t i c i s m .  It  is based on Scr ipture .  But t h i s  
does not  f u l l y  descr ibe  God's a c t i v i t y  i n  conriection 
with t h e  s i n s  o f  menft (F. Picper,  Ck!I?ISTIAN DOG- 

I_---- -. - 
MATICS, 0 1  I,  p .  491j .  

?he s i n f u l  condit ions and a c t s  o f  man a r e  not  
t h e  only a rea  where t h e  f i n i t e  mind of rr.an has en- 
countered insu~~i .oun tab le  d i f g i c u l t y .  Man's l imited 
mind and perception has i n  i t s  s i n f u l  s t a t e  invefited 
a l l  manner of excuses f c r  denying t h e  Providence of 
God. The evolutionary explaxation f o r  t h e  pheno~ena 
o f  nature  is a case where ins tead  of seeing the  
c rea t ive  work o f  God continued through l i i  s Provi - 
d e n t i a l  Care, man has iilstead given a l l  c r e d i t  t o  
the  powers and laws o f  nature ,  without r e a l i z i n g  
t h a t  s a i d  powers and laws a r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  powers 
and laws of God working as  H i s  Providence continues 
f a i t h f u l l y .  I n s t i n c t ,  reason and t r i a l -and-e r ro r  
a r e  credi ted  with a b i l i t i e s  which a r e  properly re -  
posing i n  the  e t e r n a l  wisdom a c t i v e  through Divine 
Providence. 

Instead o f  suggest ing a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  
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& i l i t y  of  Divine Providence, man should,  when 
contemplating Providecce, s tand  i n  i l u ~ b l e  awe o f  
God. 'gfasughtful observa t ion  and cons idera t ion  cf 
a l l  events  o f  l i f e ,  lead ts a deeper r e s p e c t ,  a 
more thought fu l  outlook and a dependent s p i r i t  
wi th in  man f o r  t h e  P rov iden t i a l  Care which God 
has f o r  a l l  H i s  C F ~ ~ ~ U F Q S ,  DF, Luther was kcen 
ts know t h i s  from t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and he e l squzn t ly  
expressed it i n  a serrr.oii o f  J u l y  1 4 ,  1537, based 
upon John 1 : 3-5 : 'skiereby John shows not  only that 
Chr i s t  i s  Cod and was forever and foxever ,  from 
e t e r n i t y ,  be fo re  t h e  beginning sf t h e  world and 
a l l  t h i n g s ,  but  t h a t  God xo t  only c rea t ed  t h e  
world and a l l  c r e a t u r e s  by t h e  Word, H i s  only- 
begotten Son and d iv ine  Wisdom, bu t  a l s o  con- 
s t a n t l y ,  t o  t h e  end o f  tile world, governs and sus-  
t a i n s  them by H i m ;  t h a t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  Son o f  God 
i s  Cocreator o f  heaven and e a r t h  with t h e  Father .  
God, however, i s  n o t  a blaster who a c t s  a s  a ca r -  
pen te r  o r  b u i l d e r  docs,  who, when he  has  prepared,  
f i n i s h e d ,  and completed a house, s h i p ,  o r  any 
s t r u c t u r e  whatever, l e t s  t h e  house s t and  f o r  i t s  
master  t o  l i v e  i n  o r  t u r n s  t h e  s h i p  over  t o  t h e  
boatman and t h e  crew t o  s a i l  across  t h e  s e a  i n  i t ,  
while  he ,  t h e  b u i l d e r ,  l eaves  and goes wherever he 
p l eases .  This is  what a l l  o t h e r  craftsmen do. 
When they have f in i shed  t h e i r  work and product ,  
l e t t i n g  it stand a s  long a s  i t  can. Not s o  h e r e ,  
bu t  God t h e  Father  has  begun and f in i shed  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h ings  through Iiis Word and con- 
s t a n t l y  s u s t a i n s  i t  by t h i s  same Word. IIe s t a y s  
with t h e  work He has  c rea t ed  u n t i l  He no longer  
wants it t o  e x i s t .  This  is  why C h r i s t  says  
(John 5 : 17) : 'My Father  worketh h i t .her to ,  and I 
work.' For j u s t  a s  He has  c rea t ed  us  without  
any cooperat ion and a b i l i t y  on our  p a r t ,  s o  we 
cannot preserve  ourse lves .  Therefore a s  heaven, 
e a r t h ,  sun,  moon, s t a r s ,  men, and every th ing  were 
c rea t ed  by t h e  Word i n  t h e  beginning, s o  they  a r e  
a l s o  governed and sus t a ined  by it i n  a marvelous 
manner." (E. M. P l a s s ,  WHAT LUTHER SAYS, #3677).  - 

111 .  The Doctrine .of t h e  Providence of  God 
G l o r i f i e s  God. 

The g lo ry  o f  God is  r e f l e c t e d  i n  God's 
governing and preserv ing  a c t i v i t y .  The inanimate 
works of  God deinonstrate t h a t  t h e  happenings which 
take  p l ace  i n  them a r e  t h e  works o f  God. ?he Book 
of Job r evea l s  t h a t  t hese  p o r t i o n s  o f  God's c r e -  
a t i o n  respond t o  Ifis w i r l  and d e s i r e  f o r  the;;l: 
tt\\%ich rcmoveth t h e  mountains, and they  know n o t :  
which over turne th  then  i n  Iiis anger.  If71ich shakcth 
t h e  e a r t h  out  of  h e r  p l ace ,  and t h e  p i l l a r s  t he reo f  
t remble.  Which co~mandeth t h e  sun,  ar.d it r i s e t h  
no t ;  and s e a l e t h  up t h e  s t a r s .  I\'llich alone spread- 
e th  out  t h e  heavens, and t r eade th  upon t h e  waves of 
t h e  sea .  Which maketh Archturus, Orion, 2nd 
Ple iades ,  and t h e  chambers o f  t h e  south .  It'hich 
do?th g r e a t  t h ings  p a s t  f i nd ing  o u t ;  yea,  and won- 
de r s  without nu%berTt (Job 9 5 - 1 0 )  . ?'he works of 
t h e  seasons and r\leatller p a t t e r n s  a r e  descr ibed  i n  
S c r i p t u r e  a s  t h e  w o ~ k s  o f  God: "f:e sendetli f o r t h  
His commandment upon e a r t h :  15s xord runneth very  
s w i f t l y .  Iie g ive th  snow l i k e  wool: IIc s ca t t e re t f r  
t h e  h o a r f r o s t  l i k c  ashes ,  lie c a s t e t h  f o r t h  Itis 
i c e  l i k e  inorsels:  who can s t and  be fo re  H i s  co ld?  
We sendeth out  Ilis word, and me1 t e t h  them: He 
causeth Iiis wind t o  blow, and t h e  waters  f1cwH 
(Psalm 147 :15-18). 

me b o t a n i c a l  l i f e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  Providence 
o f  God and shows f o r t h  H i s  g lory .  Tile Savior  and 
Preserver  of  a l l  l i f e  drew our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
l i l i e s  of  t h e  f i c l d  2nd t h e  g ras s  o f  t h e  f i c l d  i n  
t h e  Sernlon on t h e  i-lount (Matthew 6 :26-30) and t o l d  
us t h a t  God c l o t h e s  it. Psalm 104 inc ludes  a 
b e a u t i f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  workings o f  t h e  p l a n t -  
world and a s c r i b e s  it a l l  t o  t h e  workings o f  Cod: 
"He causeth t h e  g ras s  t o  grow f o r  t h e  c a t t l e ,  and 
herb f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  men: t h a t  he may b r i n g  
f o r t h  food ou t  of  t h e  e a r t h ;  and wine t h a t  maketh 
g lad  t h e  h e a r t  o f  man, and o i l  t o  make h i s  f ace  
sh ine ,  and bread which s t r eng thene th  man's h e z r t  . 



& i l i t y  of  Divine Providence, man should,  when 
contemplating Providecce, s tand  i n  i l u ~ b l e  awe o f  
God. 'gfasughtful observa t ion  and cons idera t ion  cf 
a l l  events  o f  l i f e ,  lead ts a deeper r e s p e c t ,  a 
more thought fu l  outlook and a dependent s p i r i t  
wi th in  man f o r  t h e  P rov iden t i a l  Care which God 
has f o r  a l l  H i s  C F ~ ~ ~ U F Q S ,  DF, Luther was kcen 
ts know t h i s  from t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and he e l squzn t ly  
expressed it i n  a serrr.oii o f  J u l y  1 4 ,  1537, based 
upon John 1 : 3-5 : 'skiereby John shows not  only that 
Chr i s t  i s  Cod and was forever and foxever ,  from 
e t e r n i t y ,  be fo re  t h e  beginning sf t h e  world and 
a l l  t h i n g s ,  but  t h a t  God xo t  only c rea t ed  t h e  
world and a l l  c r e a t u r e s  by t h e  Word, H i s  only- 
begotten Son and d iv ine  Wisdom, bu t  a l s o  con- 
s t a n t l y ,  t o  t h e  end o f  tile world, governs and sus-  
t a i n s  them by H i m ;  t h a t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  Son o f  God 
i s  Cocreator o f  heaven and e a r t h  with t h e  Father .  
God, however, i s  n o t  a blaster who a c t s  a s  a ca r -  
pen te r  o r  b u i l d e r  docs,  who, when he  has  prepared,  
f i n i s h e d ,  and completed a house, s h i p ,  o r  any 
s t r u c t u r e  whatever, l e t s  t h e  house s t and  f o r  i t s  
master  t o  l i v e  i n  o r  t u r n s  t h e  s h i p  over  t o  t h e  
boatman and t h e  crew t o  s a i l  across  t h e  s e a  i n  i t ,  
while  he ,  t h e  b u i l d e r ,  l eaves  and goes wherever he 
p l eases .  This is  what a l l  o t h e r  craftsmen do. 
When they have f in i shed  t h e i r  work and product ,  
l e t t i n g  it stand a s  long a s  i t  can. Not s o  h e r e ,  
bu t  God t h e  Father  has  begun and f in i shed  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h ings  through Iiis Word and con- 
s t a n t l y  s u s t a i n s  i t  by t h i s  same Word. IIe s t a y s  
with t h e  work He has  c rea t ed  u n t i l  He no longer  
wants it t o  e x i s t .  This  is  why C h r i s t  says  
(John 5 : 17) : 'My Father  worketh h i t .her to ,  and I 
work.' For j u s t  a s  He has  c rea t ed  us  without  
any cooperat ion and a b i l i t y  on our  p a r t ,  s o  we 
cannot preserve  ourse lves .  Therefore a s  heaven, 
e a r t h ,  sun,  moon, s t a r s ,  men, and every th ing  were 
c rea t ed  by t h e  Word i n  t h e  beginning, s o  they  a r e  
a l s o  governed and sus t a ined  by it i n  a marvelous 
manner." (E. M. P l a s s ,  WHAT LUTHER SAYS, #3677).  - 

111 .  The Doctrine .of t h e  Providence of  God 
G l o r i f i e s  God. 

The g lo ry  o f  God is  r e f l e c t e d  i n  God's 
governing and preserv ing  a c t i v i t y .  The inanimate 
works of  God deinonstrate t h a t  t h e  happenings which 
take  p l ace  i n  them a r e  t h e  works o f  God. ?he Book 
of Job r evea l s  t h a t  t hese  p o r t i o n s  o f  God's c r e -  
a t i o n  respond t o  Ifis w i r l  and d e s i r e  f o r  the;;l: 
tt\\%ich rcmoveth t h e  mountains, and they  know n o t :  
which over turne th  then  i n  Iiis anger.  If71ich shakcth 
t h e  e a r t h  out  of  h e r  p l ace ,  and t h e  p i l l a r s  t he reo f  
t remble.  Which co~mandeth t h e  sun,  ar.d it r i s e t h  
no t ;  and s e a l e t h  up t h e  s t a r s .  I\'llich alone spread- 
e th  out  t h e  heavens, and t r eade th  upon t h e  waves of 
t h e  sea .  Which maketh Archturus, Orion, 2nd 
Ple iades ,  and t h e  chambers o f  t h e  south .  It'hich 
do?th g r e a t  t h ings  p a s t  f i nd ing  o u t ;  yea,  and won- 
de r s  without nu%berTt (Job 9 5 - 1 0 )  . ?'he works of 
t h e  seasons and r\leatller p a t t e r n s  a r e  descr ibed  i n  
S c r i p t u r e  a s  t h e  w o ~ k s  o f  God: "f:e sendetli f o r t h  
His commandment upon e a r t h :  15s xord runneth very  
s w i f t l y .  Iie g ive th  snow l i k e  wool: IIc s ca t t e re t f r  
t h e  h o a r f r o s t  l i k c  ashes ,  lie c a s t e t h  f o r t h  Itis 
i c e  l i k e  inorsels:  who can s t and  be fo re  H i s  co ld?  
We sendeth out  Ilis word, and me1 t e t h  them: He 
causeth Iiis wind t o  blow, and t h e  waters  f1cwH 
(Psalm 147 :15-18). 

me b o t a n i c a l  l i f e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  Providence 
o f  God and shows f o r t h  H i s  g lory .  Tile Savior  and 
Preserver  of  a l l  l i f e  drew our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
l i l i e s  of  t h e  f i c l d  2nd t h e  g ras s  o f  t h e  f i c l d  i n  
t h e  Sernlon on t h e  i-lount (Matthew 6 :26-30) and t o l d  
us t h a t  God c l o t h e s  it. Psalm 104 inc ludes  a 
b e a u t i f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  workings o f  t h e  p l a n t -  
world and a s c r i b e s  it a l l  t o  t h e  workings o f  Cod: 
"He causeth t h e  g ras s  t o  grow f o r  t h e  c a t t l e ,  and 
herb f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  men: t h a t  he may b r i n g  
f o r t h  food ou t  of  t h e  e a r t h ;  and wine t h a t  maketh 
g lad  t h e  h e a r t  o f  man, and o i l  t o  make h i s  f ace  
sh ine ,  and bread which s t r eng thene th  man's h e z r t  . 



The t r e e s  s f  t h e  Lord a r e  f u l l  o f  sap; t h e  cedars son of  her  womb? Yea, they may fo rge t ,  ye t  w i l l  I 

of Lebiunon, which Me hath p l a t e d ;  Where the  b i r d s  not  forget  thee" ( Isa iah  49:15). 

make t h e i r  n e s t s :  a s  f o r  t h e  s t o r k ,  t h e  f i r  trees 
a r e  h e r  housew (Psalm 104 : 14-1n ). 

This doc t r ine  o f  God's Providence i s  a source 
of g lory  t o  t h e  God who cont inual ly  upholds a l l  t h a t  

Avian l i f e  i s  placed a l s o  under the  Provi- 
d e n t i a l  Care s f  God. From t h e  lesson sf t h e  
sparrow and the  care it receives  from God comes 
one o f  t h e  most comforting and assuring statements 
of  our Savior conce~ning  our co~mtinuing care :  
"Are not two sparrows sold  f o r  a Earthing? and 
one of  them s h a l l  not  f a l l  on t h c  ground without 
your Father. But the  very h a i r s  o f  your head a r e  
a l l  numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye a r e  of 
more value than %any sparrowsn (Matthew 1099-313. 

He has made. A s  God made t h e  world f b r  Ifis glory ,  
so  a l s o  Hc preserves it  f o r  H i s  g l o r i f i c a t i o n .  
Psalm 148 c a l l s  f o r  a l l  the  works of God's c r e a t i c x  
t o  p r a i s e  H i m .  Cer ta in ly  a review of His Providcn- 
t i a l  Care deepens the  sense i n  which these  praises 
a re  echoed from every s tone ,  b i r d ,  f i s h ,  animal, 
and man. 

Animal-life f inds  i t s e l f  under the  Provi- 
dence o f  God, God says,  "Every beas t  of  the  
f o r e s t  i s  mine, and the  c a t t l e  upon a thousand 
h i l l s ,  I know a l l  t h e  fowls of t h e  mountains: 
and the  wild beas t s  of t h e  f i e l d  a r e  mine" (Psalm 
50:10, 11).  This ownership includes Provident ia l  
Care as  another Psalm declares :  "tie giveth t o  t h e  
beast h i s  food, and t o  t h e  young ravens which cry" 
(Psalm 147 : 9) . 

The human race  is  espec ia l ly  s ingled out  i n  
Scr ip tu re  a s  being urider the  Provident ia l  Care of 
God, both the  be l i evers  a s  well  a s  t h e  unbelievers.  
"He maketh H i s  sun t o  r i s e  on t h e  e v i l  and on t h e  
good, and sendeth r a i n  on t h e  j u s t  and on the  un- 
jus t"  (Fiatthew 5:45). Especial ly does God ca re  f o r  
those who bel ieve  i n  H i m .  "He c a l l e t h  H i s  own sheep 
by name" says our Savior i n  John 10:3. God warns 
those who a t t ack  H i s  own, t h a t  they a r e  a t tacking 
H i m ,  "For he t h a t  toucheth you toucheth the  apple 
of H i s  eye" (Zachariah 2 :8). He promises, "The 
angel of t h e  Lord encampeth round about them that 
f e a r  H i m ,  and de l ive re th  them" (Psalm 34 : 7 ) .  God 
p i c t u r e s  H i s  ca re  f o r  H i s  own i n  a tender  and emo- 
t i o n a l  comparison, "Can a woman forget  h e r  sucking 
c h i l d ,  t h a t  she should not  have compassion on the  

JV. The Doctrine of God's Providence has Great 
P rac t i ca l  Value f o r  The Church and t h e  
Shepherds of God's Flock. 

As  redeemed s inners  serving redeemed s inners ,  
we pas tors  a r e  ca l l ed  t o  s e n r e  people enduring a l l  
manner of hardships,  sorrow, misery, and su f fe r ing .  
The pas to ra l  minis t ry  br ings  us face  t o  face with 
the  unpleasant r e a l i t i e s  of  f a l l e n  m m  i n  a f a l l e n  
world. We must hold f o r t h  t h e  l i g h t  of  Godf s 
t r u t h  i n  a world where atheism, deism, i d o l a t r y ,  
angel-worship and o the r  perversions endeavor t o  
d e t r a c t  from t h e  Provident ia l  Care and work of 
God. A s  we teach and t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  Provident ia l  
Care of God we ccunter  such enemies of God and 
H i s  Truth w i t f a  t he  e t e r n a l  f a c t :  "1 hzve loved 
thee  with an ever las t ing  love : the re fo re  with 
loving kindness have 1 drawn thecl '  (Jeremiah. 31: 3 ) .  
We a r e  pr iv i leged t o  remind people guzzled with 
t h e i r  problem of  t h e  insp i red  testimony o f  Joseph 
who declared:  "Ye thought e v i l  agains t  me: but  Gocl 
meant it unto good, t o  br ing t o  pass ,  as  it is  
t h i s  day, t o  save much people a l i v e t i  (Genesis 50: 
20) . Amid t h e  constant  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  of l i f e ,  we 
can conf ident ly .point  God's t r i e d  chi ldren t o  the  
confidence He gave David who s a i d ,  v+My t i m e s  a r e  
i n  Thy hand" (Psalm 3 l : lS ) .  Against t h e  background 
of God's Providence, we can encourage troubled souls, 
"Casting a l l  your ca re  upon Him, f o r  He care th  f c r  
you" (I Pe te r  5 :7) .  The testimony o f  Scr ip tu re  



The t r e e s  s f  t h e  Lord a r e  f u l l  o f  sap; t h e  cedars son of  her  womb? Yea, they may fo rge t ,  ye t  w i l l  I 

of Lebiunon, which Me hath p l a t e d ;  Where the  b i r d s  not  forget  thee" ( Isa iah  49:15). 

make t h e i r  n e s t s :  a s  f o r  t h e  s t o r k ,  t h e  f i r  trees 
a r e  h e r  housew (Psalm 104 : 14-1n ). 

This doc t r ine  o f  God's Providence i s  a source 
of g lory  t o  t h e  God who cont inual ly  upholds a l l  t h a t  

Avian l i f e  i s  placed a l s o  under the  Provi- 
d e n t i a l  Care s f  God. From t h e  lesson sf t h e  
sparrow and the  care it receives  from God comes 
one o f  t h e  most comforting and assuring statements 
of  our Savior conce~ning  our co~mtinuing care :  
"Are not two sparrows sold  f o r  a Earthing? and 
one of  them s h a l l  not  f a l l  on t h c  ground without 
your Father. But the  very h a i r s  o f  your head a r e  
a l l  numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye a r e  of 
more value than %any sparrowsn (Matthew 1099-313. 

He has made. A s  God made t h e  world f b r  Ifis glory ,  
so  a l s o  Hc preserves it  f o r  H i s  g l o r i f i c a t i o n .  
Psalm 148 c a l l s  f o r  a l l  the  works of God's c r e a t i c x  
t o  p r a i s e  H i m .  Cer ta in ly  a review of His Providcn- 
t i a l  Care deepens the  sense i n  which these  praises 
a re  echoed from every s tone ,  b i r d ,  f i s h ,  animal, 
and man. 

Animal-life f inds  i t s e l f  under the  Provi- 
dence o f  God, God says,  "Every beas t  of  the  
f o r e s t  i s  mine, and the  c a t t l e  upon a thousand 
h i l l s ,  I know a l l  t h e  fowls of t h e  mountains: 
and the  wild beas t s  of t h e  f i e l d  a r e  mine" (Psalm 
50:10, 11).  This ownership includes Provident ia l  
Care as  another Psalm declares :  "tie giveth t o  t h e  
beast h i s  food, and t o  t h e  young ravens which cry" 
(Psalm 147 : 9) . 

The human race  is  espec ia l ly  s ingled out  i n  
Scr ip tu re  a s  being urider the  Provident ia l  Care of 
God, both the  be l i evers  a s  well  a s  t h e  unbelievers.  
"He maketh H i s  sun t o  r i s e  on t h e  e v i l  and on t h e  
good, and sendeth r a i n  on t h e  j u s t  and on the  un- 
jus t"  (Fiatthew 5:45). Especial ly does God ca re  f o r  
those who bel ieve  i n  H i m .  "He c a l l e t h  H i s  own sheep 
by name" says our Savior i n  John 10:3. God warns 
those who a t t ack  H i s  own, t h a t  they a r e  a t tacking 
H i m ,  "For he t h a t  toucheth you toucheth the  apple 
of H i s  eye" (Zachariah 2 :8). He promises, "The 
angel of t h e  Lord encampeth round about them that 
f e a r  H i m ,  and de l ive re th  them" (Psalm 34 : 7 ) .  God 
p i c t u r e s  H i s  ca re  f o r  H i s  own i n  a tender  and emo- 
t i o n a l  comparison, "Can a woman forget  h e r  sucking 
c h i l d ,  t h a t  she should not  have compassion on the  

JV. The Doctrine of God's Providence has Great 
P rac t i ca l  Value f o r  The Church and t h e  
Shepherds of God's Flock. 

As  redeemed s inners  serving redeemed s inners ,  
we pas tors  a r e  ca l l ed  t o  s e n r e  people enduring a l l  
manner of hardships,  sorrow, misery, and su f fe r ing .  
The pas to ra l  minis t ry  br ings  us face  t o  face with 
the  unpleasant r e a l i t i e s  of  f a l l e n  m m  i n  a f a l l e n  
world. We must hold f o r t h  t h e  l i g h t  of  Godf s 
t r u t h  i n  a world where atheism, deism, i d o l a t r y ,  
angel-worship and o the r  perversions endeavor t o  
d e t r a c t  from t h e  Provident ia l  Care and work of 
God. A s  we teach and t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  Provident ia l  
Care of God we ccunter  such enemies of God and 
H i s  Truth w i t f a  t he  e t e r n a l  f a c t :  "1 hzve loved 
thee  with an ever las t ing  love : the re fo re  with 
loving kindness have 1 drawn thecl '  (Jeremiah. 31: 3 ) .  
We a r e  pr iv i leged t o  remind people guzzled with 
t h e i r  problem of  t h e  insp i red  testimony o f  Joseph 
who declared:  "Ye thought e v i l  agains t  me: but  Gocl 
meant it unto good, t o  br ing t o  pass ,  as  it is  
t h i s  day, t o  save much people a l i v e t i  (Genesis 50: 
20) . Amid t h e  constant  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  of l i f e ,  we 
can conf ident ly .point  God's t r i e d  chi ldren t o  the  
confidence He gave David who s a i d ,  v+My t i m e s  a r e  
i n  Thy hand" (Psalm 3 l : lS ) .  Against t h e  background 
of God's Providence, we can encourage troubled souls, 
"Casting a l l  your ca re  upon Him, f o r  He care th  f c r  
you" (I Pe te r  5 :7) .  The testimony o f  Scr ip tu re  



enables us  t o  a f f f m  without doubt: "We know t h a t  
a l l  th ings  work together  f o r  good t o  them t h a t  
love God, t o  them who a r e  the  c a l l e d  according t o  
H i s  purposeq9 (Romans 8 : 28) . 

Ilae Providence of God glves us the  frame- 
work within which t o  teach a God-pleasing steward- 
s h i p  o f  l i f e .  God who created  a l l ,  owns a l l ,  and 
governs a l l  according t o  the  purposes of His own 
h e a r t ,  has given us a l i f e  t o  l i v e  here on ea r th  
which, when f ived i n  accord with His p r i n c i p l e s ,  
w i i l  s a t i s f y  both our hman temporal needs we 
well a s  promote H i s  causes. There i s  no place  
i n  t h e  Providence of God f o r  a passive fa ta l i sm,  
as  though a l l  th ings  a r e  going t o  happec even 
though we do nothing regaxling them. Conunenting 
on Matthew 6:34 (:'Take the re fo re  no thought f o r  
the  morrow: f o r  the  morrow s h a l l  take  thought f o r  
t h e  th ings  of i t s e l f .  S u f f i c i e n t  unto t h e  day i s  
t h e  e v i l  thereof .  ") , D r .  Luther s a i d ,  "He (God) 
does not want those e i t h e r  who, as  lazy,  gormand- 
i z ing  b e l l i e s ,  shun both ca re  and work, who a c t  
a s  i f  they had only t o  s i t  by and wait u n t i l  God 
l e t s  a roas ted  goose f l y  i n t o  t h e i r  mouths. But 
He commands us  honest ly t o  exer t  ourselves and t o  
work. ?"hen He w i l l  be t h e r e  with H i s  b l ess ing ,  
and He w i l l  g ive us  enoughu (E. bI .  Plass ,  op. c i t . ,  
R3682) . 

The Providence of God graciously grants  a 
day of  sa lva t ion  f o r  t h e  f a l l e n  human race .  God 
enables f a l l e n  men t o  l i v e ,  breathe ,  a c t ,  and 
survive i n  order t h a t  h e  may become t h e  benef i -  
c i a r y  of t h e  saving mer i ts  of Chr i s t .  The very 
God who prescribed t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  c a p i t a l  pun- 

l y  spared t h e  f i r s t  murderer, 
en He permits  man t o  pe rpe t ra te  e v i l  

condoning those  e v i l  deeds by 
them, but  is  giving y e t  a chance f o r  t h e  

o f  t h a t  soul  behind those e v i l  deeds. 
e c t ,  we could consider t h e  Providence 

a c t  o f  grace. Remembering t h i s  t r u t h ,  

- 12 - 

we have a very sanct i fy ing influence upon our pas- 
t o r a l  ministry.  

The h i s t o r y  of  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Church on ea r th  
is a testimony t o  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  Providence of 
God. History reveals  a church which has been 
troubled,  buffe ted ,  challenged, threatened,  and 
so re ly  t r i e d .  We search i n  vain  t o  f ind  long 
periods of church h i s t o r y  where t h e r e  has been 
heavenly peace and accord. A t  t imes, we may 
despai r  and f e e l  t h a t  it is  a l l  i n  vain when one 
heresy is  f i n a l l y  routed only t o  discover anotllcr 
poisonous devia t ion sprouting i n  the  church. Events 
b e f a l l  us which appear t o  be d i sas t rous  t o  t h e  pro- 
gression of  t h e  f a i t h .  But the  Providence of G Q ~  
knows the  reason and outcomes o f  such circumstances. 
A s i g n i f i c a n t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  is given by P .  F. Ecnte, 
"On iLTovember 30, 1939, t h e  Russians bombed Luti-ier 
Church i n  Finlond. The c n t i r c  buildinq collapsed 
i n t o  ru ins .  But on t h e  a l t a r  stood a gloving crcss 
and above it a paint ing o f  Chr i s t ,  Iiis arms ex- 
tended i n  b less ing.  ' In  t h i s ,  ' s a i d  Bishop Lehto- 
nen, 'we saw a gripping testimony of  t h e  t r u t h ,  
mercy, and compassion, t h e  forgiveness of  s i n s .  . . 
Only i n  t h i s  assurance a r e  we ab le  t o  ertd1:re. Vith 
the  conviction t h a t  nothing can separa te  us from 
the  love o f  God, we have peace i n  our h e a r t s  i n  
the  midst of the  storm. God suddenly becones l i v -  
ing and recil when a l l  t h e  supports t o  which we 
have been accustomed crumble t o  p ieces  and God 
alone becomes our iiefuge and Strength"'  (P.  F. 
Bente, op. c i t . ,  p. 110). 

There have been times when t h e  people of 
God f a i l e d  t o  take  t h e  comfort of Godfs Providence. 
"Is  t h e  Lord among us ,  o r  not?" (Exodus 1 2 7 ) .  
"Where is thy God?" (Psalm 42 : 3) . "How doth God 
know? and is  t h e r e  knowledge i n  t h e  mcst High?" 
(Psalm 7 3 : l l ) .  T"e Lord hath  Eorsaken me, arid 
my Lord hath  forgot ten  mew ( I sa iah  49 : 14) . But 
the  quest ions were answered and t h e  answer r e -  
s tored and e d i f i e d  the  be l i ever  unto l i f e  ever- 
l a s t i n g ,  I sa iah  38:lQ-20. 
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Indeed, we are  not  able  t o  probe t h e  depths 
of  God's Providence. But we are  permitted t o  enjoy 
the  b less ings  of  i t .  Prof.  Theodore Hoyer expressed 
our a t t i t u d e  wel l ,  "God's clocks do not run l i k e  
ours ,  but  God's clocks a r c  always r i g h t .  Our hor i -  
zon is  narrow and l imi ted .  We cannot even see  much 
of the  present ,  and not  a b i t  of the  fu tu re .  To 
God, p a s t ,  present ,  and fu tu re  l i e  spread out be- 
fo re  H i m ,  and a l l  the  p a t t e r n  is p l a i n  and c l e a r .  
A piece of embroidery p a t t e r n  i s  n w t ,  p l a i n ,  
beau t i fu l  when you see  it r i g h t  s i d e  up, but  i f  
you look a t  t h e  underside, few th ings  a r e  more 
ragged looking. God i s  working out  a p a t t e r n  f o r  
every one of  H i s  f r i e n d s ,  but  we see  only t h e  
underside. Someday, a f t e r  rvc have crossed over,  
we, too ,  w i l l  s ee  t h e  p a t t e r n  c lezr ly"  (Theodore 
Hoyer , - THE CHRISTIAN VIEPI OF LIFE, p .  9 ) .  - -* _I_ 

We conclude: "0 the  depth of t h e  r i c h e s ,  
both of t h e  wisdom and knowledge of God! Raw 
unsearchable a r e  His jud~rnents and H i s  ways p a s t  
f inding out ! l r  (Romans 11 : 33) . 

SoHi Deo Gloria 

Suggestions f o r  Further Study - 
F. Pieper,  CHRISTIAN DOG?.WICS, Vol. I ,  

pp. 483-494 
E.  Eckhardt, HOMILETISCHES REALLEXIKON, 

pp. 729-738 
R. R. Caemmerer. "The Nature and At t r ibu tes  of 

God," THE - ABIDING IVORD, - Vol. 11, pp. 59-77 
P. F. Bente, "The Providence of  God," THE - 

ABIDING WORD, V O ~ .  11,  pp. 78-111 - 
Hymns of Paul Cerhardt 

Prepared f o r  t h e  Genral Conference of  t h e  E .  L.S. , 
January 6-8, 1976, by W. V. McCullough, Pas tor ,  
Bethany Lutheran Church, Port  Orchard, Washington. 

Since we have a spec ia l  twj ic  t o  pursue, we 
inust r e f r a i n  from r e v e l l i n g  i c  t h e  poe t i c  bccuty cf 
t h e  Hook of Job. Ife must a l s o  resist  t h e  t czp t s t ion  
t o  dwell a t  l eng th  upoa the  profo'oocd pliilosophicel 
statements s e t  fo r th  i n  tltc book. ):or does t ixc  

p c m i t  us t o  s c r u t i n i z e  those treocndous c l ~ q ~ t e r s  
. i n  which God barrages Job wi t11  quest ion a f t e r  
question about t h e  t~ocders  o f  t h i s  vsst univcrse. 
]\;either i s  it our p a r t i c u l a r  copccrn t o  study t?lc 
various poss ib le  ctPologies cf the  n m e  "Job ," 
t o  determine h i s  ances t ry ,  the r l-irccolo~tcal period 
i n  which he l ived ,  t h e  p rec i se  geographical loca le ,  
o r  eve]? t h e  autRors!lip o r  time o f  w r i t i n g  cf t h i s  
remarkable book. I am f i r ~ l y  convizced t h n t  the  
Yook sf Job is the  inspire-! Word of Gor!, and t h r t  
it is a u n i t ,  not a conpi la t ion  o f  hcterogcneoos 
sources a s  c r i t i c s  would hold. The combination 
of poetry i n  the  main body of the  bock ard prcse  
i n  t h e  prolor: and epi log i s  not  without ~ a r a l l e l s  
i n  ancient l i t e r c t u r c ,  and does not spezk agains t  
t h e  un i ty  of  authorship. 9efendir.g t h e  u n i t y  cE 
t h e  Book of Jcb and t h e  Bock of  DantcP as  well 2s 
Hammurapi s Code. Cyrus Gozclon s t a t e s  : !'The 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of  an in ten t iona l  ABA s t r u c t u r e  de- 
serves ecrnes t considerat ian an6 shculd d c t c r  u s  
from h a s t i l y  d i s s e c t i n g  t h e  t e x t . " l  Thc bock i s  
a u n i t ,  and should be regarded as such. 

I t  i s  a l s o  my conviction t h a t  Job vn ~ C S  a 
r e a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  person, n c t  a legendary or  f i c -  
t i t i o u s  character  r epresen ta t ive  o f  onc who suf-  
f e r s  g r e a t l y  and merely t h e  t i t l e  charac te r  i n  
t h e  poem. Since even t h e  h i s t o r i c i t y  of Job i s  
ca l l ed  i n t o  quest ion,  it is  not  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
few present-day scholars  would give an affimative - 
answer t o  t h e  qucst ion : "DID J O B  KNOW THE S,lVIORy 
JESUS CHRIST?11 Ke look i n  vain  even for a 



Indeed, we are  not  able  t o  probe t h e  depths 
of  God's Providence. But we are  permitted t o  enjoy 
the  b less ings  of  i t .  Prof.  Theodore Hoyer expressed 
our a t t i t u d e  wel l ,  "God's clocks do not run l i k e  
ours ,  but  God's clocks a r c  always r i g h t .  Our hor i -  
zon is  narrow and l imi ted .  We cannot even see  much 
of the  present ,  and not  a b i t  of the  fu tu re .  To 
God, p a s t ,  present ,  and fu tu re  l i e  spread out be- 
fo re  H i m ,  and a l l  the  p a t t e r n  is p l a i n  and c l e a r .  
A piece of embroidery p a t t e r n  i s  n w t ,  p l a i n ,  
beau t i fu l  when you see  it r i g h t  s i d e  up, but  i f  
you look a t  t h e  underside, few th ings  a r e  more 
ragged looking. God i s  working out  a p a t t e r n  f o r  
every one of  H i s  f r i e n d s ,  but  we see  only t h e  
underside. Someday, a f t e r  rvc have crossed over,  
we, too ,  w i l l  s ee  t h e  p a t t e r n  c lezr ly"  (Theodore 
Hoyer , - THE CHRISTIAN VIEPI OF LIFE, p .  9 ) .  - -* _I_ 

We conclude: "0 the  depth of t h e  r i c h e s ,  
both of t h e  wisdom and knowledge of God! Raw 
unsearchable a r e  His jud~rnents and H i s  ways p a s t  
f inding out ! l r  (Romans 11 : 33) . 

SoHi Deo Gloria 

Suggestions f o r  Further Study - 
F. Pieper,  CHRISTIAN DOG?.WICS, Vol. I ,  

pp. 483-494 
E.  Eckhardt, HOMILETISCHES REALLEXIKON, 

pp. 729-738 
R. R. Caemmerer. "The Nature and At t r ibu tes  of 

God," THE - ABIDING IVORD, - Vol. 11, pp. 59-77 
P. F. Bente, "The Providence of  God," THE - 

ABIDING WORD, V O ~ .  11,  pp. 78-111 - 
Hymns of Paul Cerhardt 

Prepared f o r  t h e  Genral Conference of  t h e  E .  L.S. , 
January 6-8, 1976, by W. V. McCullough, Pas tor ,  
Bethany Lutheran Church, Port  Orchard, Washington. 

Since we have a spec ia l  twj ic  t o  pursue, we 
inust r e f r a i n  from r e v e l l i n g  i c  t h e  poe t i c  bccuty cf 
t h e  Hook of Job. Ife must a l s o  resist  t h e  t czp t s t ion  
t o  dwell a t  l eng th  upoa the  profo'oocd pliilosophicel 
statements s e t  fo r th  i n  tltc book. ):or does t ixc  

p c m i t  us t o  s c r u t i n i z e  those treocndous c l ~ q ~ t e r s  
. i n  which God barrages Job wi t11  quest ion a f t e r  
question about t h e  t~ocders  o f  t h i s  vsst univcrse. 
]\;either i s  it our p a r t i c u l a r  copccrn t o  study t?lc 
various poss ib le  ctPologies cf the  n m e  "Job ," 
t o  determine h i s  ances t ry ,  the r l-irccolo~tcal period 
i n  which he l ived ,  t h e  p rec i se  geographical loca le ,  
o r  eve]? t h e  autRors!lip o r  time o f  w r i t i n g  cf t h i s  
remarkable book. I am f i r ~ l y  convizced t h n t  the  
Yook sf Job is the  inspire-! Word of Gor!, and t h r t  
it is a u n i t ,  not a conpi la t ion  o f  hcterogcneoos 
sources a s  c r i t i c s  would hold. The combination 
of poetry i n  the  main body of the  bock ard prcse  
i n  t h e  prolor: and epi log i s  not  without ~ a r a l l e l s  
i n  ancient l i t e r c t u r c ,  and does not spezk agains t  
t h e  un i ty  of  authorship. 9efendir.g t h e  u n i t y  cE 
t h e  Book of Jcb and t h e  Bock of  DantcP as  well 2s 
Hammurapi s Code. Cyrus Gozclon s t a t e s  : !'The 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of  an in ten t iona l  ABA s t r u c t u r e  de- 
serves ecrnes t considerat ian an6 shculd d c t c r  u s  
from h a s t i l y  d i s s e c t i n g  t h e  t e x t . " l  Thc bock i s  
a u n i t ,  and should be regarded as such. 

I t  i s  a l s o  my conviction t h a t  Job vn ~ C S  a 
r e a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  person, n c t  a legendary or  f i c -  
t i t i o u s  character  r epresen ta t ive  o f  onc who suf-  
f e r s  g r e a t l y  and merely t h e  t i t l e  charac te r  i n  
t h e  poem. Since even t h e  h i s t o r i c i t y  of Job i s  
ca l l ed  i n t o  quest ion,  it is  not  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
few present-day scholars  would give an affimative - 
answer t o  t h e  qucst ion : "DID J O B  KNOW THE S,lVIORy 
JESUS CHRIST?11 Ke look i n  vain  even for a 



considerat ion of the  quest ion i n  t h e  books of 
Old Testament Introducticn by Ernst S e l l i n ,  
S .  R.  Driver, Otto E i s s f e l d t ,  Oesteley and Robin- 
son, Robert P f e i f f e r ,  Aage Bentzen, and o the r  
scholars  who t o  a grea te r  o r  l e s s e r  extent  repre-  
sent  the  h i g h e r - c r i t i c a l  viewpoint. Even scholars  
of a more conservative bent  such as Gleason Archer, 
Mer r i l l  Unger, and Roland i lzrr ison largely  ignore 
o r  circumvent the  question. An exception among 
scholars  outs ide  of  our c i r c l e s  xas the  l a t e  
Edward Young, who p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  regard t o  Job 19: 
25-27 expressed the  conviction t h a t  the  passage be- 
ginning with the  words "I know t h a t  my Redeemer 
l ive th"  was Messianic. 

2 

I propose t o  answer the  quest ion o f  our 
top ic  i n  t h e  AFFIRMATIVE: "Yes, Job did  know t h e  
Savior,  Jesus  Christ ."  I base my evidence on cer-  
t a i n  passages f ron t h e  Bible. The evidence w i l l  
be of two kinds:  F i r s t ,  EXTERNAL, fron t h e  two 
passages outs ide  of t h e  Book of .Job, and INTEILXAL, 
from seven passages within t h e  Book of Job. Ihe 

t r a n s l a t i o n  of  these  passages w i l l  be my own, and 
w i l l  be followed by a few remarks, which must be 
b r i e f .  

I .  EXTERNAL EVIDENCE: From BIBLE PASSAGES 
OUTSIDE OF THE BOOK OF J O B .  

There a r e  only two such passages i n  which 
Job i s  mentioned by name. In each case ,  however, 
he i s  mentioned as  a11 individual  who l ived  some 
time i n  t h e  p a s t  and was, the re fo re ,  En h i s t o r i c a l  
person. 

1 A. From t h e  Old Testament. 
Ezekiel 14 : 14-20 : Even though these  

t h r e e  men were i n  i ts  midst, Noah, Daniel, and Job,  
they by t h e i r  righteousness would save themselves 
( l i t e r a l l y ,  " the i r  sou l s )  , says the  Lord YAIiIVEH. 

I i f  I were- t o  cause wild animals t o  pass through the  
land and they nake it barren and it become desola te  

so  t h a t  no one rsould pass througl; i t  because of 
t!le animals, though these  th ree  inen were i n  i t s  
midst ,  a s  I l i v e ,  says tile Lord YAIIHHI, n e i t h e r  
t h e i r  sons nor t h e i r  daughters would they save, 
they themselves only riouli be saved, b ~ t  the 
land tqould be Gcsoiate. O r  if I b r i n g  a swc~c! 
agains t  t h a t  l m d ,  and I s 2 y ,  ilS1~rord, go t!lrzzA* 

'3* ' 
t h e  land, and cut of f  frcn it n ? x k l n t l  2nd bezr:,!: 
though these  t h r e e  mc;: wrrc i:; i t s  i c iL l s t ,  cs 1 
l i v e ,  S ~ Y S  the  Lord YnXwdi, tI:ey rlouid n c t  s a r e  
sons o r  d a ~ g h t s r s ,  t r -dly they tl;cr;.selves c ~ l y  
would be saved. O r  i f  I werc t o  seiid a p l q p c  
i n t o  t h a t  land, avld pcu: my ftrry lipon it i n  blccz, 
t o  cut off from it mmlcind and beas t ;  even i f  
Koeh, Daniel, Job were i n  its i;..ic?st, as I 
l i v e ,  says the  Lcrd Yallruch. neither scr. ncz 
dcughter would they szvc, They \sc?.zld by t h e r  
righteousness deliver thenselvcs,  

',:e s h a l l  fizst giva b r i c f  a t t e 3 t i ~ n  t o  :kc 
three individuals  ilar?.ed ir. tl-ese vrrscs : NRi':!, 
DANIEL, AND JOB. Cod herc sces!:s oE abt Three 
as ~ u t s t a n d i n g  men, 

. . 
In con t ras t  t o  h i s  ccrrupt  conteiapcreries , 

it is sa id  of NO& i n  Gexesis 6 : s :  "E::t Xcah 
found favor i n  t h e  cycs of Ya2luch." Tlen i rme-  
d i a t e l y  follows a capcgle desc r ip t ion  cf tile lzlzc: - 
"Noah was a rj ghteeus men, b??sel2ss was he &,r.cr.g 

I-- 

h i s  contenpcrsries.  With t h e  ~ i u e ~ c ?  Nc-h 
walked." The word "righteousti descrilic-s Fk2h 
a s  a man who en2cavcred t o  confcrn h i s  l i f e  t o  
t h e  standard t h a t  God s e t  up. P i m e ,  hcv:cvcr, h e  
was a s inner ,  as we well know frcm h i s  ovm lapse 
i n t o  s i n  following t h e  f lood,  t h a t  word gets i t s  
t r u e  s ign i f i cance  only 9:hcn we see it i n  the  l i g h t  
o f  RIGHTEOUSNESS CY FAITI1. The New Testament pas- 
sage, 2 Pe te r  2 :5, speaks o f  Koah zis a "preacher 
of r i g h t e o u s n c s s , ~  which ir. i ts  ful l  meaning m i l s t  

su re ly  include t h e  conccFt o f  t h e  rik:teousness of 
f a i t h ,  which Noah practiced zs lie21 as preached. 



considerat ion of the  quest ion i n  t h e  books of 
Old Testament Introducticn by Ernst S e l l i n ,  
S .  R.  Driver, Otto E i s s f e l d t ,  Oesteley and Robin- 
son, Robert P f e i f f e r ,  Aage Bentzen, and o the r  
scholars  who t o  a grea te r  o r  l e s s e r  extent  repre-  
sent  the  h i g h e r - c r i t i c a l  viewpoint. Even scholars  
of a more conservative bent  such as Gleason Archer, 
Mer r i l l  Unger, and Roland i lzrr ison largely  ignore 
o r  circumvent the  question. An exception among 
scholars  outs ide  of  our c i r c l e s  xas the  l a t e  
Edward Young, who p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  regard t o  Job 19: 
25-27 expressed the  conviction t h a t  the  passage be- 
ginning with the  words "I know t h a t  my Redeemer 
l ive th"  was Messianic. 

2 

I propose t o  answer the  quest ion o f  our 
top ic  i n  t h e  AFFIRMATIVE: "Yes, Job did  know t h e  
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from seven passages within t h e  Book of Job. Ihe 

t r a n s l a t i o n  of  these  passages w i l l  be my own, and 
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b r i e f .  

I .  EXTERNAL EVIDENCE: From BIBLE PASSAGES 
OUTSIDE OF THE BOOK OF J O B .  

There a r e  only two such passages i n  which 
Job i s  mentioned by name. In each case ,  however, 
he i s  mentioned as  a11 individual  who l ived  some 
time i n  t h e  p a s t  and was, the re fo re ,  En h i s t o r i c a l  
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1 A. From t h e  Old Testament. 
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t h r e e  men were i n  i ts  midst, Noah, Daniel, and Job,  
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( l i t e r a l l y ,  " the i r  sou l s )  , says the  Lord YAIiIVEH. 

I i f  I were- t o  cause wild animals t o  pass through the  
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agains t  t h a t  l m d ,  and I s 2 y ,  ilS1~rord, go t!lrzzA* 
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d i a t e l y  follows a capcgle desc r ip t ion  cf tile lzlzc: - 
"Noah was a rj ghteeus men, b??sel2ss was he &,r.cr.g 

I-- 

h i s  contenpcrsries.  With t h e  ~ i u e ~ c ?  Nc-h 
walked." The word "righteousti descrilic-s Fk2h 
a s  a man who en2cavcred t o  confcrn h i s  l i f e  t o  
t h e  standard t h a t  God s e t  up. P i m e ,  hcv:cvcr, h e  
was a s inner ,  as we well know frcm h i s  ovm lapse 
i n t o  s i n  following t h e  f lood,  t h a t  word gets i t s  
t r u e  s ign i f i cance  only 9:hcn we see it i n  the  l i g h t  
o f  RIGHTEOUSNESS CY FAITI1. The New Testament pas- 
sage, 2 Pe te r  2 :5, speaks o f  Koah zis a "preacher 
of r i g h t e o u s n c s s , ~  which ir. i ts  ful l  meaning m i l s t  

su re ly  include t h e  conccFt o f  t h e  rik:teousness of 
f a i t h ,  which Noah practiced zs lie21 as preached. 



That a l s o  sheds l i g h t  on t h e  next word, t r a n s l a t e d  
"blameless," which l i t e r a l l y  meass "complete. 9 '  I t  
ind ica tes  a character  o f  t r u e  i n t e g r i t y ,  wiehout 
m y  gla r ing  weaknesses. By h i s  faith i n  God, more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  Savior t o  come, hioah's imper- 
f ec t ions  and weaknesses were covered. In h i s  l i f e  
he  stood i n  sharp con t ras t  t o  t h e  corrupt  mass of 
humanity a t  h i s  time. T h i s  was t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f  t h a t  verse  t h a t  my esteemed professor of Old 
Testment a t  Concordia Seminary i n  S t .  Louis, 
Dr, Walter A. Maier, Sr., held.  I n  addi t ion  it 
is  s t a t e d  t h a t  Noah "walked1' w i t h  Gcd. The word 
"walkedff is  i n  a form t h a t  emphasizes the  f a c t  
t h a t  Noah conducted h i s  l i f e  i n  a c lose  r e l a t i o n -  
sh ip  with the  Onc True God. 

The second man mentioned is DANIEL. A number 
of scholars  have i d e n t i f i e d  t h i s  Daniel with a 
character  from a p o l y t h e i s t i c  Ugar i t i c  e p i c  whose 
son, Aqhat , was t h e  t i t l e  character  . 3  Their  ob j ec- 
t i o n  t o  iden t i fy ing  him a s  t h e  Bib l i ca l  Daniel 
s t e m  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  from t h e i r  re luctance  t o  
accept Daniel ' s reputa t ion a s  an outstanding man 
at t h e  time Ezekiel wrote those  words. I f e e l  
t h a t  t h e i r  objec t ion is  groundless, because a l -  
ready by t h a t  time Daniel could well  have been 
known f ~ r  h i s  exce l l en t  q u a l i t i e s ,  s incc  they a r e  
enumerated i n  Daniel, Chapter 1, which antedates 
Ezekiel and descr ibes  Daniel a s  a young man o f  
h ighes t  c a l i b e r  both i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  and morally. 
Consequently he was brought i n t o  hilt1 favor with 
t h e  pr ince  o f  t h e  eunuchs and gained t h e  h ighes t  

l i t i c a l  pos i t ion  ava i l ab le  t o  a foreign commoner 
t h e  Chaldean and Persian Empire, a s  Joseph had 

r r i s e n  t o  t h e  h ighes t  prominence i n  Egypt. 
i f e  as well  a s  h i s  e n t i r e  conduct 
s t o  conclude t h a t  Daniel, Pike Noah, 
the coming Savior.  

ngs US t o  t h e  t h i r d  person rncnticned 
r iumvirate:  JOB. In po in t  of time, 

he l ived between Nb& and Danie l ,  Since he is  
described in t h e  three s h o r t  passages urider t k c  
prose prolog i n  t h e  Book of  J e o ,  we s h a l l  pos t -  
pone our remarks &cut  h i s  char3cter until a f t e r  
we have b r i e f l y  eonsidered t%ae I<ew Testmen-2 
passage on your o u t l i n e ,  

B. From t h e  New Test~snent ,  

James P : l l .  passage is Esux:d i n  ---- 
the l a s t  chapter  ~f t h e  Ep is t l e  of -3sxcs. t 2 k e  
the r e s t  o f  the cpis"iPc, it t reats  o f  p rac t ica l  
matters, I t  ecnc%udes a sec t ion  of f i v e  verses 
t h a t  c~phasizc tire i ~ y : r t a n c e  of patience. \?st ---- 
read :: 

"Rehold, we cal l  thzm lizz~py ~120 have cn- 
dured, You have Irea-6.d of t'rle perse*:crance of  Job 
and you have seci: what T i l e  3 r d  f i n a l l y  d i d ,  bc- 
cause the  !.ox d i s t exderhear ted  and scmpassionate 

In  t h i s  verse  we note a number of t i ~ i n g s :  
That Job is  named as a person wiro actually l k e d ,  
t h a t  he displayed z v i r t u e  c8assified elsewherrs 
i n  t h e  New Test;z?ent as a Chr ts t ian  v i r t ue :  
pa t ience ,  endurance, perscvcxnee,  ( f o r  e x m ~ l e  
i n  Luke 21:19, iitomans 5:3,4, 8:25, P5:4, and 
elsewhere), and tkat the Lord restored hi% again 
i n  the  end. To regard Job as one wlro d id  ROT 
know Jesus a s  h i s  Szvior and Redeemer would 
hzrdly be compatible wi th  a c z ~ e f u l  reading sf 
e i t h e r  t h i s  passstge or the  one frcm E r c k i e l  er 
those from t h e  Book of Job eftat, we s;nall now 
proceed t o  examine. 

I I .  INTERNAL EVIDENCE: Fro3 Bible Passages 
Selected from THE BOOK OF J O B ,  

A. From the  PROSE PROLOG, 

1. Job 1 : 1. A man t h e r e  wz:; En tkh~ land 
of Uz, Job was I a i s  nzrire; cow t1.ta.e: marl was b%,amcite 



That a l s o  sheds l i g h t  on t h e  next word, t r a n s l a t e d  
"blameless," which l i t e r a l l y  meass "complete. 9 '  I t  
ind ica tes  a character  o f  t r u e  i n t e g r i t y ,  wiehout 
m y  gla r ing  weaknesses. By h i s  faith i n  God, more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  Savior t o  come, hioah's imper- 
f ec t ions  and weaknesses were covered. In h i s  l i f e  
he  stood i n  sharp con t ras t  t o  t h e  corrupt  mass of 
humanity a t  h i s  time. T h i s  was t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f  t h a t  verse  t h a t  my esteemed professor of Old 
Testment a t  Concordia Seminary i n  S t .  Louis, 
Dr, Walter A. Maier, Sr., held.  I n  addi t ion  it 
is  s t a t e d  t h a t  Noah "walked1' w i t h  Gcd. The word 
"walkedff is  i n  a form t h a t  emphasizes the  f a c t  
t h a t  Noah conducted h i s  l i f e  i n  a c lose  r e l a t i o n -  
sh ip  with the  Onc True God. 

The second man mentioned is DANIEL. A number 
of scholars  have i d e n t i f i e d  t h i s  Daniel with a 
character  from a p o l y t h e i s t i c  Ugar i t i c  e p i c  whose 
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known f ~ r  h i s  exce l l en t  q u a l i t i e s ,  s incc  they a r e  
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James P : l l .  passage is Esux:d i n  ---- 
the l a s t  chapter  ~f t h e  Ep is t l e  of -3sxcs. t 2 k e  
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and upr igh t ,  a  f e a r e r  o f  God and one who kept  away 
from e v i l .  

In  a s l i g l l t l y  d i f f e r e n t  form, we have t h e  
same word descr ib ing  Job -- as we had of Noah: 
l:Blameless," one with no g l a r i n g  de fec t s  o r  i m -  
pe r f ec t ions  i n  h i s  cha rac te r .  ile i s  a l s o  c a l l e d  
f iup r igh t , l i  a word t h a t  well  desc r ibes  h i s  char-  
a c t e r ,  s tanding  i n  sharp  c o n t r a s t  t o  those  riilo 
were corrupt  o r  crooked. k:rcm t h e  d i a log  sec -  
t i o n s  i n  t h e  book we l c a r n  t h a t J o b  \:.as a  mas, 
h i g h l y  respec ted  i n  h i s  cc~nmunity by t h e  o ld  as  
wel l  as t h e  young. Ile hzd a  t r u c  f i l i a l  f e a r  
o~  reverence toward God. T h a t  s u s e 3 ~  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  he was a b e l i e v e r ,  aad i f  (z t r u c  b e l i e v e r ,  
s u r e l y  one who knew h i s  Savlor ,  Jcsus C h r i s t .  
As a t r u e  b e l i e v e r ,  Job turned  awzy f ro~n e v ~ l .  
'file r e s t  of  t h e  beok a l s o  bears  t i ta t  st!t. I'hiie 
lie wzs not  s i n l e s s ,  and a t  time. maGc un io r tuna tc  
statements , we should rcntcmi~cr t h a t  h i s  1 ntcrlsc 
s u f f e r i n g  and bereavement make t h a t  understandnhle 
though not  excusable.  ~%L'~vc? a l l ,  he  was commended 
by Cod. 

liis deep concern about t l ~ c  p i e t y  and con- 
duct of Itis ch i ld ren  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t i le next  
ve r se ,  as i s  a l so  h i s  f a m l i . : ~ r i t y  vii th t h e  r c h -  
gious r i t e  o f  burn t  o f f e r i n g ,  a f z c t  t h a t  r a i s e s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  ques t ions  concerning Job ' s  r e l a t i o n -  
sh ip ,  i f  any, t o  t h e  t r u e  peoplc of  God. \illatever 
t h e  answer t o  t h a t  nay be, i t  api3cars c l e a r  from 
t h e  passages we have before  us t h a t  .job d i d  some- 
how l ea rn  of  t h e  t r u e  r e l i g i o n ,  and t r u e  God, and 
t h e  t r uc  way o f  s a l v a t i o n .  

2 .  Job 1 :5. And when t h e  days o f  f e a s t -  
ng had f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  

cursed God i 

cyc le ,  Job woui 
!r burnt  o f f e r i n  
"Perhaps my ch i  
n t h e i r  h e a r t s .  

ci r i s e  e a r l y  
gs f o r  a l l  
l d ren  have 
" Thus Job 

3 .  Job ?:20,211: %%era .Job al-ose, t o r e  h i s  
---- 

gam!en-t, and shaved ~ I P S  head, arad f e i l  t o  the 
ground, worshipped, and sa id  : "Nzl:cd camc I from 
my notltlcr s liomb, an2 nzliicri w i ; %  I ~e"%liirar, YPS4WE:I 
gave and YAHViEH tock =cay: Y/.IIi'l?':ll?S rmc bc ;:raised. 

O f  e s p c l s l  interest i s  t h e  f zc t  t h a t f  i:z 
t h e  l a s t  l ~ n c  of t h i s  vrrse,  t l ic special  NA::E cf 
:he True Triune Gad, 1 :;cnc.sa? l y  w-lttcr, 
LORD i n  fou r  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s ,  i s  ~ i s c d .  :tat mly 
does Job use t h e  r.ame YBHWEiI here,  k~1-e: he  d w s  so -- - 
as a i3EEIFVt:A i n  fiirm, as onc who eoaifclsses ~r::dxt 
God gave and took amy ,  as h p n c  li!ro wants 't'!d!!;Ei!'S -- - ------- 
naxe b le s sed  o r  p rz i scd .  I t  i s  a humble and IT-- -- ---- - -- 
pentant  b e l i e v e r  i z h ~  speaks 11cr-e. 

Let GS ncw t u r n  t o  what 'r: f e d  : s I"iI'f:::fiLrbZ, 
i7V I3FiNCE . 

B. From t h e  POETIC WRT af  t h e  lE3C3K 01: JOB, 

I have s e l e c t e d  f c u r  passages, the f i r s t  
t h r e e  of  which arc- described hy F r m z  I>c:'.txc-h 
,as " three  e a r l s ,  of  t;f;ich t h e  t h i r d  i s  K Q S ~  

and a r e  b r i e f l y  bur weli cxpcczr!cd 
by D r .  Martin i i zu~ann ,  i n  t h e  Scptemker :C75 issuc 
o f  TIIE SPRINGFI ElI,DEI: under the t i t l e  I ' M Z E S I - ~ N I C  
MOUNTAINTOPS. I n  each of these foilr pas seges 
I s h a l l  make comments on p c i n t s  t h a t  I considcx 
most s i g n i f i c a n t .  

1 .  Job 14:13-17, Oh t h a t  You would h i d e  --- 
me i n  Sheol ( t h e  grave] ,  that Ycu would c s ~ c e a l  12e 
u n t i l  Your wrath has turned away, t h a t  You would 
s e t  a d e f i n i t e  t ime f o r  me, and remember me! Pf 
a man d i e s ,  w i l l  he l i v e  (again)? A l l  t h e  days o f  
my s e r v i c e  I w i l l  wa i t ,  u n t i l  my b e l i e f  (change] 
comes. You would c a l l ,  and I would ansve-r YOBL FOF 
t h e  work o f  Your hands You would !cng. For then  You 



and upr igh t ,  a  f e a r e r  o f  God and one who kept  away 
from e v i l .  

In  a s l i g l l t l y  d i f f e r e n t  form, we have t h e  
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pe r f ec t ions  i n  h i s  cha rac te r .  ile i s  a l s o  c a l l e d  
f iup r igh t , l i  a word t h a t  well  desc r ibes  h i s  char-  
a c t e r ,  s tanding  i n  sharp  c o n t r a s t  t o  those  riilo 
were corrupt  o r  crooked. k:rcm t h e  d i a log  sec -  
t i o n s  i n  t h e  book we l c a r n  t h a t J o b  \:.as a  mas, 
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i n t e r e s t i n g  ques t ions  concerning Job ' s  r e l a t i o n -  
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cursed God i 

cyc le ,  Job woui 
!r burnt  o f f e r i n  
"Perhaps my ch i  
n t h e i r  h e a r t s .  

ci r i s e  e a r l y  
gs f o r  a l l  
l d ren  have 
" Thus Job 

3 .  Job ?:20,211: %%era .Job al-ose, t o r e  h i s  
---- 

gam!en-t, and shaved ~ I P S  head, arad f e i l  t o  the 
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pentant  b e l i e v e r  i z h ~  speaks 11cr-e. 
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1 .  Job 14:13-17, Oh t h a t  You would h i d e  --- 
me i n  Sheol ( t h e  grave] ,  that Ycu would c s ~ c e a l  12e 
u n t i l  Your wrath has turned away, t h a t  You would 
s e t  a d e f i n i t e  t ime f o r  me, and remember me! Pf 
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comes. You would c a l l ,  and I would ansve-r YOBL FOF 
t h e  work o f  Your hands You would !cng. For then  You 



would count my s t e p s ,  You would no t  watch over my 
s i n .  My t r ansg res s ion  would be sea l ed  i n  a  bag,  
and You would cover over  my i n i q u i t y .  

Like t h e  two passages t h a t  fol low, t h i s  
passage is  spoken out  of  t h e  depths of  despond- 
ency. In  t h e  ve r ses  d i r e c t l y  preceding,  Job 
speaks of  t h e  sorrows of  mankind. hlan's l i f e  
i s  f u l l  o f  t o i l  and t roub le .  Ifis 10.8: i s  worse 
than  t h a t  of tlne an ina l s .  Then come t h e  words 
of  t h i s  passajie. P e s s i m i s t i c a l l y  Job asks i f  a 
man who d i e s  w i l l  l i v e  again.  A t  f irst it seems 
t h a t  h i s  ques t ion  r equ i re s  a rlegntive r ep ly .  
But then he sugges ts  t h a t  man IVJ1,L l i v c  aga in .  
In t h e  14th v e r s e  he s t a t e s :  i'i'Lll %!ic days o f  my 

--.-- - - --- -- - *.w s e r v i c e  I w i l l  wa i t ,  u n t i l  my r e l i e f  comes." 'F.0 
key word is  t h e  Hebrew word i emi :d~ ,  -- i c  l i t e r -  
a l l y  means "change." The verb  from whicll it i s  
der ived  means on, " "come on anew, " "chanye . 
This noun i s  sometimes used t o  i n d i c a t e  a. -- change 
of  c lo th ing ,  sometimes a s  a  m i l i t a r y  term a --- change 
of s o l d i e r s ,  and hence, a s  i n  t h i s  connection, a 
=l ie f  o r  r e l e a s e .  Now s i n c e  t h i s  speaks of DEAT!!, 
i t  appears t h a t  it a t  l e a s t  sugges ts  t h e  r e su r rcc -  
t i o n  of  t h e  body, something more c l e a r l y  expressed 
i n  our  t h i r d  passage. D r .  P.  E .  Kretzmann i n  h i s  
POPULAR COMMENTARY on t h i s  v e r s e  remarks: "The 
i d e a  of  an even t fu l  de l iverance  from t h e  realm 
of death is  brought out  p r e t t y  s t r o n g l y  a t  t h i s  
poin t  . l f 6  I n  h i s  ambivalence, ranging from near -  
despa i r  t o  hope, Job f l u c t u a t e s ,  and a t  t h i s  po in t  
appears t o  express  a hope o f  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  t o  
e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e .  In  t h e  v e r s e s  t h a t  fol low, t h a t  
is  borne out .  Addressing God, Job  says  : "You 
would c a l l ,  and I would answer You. For t h e  work 
of  Your hands You would long," t h a t  i s ,  You would 
long fir blE. The next  two ve r ses  have been i n t e r -  
p re t ed  i n  va r ious  ways, a s  you can s e e  from a v a i l -  
a b l e  English t r a n s l a t i o n s  and commentaries, I 

f e r  t o  t ake  them t o  express  God9s loving con- 
f o r  Job ,  a s  wel l  a s  His forg iveness  of  J o b ' s  
, as d i d  a l s o  D r .  Naumann and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s :  

"For then You would count my s teps ,  You would cot 
watch over my sin;' bly transgrestion would be 
sealed i n  a bag, and You wozld cover over r:y i n -  
iquity.'' That is satrely an exi~sess ion sf ccrzfi- 

..-- dence i n  t h e  forgiveness o f  hi; s i n s  and f a i t h  -- i n  h i s  Savior .  

In t h e  passage Job 16 : lS -21 ,  Job  is  aga in  
speaking. T h i s  is par t  02 h i s  answe; t o  t 5 e  secccrl 
speech of l - l iphqz ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  t ? r e n  friezds. 
Eliphaz !tad s t a t e d  "c>a-t eveil  isa t h i s  wcrPd -the 
wicked cone t o  a bad end,  a stiltcmei~t t l s t  i s  ve ry  
questionable. Job protested, first agains t  t h e  
unkindness of h i s  f r i e n d s ,  and t h e n  a g ~ i n s t  his 
oasn pitiful ei.sreums&anccs, a n i  sts"dsd "hat tze v:zs 
il2noccnt of  the fulsc accusations t : x y  i : ~ d  leveled 
~ g z i n s t  him. Then come t h e  words of ozr pzssagc : 

2 ,  Job iG: IS-21  : 0 eart!~,  i!o i ~ o t  rove- --.---- ---- --_. 

my b losd ,  a ~ d  do a?ct l ee  ny c r y  ~ I ~ V C  n rilzcc (to 
h i d e )  . Even now, beiioid, my Pibtness i r  in h c ~ - . - ~ n ,  
and i!e who t es t i f i es  for me i s  on h i g h .  Sccr::'~g 
me are my f r i e n d s ;  un ta  God my eyc pours cut 
tears ,  t h a t  He would plead f o r  a man with God 2s 
a son of man w i t h  his f r i e n d ,  

i n  t h i s  passage Job  f i rs t  appeals t c  the  
ea r th  not  t o  cancea? h i s  blood,  hu t  t u  i c t  i t  c r y  

m - lip t o  lleaven t h a t  Gcd ;nzy ;;vci:ge it. i m z  z ; - ; : c ~ ~ s  
t o  re fer  t o  the intense suffcri i ig and afFlictzr in 
wliich God had permitted S ~ t a n  t o  ii;flic";o Z,ic!>. 
Bel i tzsc i l  s t a t e s  : "Job bekeevcc tha t  God ki: 11 everz 
f i n a l l y  avenge t h e  blood i~hic2-i His wrztli h ~ s  skec?, 
as blood that. has been j .nnoce~ t ly  s h e d S e ' 7  .Tc% kerc  
appeals t o  God as %is Vindicatcr, \c!licl: i s  prt c? 
H i s  ro le  as licdcelaer. He ca l l s  ts Gou 1% ?$s 
Witness, h i s  Testifies.  H i s  friends msdrs mats ic2-t 
more b i t t e r ,  and were actual ly  h i s  scoziiers. Thc 
words tllat I translated '%cooring me arc ny _Crlendspg 
are t r a n s l a t e d  "Interpreter cf my thoug5ihts" by Popc 
i n  t h e  h2chor Bible and also by D r .  William Eeck i n  
h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n .  In  s p i t e  of  the  fact t h a t  I f i n d  



would count my s t e p s ,  You would no t  watch over my 
s i n .  My t r ansg res s ion  would be sea l ed  i n  a  bag,  
and You would cover over  my i n i q u i t y .  

Like t h e  two passages t h a t  fol low, t h i s  
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ency. In  t h e  ve r ses  d i r e c t l y  preceding,  Job 
speaks of  t h e  sorrows of  mankind. hlan's l i f e  
i s  f u l l  o f  t o i l  and t roub le .  Ifis 10.8: i s  worse 
than  t h a t  of tlne an ina l s .  Then come t h e  words 
of  t h i s  passajie. P e s s i m i s t i c a l l y  Job asks i f  a 
man who d i e s  w i l l  l i v e  again.  A t  f irst it seems 
t h a t  h i s  ques t ion  r equ i re s  a rlegntive r ep ly .  
But then he sugges ts  t h a t  man IVJ1,L l i v c  aga in .  
In t h e  14th v e r s e  he s t a t e s :  i'i'Lll %!ic days o f  my 
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a l l y  means "change." The verb  from whicll it i s  
der ived  means on, " "come on anew, " "chanye . 
This noun i s  sometimes used t o  i n d i c a t e  a. -- change 
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is  borne out .  Addressing God, Job  says  : "You 
would c a l l ,  and I would answer You. For t h e  work 
of  Your hands You would long," t h a t  i s ,  You would 
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2 ,  Job iG: IS-21  : 0 eart!~,  i!o i ~ o t  rove- --.---- ---- --_. 

my b losd ,  a ~ d  do a?ct l ee  ny c r y  ~ I ~ V C  n rilzcc (to 
h i d e )  . Even now, beiioid, my Pibtness i r  in h c ~ - . - ~ n ,  
and i!e who t es t i f i es  for me i s  on h i g h .  Sccr::'~g 
me are my f r i e n d s ;  un ta  God my eyc pours cut 
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H i s  ro le  as licdcelaer. He ca l l s  ts Gou 1% ?$s 
Witness, h i s  Testifies.  H i s  friends msdrs mats ic2-t 
more b i t t e r ,  and were actual ly  h i s  scoziiers. Thc 
words tllat I translated '%cooring me arc ny _Crlendspg 
are t r a n s l a t e d  "Interpreter cf my thoug5ihts" by Popc 
i n  t h e  h2chor Bible and also by D r .  William Eeck i n  
h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n .  In  s p i t e  of  the  fact t h a t  I f i n d  



myself i n  agreement with Beck1 s t r a n s  l a t i o n  i n  
most of  what  I have read  s o  f a r ,  I cannot agree  
with it on those  words, bu t  p r e f e r  t o  t ake  t h e  
words a s  most o f  t h e  ve r s ions  do - "Scorning me 
are my f r i e n d s  ." In t h i s  passage,  Job expresses  
t h e  wish and hope t h a t  God would se rve  a s  h i s  
Witness and Advocate, pleading h i s  cause, g iv ing  
him a favorable  v e r d i c t  i n  t h e  f ace  of a l l  t h e  
i n j u s t i c e  he  was s u f f e r i n g .  This  s u r e l y  appears  
t o  express  f a i t h  i n  God a s  Iie has  revealed Himself 
t o  man, and a s  He d e a l s  with man, i n  t h e  Second 
Person of t h e  Godhead, t h e  Son, t h e  Pre- incarna te  
Je sus  Chr i s t .  

The next  passage, Job 19:23-27, occurs 
near  t h e  end o f  Job ' s  response t o  t h e  second 
speech o f  Bildad,  t h e  second of h i s  t h r e e  f r i e ~ d s  
t o  speak. In  t h i s  response Job complains t h a t  
his f r i e n d s  have accused him u n j u s t l y ;  t h a t  God 
has  been c r u e l  t o  him; t h a t  h i s  acquaintances and 
r e l a t i v e s  have shunned him; and t h a t  even h i s  wife 
has  turned aga ins t  him. In  t h e  two ve r ses  imme- 
d i a t e l y  preceding our  s e c t i o n  h e  u t t e r s  t h e  h e a r t -  
rending lament: "Have p i t y  on me, have p i t y  on me, 
YOU my f r i e n d s ;  because t h e  hand of  God has  s t r u c k  
me. Why do you pursue me l i k e  God? and not  have 
your f i l l  o f  my f lesh?"  Then come t h e  words o f  
t h i s  t h i r d  passage from t h e  p o e t i c a l  s e c t i o n  o f  
Job. In  h i s  "MESSIANIC MOUNTAINTOPS," D r .  Naumann 
s t a t e s :  "But suddenly what a s u r p r i s e  from Job! 
Though c l o s e  t o  d e s p a i r ,  he t u r n s  t o  a hope t h a t  
is t o  him an answer. Ile r e so lves  t o  speak words 
t h a t  should never  be f ~ r g o t t e n .  "8 

In  t h i s  magnif icent  passage,  a l l  we have 
time f o r  today i s  t o  g ive  a t r a n s l a t i o n  and refer 
t o  a few of  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  po in t s .  For a 
more d e t a i l e d  s tudy of t h i s  passage I would r e f e r  
you t o  my a r t i c l e  on t h e s e  v e r s e s  i n  t h e  WISCONSIN 
LUTHERlZN QUARTERLY, J u l y  1970, pages 153-206. With 
minor d i f f e r e n c e s  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  I h e r e  o f f e r  i s  
t h a t  given i n  t h a t  a r t i c l e .  

3 .  Job 19 : 2 3 - 2 7 .  "Would t h a t  my r+.ards, 
t hen ,  were wr i t t en !  b\lc;auld that  they  were in sc r ibsd  
i n  t h e  book! (mat) w i t h  a pen o f  i r o n ,  and lead, 
they  were fo reve r  h e m  i n t o  t h e  rock! Rrnd P, I 
know n;y Redeemer i s  l i v i n g ,  and as t h e  East One. !ie 
s h a l l  s tand upon t h e  d u s t ,  And afterward w i t h  qP 
sk in  t h i s  (my body) w i l l  be surrcundcd- zzzd frcm 
out  of my f l e s h  I slrall bcfagfld God? \\%en I s h a l l  
behold f o r  myself,  and my -- --- e y ~ s  -- slial! see, sad EL: 

a s t r a n g e r .  I4y kidneys (innelmost feel ings)  a x  
consumed with in  my bosom," 

In many r e s p e c t s ,  tikis is one of t h e  most. 
d i f f i c u l t  passages t o  t ranslate  i n  t h e  en t i r e  Old 
Testanent .  Even thc casual readcr \ j i f  1 secpa (17j s -  
cover t h a t  there  are many d i f f e r e ~ t  Tex!erhngs sf 
some of  t h e  words, ?!ost. S C ~ I O E ~ ~ S  maictzin tfist 
t h a t  is due t o  the czondi.%-lon 05 t:2e t c x t ,  I!i)v:e'$ver, 
is!liPe it i s  trw tFL2; there z-1~12 m r ~ y  va~iz.:7,t read-  
ixgs on t h e s e  ve r ses ,  particulzrly verse :I>, ! f e e l  
tha t  has been exaggerated,  'b"o b~ swc, tiawe - n are 
diffiszrlt g r a ~ ~ z a t i c r t l  c ~ ~ ~ t r v e t i i ~ x ~ ,  b u t  11. 01363 

fa i t l ; fu l ly  fol lows tine t e x t  as given,  he can come 
up with an acceptzble t rzn ' ; Ia t i~ i? .  !:atlie; tlian 
t h e  stc2tc of t h c  t e x t ,  I %eel i t  i s  tile prcjudicc 
of tile t r ans l a to r  that  c c i ~ ~ ~  i n t o  pl:iy he>-s=.. E.Ia12y 

operate wi t11  t h e  preconceived no t ion  tlia'i Jab Z i d  
no t  know of  t h e  t e a d ~ i n g  n f  the  rcszsrcc'.ior; of 
the  body, i n  f a c t ,  no sz;2 kneo sf it u a ~ t i l  
t h e  time o f  the  Bock of i l ~ n i e S ,  t h ~ y  sri;*, 
Lhey give t h e  Book of Danicl 2 v c y  lz'-,. ,". d86Yep 

somewhere midway i n  t h e  seccild cei:t.;lyy Z. i, !-!any 
maintain t h a t  t h e w  versos refer G I I % ~  t o  a --- v i ~ d i c a -  
ekon of  Job here dur ing  tfds l i f e ;  CBi7ke~s, ~ ~ e n  
7- ..---- ..----- 
Lutherans l i k e  D r .  I.I. Reu, are of t h e  cpinicn t h a t  
it r e f e r s  only  t o  a SEEING of God by tile sou l ,  not  
t o  a r e s u r r e c t i o n  of t h e  bodye9 

On t h e  con t ra ry ,  I am convinced t h a t  t h i s  
passage teaches  t h e  resxrrect i .02 o f  t h e  body. Let 
us  look a t  a few of tllc express ions .  First, i n  
r ega rd  t o  ve r ses  23 and 24,  J0?9~5 wish was s u r e l y  
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most of  what  I have read  s o  f a r ,  I cannot agree  
with it on those  words, bu t  p r e f e r  t o  t ake  t h e  
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granted : h i s  words - were in sc r ibed  permanently , much 
more permanently than i f  they  had been w r i t t e n  on 
parchment or  engraved i n t o  rock and molten lead .  
A s  fo r  the l a s t  t h r e e  ve r ses ,  we s h a l l  look a t  only  
a  few words. In  v e r s e  25 t h e  word "Redeemerw is 
found. Many t r a n s l a t o r s  use  t h e  word " V i n d i ~ a t o r . ' ~  
T h a t  i s  insdequate,  f o r  it covers only  a p a r t  of  
H i s  work a s  Redeemer. The word "GOEL," b e s t  r en -  
dered "Redeemer" with a capital  l e t t e r  he re ,  i s  
sometimes, a s  i n  t h e  Book of Ruth, t r a n s l a t e d  
"kinsman." td3jnong a kinsman's d u t i e s  were t o  ransom 
a r e l a t i v e  f r ~ m  s l ave ry ,  t o  pay o f f  mortgages con- 
tracted through poverty,  t o  marry h i s  r e l a t i v e ' s  
widow i f  t h c  r e l a t i ve  was c h i l d l e s s  and t h e  r e -  
deemer himself  was not  marr ied ,  t o  avenge him when 
he was s l a i n ,  t o  defend h i s  cause i n  a lawsui t ,  
and many o t h e r  d u t i e s .  Now i n  a far g r e a t e r  sense ,  
JESUS is  our  REDET34ER. True God, He became our  
Brother .  Not only i s  ile our Advocate defending 
us agains t  Satan and o t h e r  enemies, bu t  He is  our  
Redeemer who pa id  t h e  p r i c e  f o r  our  s a l v a t i o n .  Job 

sees H i m  as wLIVING,v as he is given a  glimpse 
spanning many c e n t u r i e s  t h a t  l i e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  
lie sees i i i m  as stallding on t h e  "DUST." That is  
what tlie word l i t e r a l l y  means , r a t h e r  than "EARTII," 
which i s  too general, and not  an exactl,synonym. 
F r m z  ~ e l i t z s c h  ,lo Georgc Stoeckhardt  , c. A.  
i lcerboth, 12 August ~ i e ~ e r , ~ ~  and even t h e  l i b e r a l  
G .  M .  Powis ~ r n i t h l ~  of the  Univers i ty  o f  Chicago 
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  t r a n s l a t e d  it "dust." That s u r e l y  
must refer t o  t h e  b u r i a l  p l ace  from which Job hopes 
t o  a r i s e .  

I n  t h e  next  ve r se ,  26,  t h e r e  a r e  many contro- 
v e r s i a l  words -- every word, i n  some manner o r  o t h e r  -- 
but  rve s h a l l  r e s t r i c t  our co~nments t o  a bare minimum. 
The f i r s t  word i s  b e s t  taken as an adverb o f  time: 
"Afterward. I f  Tile expression "my skin1 '  i s  n e i t h e r  
t h e  s u b j e c t  no r  t h e  object,  bu t  r a t h e r  expresses  t h e  
means of being covered; 'fly body w i l l  be covered with - 
skin."  The most c o n t r o v e r s i a l  word is  t h e  verb ,  i n  

Iiebrew niqqepilG. JVhile most translnticns render  
it "des??+oyW o r  similarly, t h a t  partic112 ay verbal  
root  can, and i n  most cases docs mean "surrour,d, 

w --- "envelop," "enwrap. If Three  ancient versions : t h e  
Greck Septuagin t ,  t h e  Syr iac  P e s h i t t a ,  and t ? ~ e  
La t in  Vulgate, as well as the  T a r g ~ m ,  supnor'; tiit^, 
meaning. (c f .  Dci i t z sch ,  Lo!.. :, 35s: Exce2-z 
for  a few Esrnzin Catholic  trarslstic,=:, tile cz ly  
recen; E ~ g l i s l i  trzzs'etior. Q" r::c 9a.ko:c P i t  l o  g!-,: 
renders it " suzrcxndL i s  t h c t  of :?T. Bcci:, r:.i:l c; 

- 9 
as you know, j u s t  Lllii iG cpxt. I :+:~s unaware c2 
Becl:'s t r a n s l a t i o n  of t!iis liiord. when i rvorkecl G;; 

t h i s  passage several years agc. C 4  I.utherans wl;u 
have made a s tudy of t h i s  FassaEc, sevc ra l  h:?:;e 
t r a n s l a t e d  t$is verb "scrrouad ;I as !;eck 2i .d :  
S t ~ e c k h a r d t ,  "5 Ileerboth ,I$ Eret Z E L ~ ; ~ ,  17 and 

- 19 Nat~mafin. 18 Dr. Ludwin P~er'orlnge: :~hc-e r-t.;~:r 
of t h i s  verse i s  very i ic lpfs l ,  :enGcrcc it 
f fdcs t roy.  " I d e f i n i  t c l y  p v f c r  isr-rr~?:ll,  :; az:d 
an convinced t h a t  t h e  rcsi~rrc- t ie3 i s  :,sl!$h!t in 
t h e  ent ire  verse, n o t  only i n  tile l a s t  h u l f  of 
t h e  verse, wilich bcz ins  "Pad ?-;or. nE t  ~f c:y 
f l e s h  I s h a l l  bellold God." Piet i.c ; . r ~ r i s e l y  
what t h e  words say. Thcrc i.s much ccr.troversy 
over  the  prcposi t ioj l  I have rendered ' TYcm o u ~  o f .  " 

--- .- --- -"- - -- Many t rans la te  it "'witl~out,!'  in t h e  scase of 
- e l t exc lus ive  of ."  I t  is  f a r  prc-fcrgble .ingaisti- 

c a l l y ,  and t h e  only  tenzble tra~s?a"clcn theclcgi- 
c a l l y ,  t o  r ende r  it "froo, out  og," i nd i cz t i~ :g  
t h e  vantage p a i n t .  That c lcer ly  eqrcsses  J o b ' s  
seeing God i n  h i s  resurrected s t a t e .  

F i n a l l y ,  j u s t  a few r e ~ ~ r k s  about t h e  last  
verse, 2 7 .  liere t h e  REAL JOB ;$i 1:- see ti;e ' i ~ i ~ c  
God. H i s  very eyes will zce i-hrr;. Jcb ,  nnc! ncr  - 
another ,  not  a stranger,  will see H i m .  ivoile t h e  
expression "and not a stranger" might be tal==en i l l  

two ways: He w i l l  see God, and no t  another, o r  
he ,  and not  another ,  w i l l  see God, it is  be t te r  - 
t o  understand NOT A STRIZNGER, PiOT A?{OTIiER, as 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  Job,  who himsel f  w i l l  see God. Tha t  
emphasizes t h e  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  resurrected Job. 
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The c l o s i n g  s ta tement ,  i n  t ) .p ica l ly  concre te  
Ilebrew imagery, s t a t e s  : "My kidneys a r e  consumed 
wi th in  me." me innermost organs a r e  o f t e n  used 
t o  desc r ibe  s t rong  f e e l i n g ,  i n  t h i s  case  yearning.  
Bcck t r a n s l a t e s  it: "My h e a r t  f a i n t s  with me." 

Permi t  me t o  quote a few l i n e s  from Edward 
Young's INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTM4ENT on 
t h e s e  ve r ses .  EIc s t a t e s  : "This rnagxff icealt 
s tatement  cf a bodi ly  r e s u r r e c t i o n  -- f o r  t h a t  
i s  p r e c i s e l y  what it i s  -- r a i s e s  a ques t ion .  
llow d i d  Job come t o  such a b e l i e f ?  Could he  ilave 
a t t a i n e d  it by mere r e f l e c t i o n ?  I th ink  n o t .  Z :  
seems t o  me t h a t  Got? gave him a s p e c i a l  r eve la -  
t i o n  o f  consola t ion ,  a r e v e l a t i o n  a l s o  which 
showed him how f a l s e  was t h e  p r i n c i p l e  upon which 
he had begun t o  reason.  ;n t h e  l i g h t  of t h i s  
r e v e l a t i o n  Job now cones t o  a c l e m  r e f l e c t i o n .  ' ' 2 G  

4. Job 33:23-28. These words are spoken 
by the  youngman El ihu ,  who i n  a firm bu t  k i n d  
manner reprimmded a l l  fou r  o f  h i s  e l d e r s .  These 
words can be  found i n  t h e  middle o f  h i s  long d i s -  
course. We t r a n s l a t e  them: 

If  t h e r e  i s  bes ide  him a Messenger (an 
Angel) , an I n t e r p r e t e r  ( a  Nediator)  , one i n  a 
thousand, t o  t e l l  man h i s  r igi i teousness , then  lie 
is  merc i fu l  t o  him and s a y s ,  "Deliver him from 
going down t o  t h e  p i t  (des t ruc t ion )  ; I have 
found a ranson." Then Elis f l e s h  w i l l  become 
f r e s h e r  than a c h i l d ' s ,  as h e  goes back t o  t h e  
days of h i s  youth. He prays t o  God, who i s  
pleased wi th  him, and he  sees  Ilis face with a 
happy shou t ,  3s Ile r e s o t r e s  t o  s i n f u l  man h i s  
r ighteousness .  He s ings  befcre men and says ,  
"I have s inned and viollzted idhat was r i g h t ,  and 
y e t  He d i d  no t  r e q u i t e  it t o  me. H e  ransomed 
me from going i n t o  t h e  p i t ,  and my l i f e  s e e s  t h e  
l i g h t  ." 

Please note '  t h e  remarhablc vords usc:! here, 
words t h a t  are rised i n  o v e ~ y  special  scnsc! sf t 1 . r  * f L  

Son s f  Cod: i W G E 5 ,  sr YESSL!>J{",F?:, S h e ~ c  x - r ?  nt~:~c:~c~:s  
p~ssagcs  i n  the Old Testazc;:t t h a t  cc-octain the 
cxpresa icn  "tl;c. Page% ;?f' Lsd7j O?P ':tile Ai lge l  af d!:~ 
LGF.H),'* and these reEsr ti? tEte T C , C O E ~  PCI~SCT; cf  the 
G o L k c d .  IE:TE%TKLTEI: ST. 3s Ecck zc;ldc~; i t  , 

T ' . f L  :'lfiT(3R., ;.e-$e?ps %c i-;:: i::~ 6;::~ 5::"::ds ~?C;:V:~C;? 
- - c-,(j .:E$. U S ,  R l ~ i g r ~ : ~ ~ ~ - : : ~ & L ,  a ; ; g l '  ;r i.12.6.c n r , ~ ~ :  r57!:c--;. 
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2 w l i ,  l.5 express td ,  '?iiA: 3' ~r zI.5: l:+i:;a?j ::I4 zr: t 
kL?.;?e L. nlcrc j~roivL::.t r,:cziiinz t!ial; r2czcL;- r ; ; ~  SrG-vc 
i;I:Li\f;2 or ;iiVlS$II 3%-c rccrcs v ; i t i .  a si-cc; t i ;  n::lzn;i;g 
d i en  applied t o  Je s t s ,  C-T + & ;rs incj-er2c4 5-11 
expression : "Gad rcstcrcs t o  s i n f u l  nan lli s rig!?t-- 
eeusness.': I f e ~ c  j.5 SIN 2nd Gp-rt.rlCg:;, iJEIC)<SX)eH?:C 2r;d 
FCllGT"L'ffESG. Alsc, Deiitzsc? x"(.;'@cTs <:G t117~~ Je- 
1 i verance a s  accomplished 'iy Gcd :iinsc?f tlircuql: 
i l i s  ~ o n . 2 1  

Fn Illis L i t t l e  book cntf";.leca, ""TfiE ROCK Gi: 
Jc'j8," D r .  Ludwig Fnerbringcr  ccmac~ts c:a t h l  s 
passage. ile says : "Thesc are impea'tanl, excce5- 
i n g l y  impcartsnt words, and 1:e 4 9 4  G L ~  have $0 me2:- 
t a t e  upon them for a v:!:ile. ir.czscnCc.r, tiiio 
speeks t o  t h i s  mcn, i s  not a lulxar, rr.csscrcsr, .:; 

many i n t e r p r e t e r s  c iai.m. Suck 211 azsui-,rt icr: is 
cc~trrry both t o  %!re tscrding 2nd tt;c ccx:eXt. 
This messenger is n c t  m e ~ e l y  t h e  prcclei~cr of 
t h e  deliverance , but  i ts  Pktztl;cr 8nL FleZi?4:oy 
Hc ?is t h e  !,lessranger, t h e  Aqgcl, 02  the hcrcL ,re- 
quentlp spoken of by ?-loscs 2nd t h e  l i n t ~ ~ i ~ ~ c ! > s :  
Ile i s ,  as here  s t a t ed ,  'one xmng a rhcr:sznd, cze 
ruho excels a:cng t h o t r s ~ n d s ?  thc  ,:r.$ol of  whcm 
Jacob says: fThe An$& t~l l ich  ~eseemed c c  from a12 
e v i l ,  Gen. 48:16; He whcm Job himse:f a l r w d y  i n  
Chag, 19 - 25  c a l l e d  'Rerleemel-' ; t h a t  Angel t o  w!lom 
God gives ?he ck'aa-rge , Chast , 9 3 j  24 - ' jl&ivc:.a" *:i.an 
from going down t o  t n c  p i t :  : found c ransom.' 
This i s  none o t h c r  than our L s ~ d  ~ ~ z d  S2.'i,~j.cl-r I : f e ~ ~ ~  

F." Christ. Even F r m z  Dclitzsch say' A : ? r ~ e  1s Y^gae~a 
a premonition (ve prefer ts calk i t  2 r c ~ ~ c l a t i a n :  
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o f  t h e  mystery unvei led i n  t h e  New Testament: God 
was i n  Christ, r econc i l ing  t h e  world unto H i m s e l f .  
(KOmfENTAR UEBEK DAS BUCW J O B ,  p .  412.) In o t h e r  
words, t h e  preaching o f  r c c o n c i i i a t i o n  is  t h e  
basis for ,  and t h e  m e a n s f ,  understanding why 
God sends a f f l i c t i o n s  . "22 

On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  s tudy of selections 
fz-03-3 t h e  Book sf Job,  as well as t h e  two r,thez- 
passages i n  t h e  Bible t h a t  refer  t o  him by nme ,  
it is  my convic t ion  t h a t  t h e  ques t ion:  "DID J O B  
KNOW THE SAVIOR, JESUS CIIRIST?" i s  n c t  on ly  a 
l eg i t ima te  ques t ion ,  h u t  one t h a t  d e ~ a n d s  t h e  
P 

answer: " E S ,  J O B  CEI! KNOI'I T IE  SAVIOR, RELIEVE -- 
I N  HIM,  AND TESTIFY OF mq 

In  conclusion,  permit me t o  mention one 
b i t  of  sound advice t h a t  an esteemed professor, 
D r .  Theodore Laetsch, gave me when as a young 
student  I had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of discussing an Old 
Testment mattcr with him, fi%ile I cannot remem- 
ber it verbatim, I sha l l  never f o r g e t  t h e  content 
o f  i t ,  whicl-r was t o  t h i s  effect :  "CHRIST I[§ I N  
THE OED TESTMENT. I F  YOU EARNESTLY AND PRAYER- 
FULLY LOOK FOR fIIM YOU WILE FIND IIIM, FOR iIE S A I D  
OF T H E ~  TESTM4ENT S C R I P T U ~  ' THEY ARE TIEY 
WICH TESTIFY OF ME."' I t  is my hope and prayer 
t h a t  YOU w i l l  a l s o  f i n d  t h a t  t o  be t rue .  

-- Rudolph E ,  flsnsey 
Eetf~any h z h e r a n  Sesninary 
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APOSTASY FROtf THE TRUE FAITfI 
AFTER LUTHER' s DEATH 

14, J ,  M e  Powis Smitlm, e d i t o r  and t r a n s l a t o r  of 
p o e t i c a l  bocks : THE OLD TESTPalENT, Nd 
MIERIICAE\l TRA"\rSLATIPk)N, p ,  840. 

A t  The Tercentenary of Luther's Death 

Judges 2 : 6-23 

Grace, mercy and peace Erorn Gad t h e  Fatlrcr, 
and f r e ~  the  Lord Jesus C i ~ r i s t ,  t he  Son of  the 
Fa the r ,  be with you a l l  i n  t r u t h  and love. A T ~ E . ~  

Dear Brothers and S i s t e r s  i n  C11.scis-t Jcsms: 

I t  was ttmrce hundred years agca today thnt 
the  mortal remains of  OUT blessed teacher ,  
D r ,  FIartin Luther,  were bu r i ed  i n  the  Castle C!.iurch 
a t  ::'ittenberg, t h e r e  tltey s t i l l  i-est i n  peace r~Pi'ci.1 
tlae day of  joyous restarrcction through Christ. To 
t h i s  day t h i s  sacred place has n o t  l a i d  aside i t s  
mourning c l o t h e s  put  on a t  tZne occasion of  Lutilerfs 
death. 

r3*, 2 2 ,  Fa~erbringcsr : Tl!C BOCK OF J G 3 ,  i ~ a n s l ~ ~ t e c !  :i?:- 
E I .  a pp, 5 3 f .  

kly f r i e n d s ,  do not  be surrriscd t h z t  today  
you a r e  agein asked t o  g ive  your-devout a t t e n t i o n  
t o  Luther ' s  departure oxit sf tliis l i f e ,  an2 t o  
s t and  with mc i n  spirit a t  Luther" gp.rzve as we 
stood four days ago a t  h i s  deathbed, ;f there 
cvel- was a time i n  whlhlcll it was a:~proprizte t o  
renew one's seme~brance cf t h e  b u r i a l  of 2; dl z-2 
g r e a t  witness of t l lc t r u t h ,  i t  i s  cert-ir.lj. our 
t ime. Far as soon as Luther d ied  a t  Cislcbcc, 
t h e  Gospel t r u t h  preached by illrn began to die i n  

God has given Iioly Scripture such a form 
that t h e  knowledge of t h e  t r u t h  is no t  on ly  
p o s s i b l e ,  but t h a t  s t r a y i n g  from t h e  truth 
is impossible as long as w e  cont inue  in the 
words o f  S c r i p t u r e .  

-- R. Piepe r ,  CHRISTIAN DOGPIATICS , I, 160 

mar;y evangelical htlreran ccx:gsegztic~~r., >ad nc:? 
>!ow, the coffin is already psepa~cd  a:ld -the g r a x  
is  r w d y  f o r  bur ia l .  Yes, sad t o  say, it is sP1 
t o o   TUG:: t h e  ~ernoss of most ss-ca.;aIB~d Lutheran 
preachers of  our time are nothirsg but  funera l  ser- 
mons for the Lutheran Church and he-.. dcetrinc, 
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Luther had long perceived t h a t  t h i s  would 
be t h e  course. Already i n  1521 he wrote: "God is  
my wi tness ,  t h a t  I have g r e a t  anx ie ty  i n  my h e a r t  
t h a t ,  un less  t h e  l a s t  day does not  te rminate  
even t s ,  God w i l l  withdraw Ilis Word and send tile 
German na t ion  such a b l indness  and hardness o f  
h e a r t  t h a t  i t  is f r i g h t f u l  t o  contemplate." In  
add i t ion  t o  t h i s ,  Luthcr wrote i n  1524 i n  h i s  
t r e a t i s e  t h a t  Chr i s t i an  schools  should be estab- 
l i s h e d ,  t h e  f a m i l i a r  admonition : 

Dear Germans, buy rfhile t h c  market i s  a t  
your door; ga the r  i n  t h e  ha rves t  while  
t h e r e  i s  sunshine and f a i r  weather; use  
grace and t h e  iA!ord of God while they a r e  
here .  For t h i s  you should know: God's 
Word and grace are a pass ing  shower which 
does not  r e t u r n  where i t  has  once heen. 
I t  came t o  t h e  Jews, bu t  i t  i s  gone; now 
they  have nothing.  Paul brought i t  t o  t h e  
Greeks, but  i t  is  gone; now they have tlic 
pope. And you Gemans dare  not  th ink  that 
you w i l l  have it  fo reve r ,  f o r  i n g r a t i t u d e  
and contempt w i l l  no t  l e t  i t  remain. 

F ina l ly ,  Luther wrote t h e  fol lowing prophecy i n  
h i s  prayer  book: 

There w i l l  be  those  (and they  are a l r eady  
a t  hand),  who w i l l  n e i t h e r  be l i eve  t h a t  
Chr i s t  is  r i s e n  from t h e  dead, nc?r t h a t  
H e  s i ts  a t  t h e  r i g h t  hand o f  God, nor  
w i l l  they  be l i eve  t h e  o t h e r  th ings  which 
fol low from f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t .  They w i l l  
s p o i l  everything,  b r ing  an end t o  t h e  
proceedings, and with t h a t  t h e  whole 
Chr i s t  w i l l  be l o s t .  

But we da re  n o t  th ink  t h a t  Luther,  who fo re -  
saw t h e  cor rupt ion  o f  t h e  Chr i s t i an  r e l i g i o n  and 
t h e  t r u e  doc t r ine ,  t h e r e f o r e  despai red  and d i d  
nothing t o  s t a v e  o f f  t h e  outbreak o f  t h e  g r e a t  

pemess ion .  OP1 th'e sosrtrary , bfel&?cIdthon recounted 
i n  h i s  fune ra l  sermon, which h e  gave three  hundred 
years ago a t  Luther ' s  bur ia l :  "I have pe r sona l ly  
observed t h a t  hc said  his iJraycrs for  t i l e  Church 
with intense weeping. Fcr he d a i l y ,  a% specified 
t imes and manner, recited a naqker ~f Fsalms, 
mingling h i s  prayers w i t h  13leadings and t e a r s  t o  
God." Lutllsr himself expizined why, especially 
i n  h i s  prayers for  t h e  cfir:rch in Ger~anay, hi, oftel; 
shed so many tears and sigllcd so laxcntably,  as he 
himself  explains i n  his t r es t i sc  on L e e ~ i r l g  c h i l -  
dren i n  school ,  i n  ~ d l i e h  Iae s ta tes :  

I pray God ,qraciously t o  3et me d i e ,  t o  
take  me hence, acd laet t o  Pct me see the 
n i s e r y  t h z t  i s  beund t o  csEe ove7 Gcr- 
many. For E hsEd t h a t  i f  t e n  ?.losesas 
stood and prayed f o r  u s ,  they r*.i.uld ac- 
complish nothing.  Then, t o o ,  I feel my 
prayer  rebound \&en I rrc~!ld pray f o r  my 
beloved Ccmany. 1.t does no t  p r s s s  
hcaxrentqard a s  i t  does when I am p r q - i n g  
f o r  otlaes matters, 

Thus, a s  o f t c n  as Luthcr called upor. God t h a t  !ic 
would preserve  tlis pure i\'ord and the t r u e  worship 
cf God i n  Germany, s o  o f t e n  it seemed t o  him as 
though he v:as n e t  beigg hczrd. ilc did n o t  exper- 
ience ,  a s  i n  o t h c r  prayers,  t k c  Amen ~f God i n  h i s  
hc2r-t. Nevertl:eless, iutl:er d i d  n o t  cxpcct t h c  
apostasy from t h e  trtie doc t r ine  "t occur a t  sene 
long-delayed t i ne .  ile ofteen saiG t o  tl:c p r ~ f e s c c r  
of jurisprudence , klieron)?nrrs Sc!~urf,  i n  i+ii*;ter.berg, 
concerning t h e  ~rofesscrs l i v i n g  i n  this c i t y  a t  
t h a t  ti~lne, '@=&ftcr GY c!ea.%h. r ~ m e  these eheolc- 
gians will ~~ITlaiil steadfast, '" 

Pin&' sad t o  say,  t h a t  which fol~csaw 
was a l l  t oo  evlde~tly fulfilled, Pernit  me now t~ 
speak ts you on t h i s  s ~ b j e c t  : tlact w i th  Luther a s  
dezth pure evangclica: d o c t r i n e  was consigned t o  
t h e  gsatre. 
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Text :  Judges 2 :5 -23  

TLais t e x t  t e l l s  us  t h a t  t h e  people of  Isrscl 
served t h e  Lord as Long as Joshua and o ther  p ious  
elders and judges were a l ivc .  Raised up by God, 
these rvere zealous for t he  t r u e  iqorship of God. 
But when these p i l l a r s  of t h e  cilurcl: d i e d ,  the 
true worsllir: cf God generally f e l l  away and fa lse  
ctoetrine and i d o l a t r y  gained tllc upper iland. \;ha: 
accordingly took place i n  t h e  time of  t h e  Cld Test;- 
rrcnt was, 53d to say, a prtvie;.;. cf t h e  f a t e  of  the 
iierd of God a l so  i n  the time of the Ncr~ l.csijrce;lt. 
For when God through one of  kiis chosen loya l  scr- 
v a n t s  refoms t h e  cllurch and purges t h c  doctrine, 
rxpericnce sliows, as Lutiler says j n his Church 
r 'os t i l  i n  t h e  Epistle f o r  next  C~:nday: 

l l i s t o ry  revcnls  t ha t  a t  no 1 , l ~ c e  in tiic 
world ]?as t h e  Gospel r c i ~ a i i ~ e d  p n r e  2nd 
unadulterated longer  t l l n i ~  the lifctinle 
of onc man. Rut on ly  so long as tliosc 
l i v e d  who brought  it for t i i ,  has it rc- 
mairlcc! and f lour is he^!. !;%en these passed 
on,  the l i g h t  went oat  w i t h  theci, follo;:cd 
immediately by s e c t a r i a n  s p i r i t s  and fn l s c  
teaclrers, - as S t .  Paul declared and saic1, 
' For I know t h a t  a f ter  illy dci ,zr t ing silall 
gr ievous lvolvcs enter  i n  mo:lg yol: not. 
spar ing  t h e  floclc. ' Thus i t  i s  a l so  a t  
t h i s  t i n e ,  

L u t h e r  cont inues ,  

We have t h e  Gospel, p r ec ious  and pure. 
Now is t h e  time of grace and salvation 
and t h e  acceptable day, b u t  soon a f t e r  
us it will be brought  t o  an end i f  t h e  
world should longer remain. 

Accordingly, l e t  me then b r i n g  t o  your 
r~.@men~f~sance 

THE APOSTAS"r('FIiG\1 TfIE PURE EVANGELICAL D3CT'kENE 
AFTER LWE%ER8 S 0E;iDS 

1. Ifow This  Apostasy Beg22 Soon Aftcr 
Lutl-ser ' s Dcatlx 

Tsere is z. t r ue  sav ing:  \$%:EIcT@ Go1 ' r b ~ i l ; ! ~  2 

cliul-cli , t h e  d e v i l  in~cdiately Imi l d s  3 chzpcl ricxt 
dos'., TdElerc God sovs t h e  seed cf !iis p u x  ~':oT&? 
and l e t s  it grovi, cy'il fa2 S O C : ~  cozcs 322 SCI :~~  

\t:cccjs of False ctcctyine a,?:s! p--d%c~ss l i f e  gxani; 
the irealzenly ii1aea.g.. Also i~ L'ntker ' s tir:.c emm.g 
thcse who w x e  led  ou t  r:? t h e  r(ol~!i~tl =GsPIcB pcr5C'71S 

KQPL. ~ e v ~ r  Iackicg rdio sought  t o  pollute f l ~ e  chri~cli.  
~ ~ i t i i  raew a b c r ~ a t i o n s ,  Soon a f - t c ~  $!~e iaork cf %he 
Rc$~r;?s,ztirma 'rsbosson~cd , Car lsta2"&irr. Kh ttczbc-zg &a-bad 
Zwingli i n  Zuricil, Switzerland, a r c e  and t a ~ r g i i t  
t h a t  the body aald blsasd of C h r i s t  are n e t  px-escxt 
and arc 310t received by the co;_:x"~ni::~rnts kxt Y l ~ l g '  
Coic~;cnie.n. Pn a d d i t i m  t o  this,  they ezst ar t t i c  

1~fnL & b ~  a l l  hnmless ceremonies, pict~res i n  th:: cT-*-.--'> 
t l ~  GIMCIZP~X, the s i g n  of  t k e  cross 213d s i ~ . l I ~ ~  
th-ings,  des i r cd  t1:creky t c  introduce z f a l s e  
s p i r i t u n l i t y .  T h i s  was t a r . ~ g i ~ t  by n certzii; 
Seh~i~cakfcPd, n SiZesfa-;., tasSJcnz:~, rckc fv.rt;-~ern;c~c 
asserted t h a t  tELe hicHy S c ~ i y - t u z e  is a de2;'I l e t t e r  
through whicla no ~ 2 . 2  cc2 h c  convcrtcc.!. Fix21iy 
there appeared during Lsthez ' s %in:: the i.=9~%2~tS.s% s, 

who, i n  addit.icn to 0th.. crrcxs, r r j e c " e d  i ~ f ~ x ?  
bai;.tism; and Agsicola, pastor t r  Lislehcl;. s s i 2 i :  

Taught t h a t  i n  the  Ci lyis t i  an Phl-r.~h . :he 5 : - , -  

but n e t  t h e  L B W ,  i s  to be .,-ireaci~ed, i - 3 ~ : ~  5:c::za ----L 

stomts stirred up by t!lcse c ~ e n t s  :\:ere violent, 
neverthele~s, God, t t f r ~ u g h  the faithful service cf 
Luther, maintaiaicd t h e  Evangc Piccrl kutlaeran Church 
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i n  u n i t y  and p u r i t y  of fa i th  and v~oss1ri.p. .lust a.; 
Jssfnua s u e c c s s f ~ ~ l l y  l ed  t h c  I s r a e l i z c  people  out  
sf Egypt t o  Canaan. and t.lirough Itis zeal overcame 
a l l  enemies; just as t h e  true rgorship was ~ a i n - -  
ta ined  dur ing  h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  ss L u t h c s  l e d  the 
Cl1ristian.s out of  t h e  Egyp t i an  d a r h c s s  a ~ d  
tyranny of tllc papacy an? r~maineci unti l h i s  
d e a t h  a  t r u e  watchnm or?, t i ~ c  ra:rrpaants o f  the 
c v ~ ~ g e l i e a !  Lion. Uncle;- ;:is tc;ltchful eye no ca r -  +f 
cuption of the  Gospel rvzs ::llci.cd t o  a r i s e  and 
f;pr e ad. Y 

Rut ~ ~ i h n t  c!~anges took ~ l ~ x c  as  soon a s  
Eanther's v o x e  was s i l e ~ ~ c ~ ! ?  i n  ci~a" ,~?!  ?;at o ~ ; l y  
d i d  temporal pttnir-hment be fa? l t l ~ c  until~?!!Lful and 
despisers of t h e  Gospel, a s  vss  previous ly  mcn- 
t i oned ,  but  t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  5;)iri.t among 'the Lu: t i l -  
eran C h r i s t i a n s  wl~ich L u t h e ~  s o  clcvotedly c ~ ~ b t i t ~ a -  
t e d  was a l so  soon t o r n  a p a r t  and t h e  t r u e  d o c t r i n e  
passed down by him was cor rupted .  I!llat Lutiicr had 
declared  concerning t h s e  a t  Wittenberg, t i l r a t .  a f t e r  
h i s  death none o f  t h e  theologians  would remnin 
s t e a d f a s t ,  became evident  a11 too  soon. As much 
good as t h e  g e n t l e ,  t imid ,  and doubt fu l  Flclanchthon 
had accomplished f o r  t h e  church a s  long a s  he was 
a t  Luther ' s  s i d e ,  and could,  s o  t o  speak,  lean  ~zytoll 

t h i s  he ro  and be l ed  by him, s o  v a c i l l a t i n g  3r.d 
t h e r e f o r e  so harmful and dangerous t h e  d e a r  !!c lanch- 
thon became as he s tood  a lone  on tile b a t t l c f i c l c l  
a f t e r  Luther ' s  depa r tu re .  Before Luther ' s  dea th  
he s e c r e t l y  a l t e r e d  t h e  Augsburg Confession t o  
p l ease  t h e  Reformed, and a f t e r  Luther ' s  dea th  lie 
was persuaded t o  make open concessions.  In  1548 
t h e  emperor, Charles  V ,  endeavored gradual ly  t o  
r e u n i t e  t h e  Lutherans and the P a p i s t s  and had a  
docunent drawn up by which t h e  e x t e r n a l  u n i t y  would 
be e s t a b l i s h e d .  Such a docmen t  , called T"he f ntcrira?," 
prepared by Elelanchthon and t h e  o t h e r  lvi t tenberg # 

t heo log ians ,  Uugenllagen and Paul Eber , accepted no gg papal  d o c t r i n e ,  bu t  d i d  accept  papal cerenlonies and 
t h e  papal form of  church government. Through t h i s  
e f fo r t  t hey  endeavored t o  es tabl ish e x t e r n a l  peace, 

but  t h e  r e s u l t  proved t o  'ijc tile very  opposite, 
remaining f a i  t; i  f u l  watcl~mcn o F t h e  t r ru t I t  r ccs j -n i  zcL1 
c lear ly  t h a t  Satan was on t!rc p r ~ ~ f ,  enrlczvol-ing 
t1-lrough such an e x t e r n a l  uni01~ t c  b r i n g  al:si~t ar: 
i n t e r n a l  union,  n m e l y  t o  smuggle t h e  o ld  ~ a ~ a %  
e r r o r s  i n t o  t h e  Lutlr@r%n CfrurcHi, Tltercfori. t l lc~:: 
l oya l  w a r r i o r s ,  as h s d o r f ,  a J u s t u s  .Jonas,  21 

E~hjn t ius  and o t h e r s  zealsusly 01:pcsed tlli s f a l ~ c  
u n i o n i s t i c  p r a c t i c e .  

N O ~ V  t h e r e  a rose  a great  co;;tsc;.c:-sjp ir; rile . . midst ~f tile Lut l~cran  Cliurch, I n  t l : t  t o r 2  co;;ci;- 
t i o n  of t h c  chu-ccia and i n  the j:cnc:-al confiaslc:: 
c:,ntinually mcrc pcopkc roSC ap a;:d too!; o ~ i s ? ~ i o n  
to trout-: l c  the claterci: 1: f t i1  t h c l  m: neii- Ea~gled FZT;'CT:- , 

a l a s ,  t h e r c  rsas no LuS:er prescnl;, KIIO r.-S t:: his 
power and d?terminat  ion could have stopped tlre 
youths of  t h e  ga insayers  3s S t .  P2u1 d c ~ z n d s .  
Indeed i t  f i ~ a l l y  h;;rppcne:! t h 3 t  2 grov.p cf i ~ ~ ~ a c h c l t - s  
sec-ret l y  C a l v i n i s t s  - and conseqrmcn"lly c a s t i n g  aside 
Luther ' s d o c t r i n e  a t  f i r s t  i n  SCGI-c%, ; n c %  t ! ? c n  ever 
more openly - infiitrated Lut!;erzn ~>~sFtiosb. . - : ,  I n  
s ~ , c h  circumstances t h c  purc d o c t r i n c  s ~ a r c e l : , ~  !;up- 
v ived ,  But i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  century  God agxin came 
t o  t h e  rescue  s o  t h a t  the Kosd corrlc! a,c;ai~, ha cci l -  
f idcr l t ly  proclaimed. God sycc . i f i ca l ly  motivatcc! 
August, thc Elec to r  of Saxony, t o  u n i t e  \ s i th  the 
p r inc ipa l  evange l i ca l  p r i n c e s  and thrcugh t h c  h e l p  
of s i x  d i s t i ngu i shed  devout theologians  dedica ted  
t o  t h e  true doctr inc ,  t o  draw up a docurrlcnt i n  
Klosterbergen a t  klagdeburg ir, which tltc cont ro-  
v e r s i e s  would be c l ea red  up and r e so lved  accord- 
i n g  t o  t h e  Word of God, and ttrhcrtsby tile u n i t y  c , f  

rT-6- t h e  Lutheran Church wo~~S.~l  ag:iTkl? I;c r-- tore?. , i # ~ j - L  

document was completed i n  zrtcl receivcc".ha 
name, ttFormula of  Conccrt;" Sc;3avse i t  t\?suld re -  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  concord sr u n i t y  which aaas l o s t  b t i t I 1  

Lu ther ' s  b u r i a l .  The pr inc ips3  a:~thors of t!-2s 

work were Jacob hdreae  *om T ~ e h i n g ~ n a  is Xt~ertec- 
berg,  h ' icolaus Selnecker  from L c i p d g  i r a  Srtxc;?t., 
and >jar t in  Chemni t z  from Brauns chweig , 
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God graciously granted grace so t h a t  t h i s  
work es tabl ished the  longed-for u n i t y  i n  t h e  pure 
doc t r ine .  Flcre than eeigilt thousand preachers and 
theologians signed. t h e i r  naqes t o  t h e  precious 
confess icsn , walereby t he  1~nal.t e ~ e d  Augfiurg COP$- 
Eess icn was again brought t o  l i g h t ,  delivered f ~ o m  
ris2nderstanding and nisintcrpretation, and rc- 
ceived anew by all i n  general .  

Nevertheless i t  is  regretta";le t h a t  the 
Lutheraji Chr i s t i ans  d i d  nc t  ~ ~ r z p z r l y  utilize t h e  
grezt grace which wzs extended t o  t h e n  through 
t h i s  anew cleansirag o f  the  doc t r ine .  'i11~tigh f a r  
a long time af ter  t h e  pre2aration of t h e  Formulo 
sf Concord there we-8-e "Lsue teachcrs who preached 
t h e  Gospel i n  i t s  t r c t h  3r.d p ~ r i - k y ,  nevcrthe!css, 
t h e  niajori ty abuscci t h c  doctTini,  of f a i t h  and - * 
salvatior ,  by  grace by renalnxny. i n  their  carnal 
security and r e l y i n g  on a dead f a l t l ~ .  Rut God 
ssorr chastened t h e  unfaitllfu-8 Eatlaerans . For i n  
t h e  year 1618 t h e  Th i r ty  Years i'kr broke o u t ,  a 
heavy chastisement f o r  Gemany which t:o~id. not  
recognize i t s  day of  grace. 'Icn arose such as 
John Amsit, John Geshard, and la ter  fleinrich 
F1~1:eeiPer and Bristiala Scr iver ,  rii'lro ~ r g % l y  and i n  
w r i t i n g  earnestly bore testimony aga ins t  meely- 
mouthed C h r i s t i a n i t y .  But t!-icre alxays was only  
a small number s i n c e r e &  converted t~ Gcd. St; 
t h a t  wlaicli S t ,  Paul writes i n  t k c  Secoxd E p i s t l e  
"e the 3%esstlPoni.ans came t o  pass, 8iBccause " i l i e y  

received no t  t h e  love of tlzc t r l z t k ,  t h a ~  ?hey 
might be saved. And f o r  t!iis c2t:se God shn l l  send 
them s t rong  delusion,  that. tliey shc.i;lrl bel ieve  a 
Pie; that they a l l  might be da:i~cd who belicvccl 
n@.t t h e  t r u t h ,  but  had pleasure i n  urnrigl~tcous- 
ness.'' 2 %lacsss 2:1H, 

;P, 
This brings me now t o  t h e  second par t  i n  which 
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e\rangciical d o c t r i n e  i s  b rought  to complet i u ~ i  i ;I 
our day. 

A t  -the crld o f  t h e  lirevicus c c n t ~ i r y  tz great  
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;t;:pcared t!lcx-e i n  tile Ccrr..:zr: 12;qur:,:qe , ~1.2 :ii=:c 
r!;sse~iti~l;rtcd anon:: :xli! r ~ 3 L  ~ ~ ' L ' c I  21 1y 3) :- ,:; 

* * Hcr,rncXZ and tllc L~romi::c,;t. ,,c,,, L ; J C C  " IC .,.;3k; .*I-; I- 
xere afread;.- no t  ai: f d i n g  i n  Ihv i nc  f n i -  t:;, :;;:bL ;: CTG 

no t  l ed  by t h e  S p i r i t  o f  Gad, ;: grc t i t  ; ~ ~ : : i : i 3 - ~  :. C ~ C  
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c?nc.m:lt>%3 [jf .I;e i:i HE@ , ;illL! thcr l  piarltct! %hi\ - - : b -  

IloyrS1; 3 c: arnhclic f ii:: t i ; v i r  c;tucsytr;a, 

?i:r ycaple, Zotlmsfol.:.. ,and f u x c r s ,  .:t f i r s t  
Iiaauw l i t t l e  o f  this evcr-i1r--eadcni11~ :mb'-t?j CE i-,i.- 
cause t h c  unbclic:4r:p !3rcnc!:ers 2lr.q-s prcz-::tcd 
i i ~ c ~ ; s c l ~ ~ ~ c s  t o  the pcop:e as thcii~i: tliej7 st i i i 
bclicvccl. the B i b l e ,  and as i f  sx.,dsr gl lsy  c ~ ~ ~ i r f  
explairi the Bible b e t t e r  than. ou r  G~C-i'i_.,-,ring 
f s re fa t i~oss .  But fror?, t32t t i : . i ~  on,  the i:~i:' 

, ~rcacf-lcrs preached e s s e n t i a l l y  czly :>arc I ~ ~ z t l i ~ : ;  
riloraiity. I n s t ead  of  tlae Szvia-s, t h e y  spoke ox1-y 
o f  v i r t u c .  The nev: j:rc:c,icrs taugl i t  p : . a c t i c ~ l l ~  
no th ing  any longer  of' rci;cntaa:ce and faith :;-I 
C l a r i s t  , cs~ lve r s ion  , t h e  :ICW bDit.tx and sane t i f  i - 
ca t ion ,  o r  sf C h s i s Y ~ s  i i i ~ i ~ ~ i t ? .  c: r  "be r~c.r---~- 
c f l i a t i o n  of a sinner ? ' a ~ o ~ g I r  ;!is b 8 ~ 6 3 ~ ,  GP ~ 7 5  -- 
g i n a l  s i n ,  or  of t h e  oy- re r ion  of  t h e  !!o~y Sp;r i t ,  
o r  about tile temp%atic.ils a f  S s t a n ,  and thc, l i f e .  
But t h a t  was not en(~~l~gln. NOW t h e y  introdncccf 
everywhere new h p n a l s  , n e w  eatccIaisms, pea$ dcvo- 
t i o n a l  l i ter%etlse,  new % @ x t b o ~ k s  f o r  tile sla?iso,s, 
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new agendas or l i t u r g i e s ,  from ~ghich they  had re- 
moved the o ld  pure Bible teaelling. Through such 
corrupted pub l i ca t  ions  f o r  church, scizool , and 
home they  endeavored t o  spread unbel ief  among t h e  
people.  What happened? Unbelief spread l i k e  
p e s t i l e n c e  from t h e  c i t i es  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  from 
t h e  pa laces  o f  t h e  prominent and wealthy t o  t h e  
co t t ages  o f  t h e  lowly and poor ~ n t i l  t h e  h e a r t s  
of  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  en t i r e  Gcrma:. na t ion  were af- 
f l icted with the  egidenic. 

But Gsd has irzdced s i n c e  1.8B7, when t h e  
j u b i l e e  anniversary  o f  t h e  i lefomatioi l  was observed, 
awakened here  and there teacl lcrs  a2d lapen t o  
recognize t h a t  t h e  Blble i s  God's Word and t o  con- 
fess t h i s  c lear ly  be fc rc  tl:c world. I :ur t l~eraore > 

Cod has  indeed again seen t o  it t%mt t h e  ques t ion  
"\fiat  must E Oo t o  be saved?" comes t o  l i f e  i n  
many sou l s .  Tilere a r e  furthermore i n  many p a r t s  
of Germmy l i t t l e  groups joi-ned toge the r  who per- 
ceive t h a t  t h e  niajori ty  of  t h e  rreicirers  teach  
f a l s e l y  and t h a t  t h e  new s c h o ~ l b o o k s  and hymnals 
conta in  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e ,  '%ese sntaller groups con- 
duct devotions and prayer meetings. F ina l ly ,  he re  
and t h e r e  t h e  o ld  x e l i a b l e  books are rescued from 
the d u s t  and published ancru, books i n  which t h e  
evangel ica l  d o c t r i n e  i s  again confessed and whereby 
many s o u l s  are brougllt on t h e  t r ue  way t o  sa lva -  
t i o n .  

But how g r i e v o ~ s  today i s  the p l i g h t  of our 
dear Evangel ical  Lutheran Church i 1ioi.r many thou- 
sands o f  preachers are there n c t  today who c a l l  
themselves r a t i o n a l i s t s ,  who openly preach agz ins t  
t h e  doctr ine  of  t h e  BiMe and only according to 
t he i r  Xztsmar;: reason! In add i t ion  t o  t h i s ,  I w w  m a ~ ~ y  
are there  no t  who c e r t a i n l y  want t o  teach according 
to t h e  Bible again, but do no t  recognize t h e  t r u e  
doct r ine ,  who do not  read t h e  wr i t i ngs  of Luther 
and other o ld  osthodox Lutheran teachers and ~ u @ h  
less, f o l  low them! Mow many Lutheran preachers  
hzve i n  r ecen t  t imes been won over  t o  t h e  f a l s e  

union with o t h e r  churches, have l e f t  t h e  Lutheran 
Glurcfl and have gone over t o  a new church, even 
one with t h e  b e a u t i f u l  name, TIze Evangel ical  Qlurcfa, 
and t h e r e i n  have sought t o  u n i t e  t r u t h  and e r r o r ,  
l i g h t  and darkness,  C h r i s t  and Reliall !low sad t h c  
s i t u a t i o n  is  moreover among t h e  Lutheran l a i t y !  
"R:e ma jo r i ty  who have been l e d  over  i n t o  uinbelief 
remain contentedly  t h e r e i n .  Othcrs a r e  e n t i r e l y  
ignorant  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  doc t r ine  which tiley 
have absorbed s i n c e  youth i s  e n t i r e l y  f a l s e  and 
does no t  agree with t h e  Bible and Luther ' s  doc t r ine  
i n  any way. Especially, rr,rtny who have beta e:itiiccd 
i n t o  t h e  new Evangel ical  Clt,usch do n o t  kna:; a t  a l l  
t l la t  they have thereby l e f t  t h e  n!other cI~urcIa and 
s o  f a l l e n  away f ~ o m  t h e  f a i t h  of  the fathc.1-s. 

f i l  s h o r t ,  t i lere  are feti so-cnl  l ed  Ltrtizcr;;irrs 
L G ~ O  know t h e  Lu"t:-iertin d o c t r i n e ,  and t;-lcre am'e CSCZI 

less  ::;ho are determined t o  rernair? stcadfzst  an i t  
even u n t i l  death. Love f o r  tits: trtlth :i;ts d i s -  
appeared. Not  a fcx Lut21crans \(;lo cs:! ,~ o ~ c r  1?13r~ 

t o  America thus  soon openly fa l l  al!jrty a114 jsin 
e i t h e r  tile wicked fact ions  s f  l oca l  S C O E ~ C T S  o r  
t h e  l o c a l  s e c t s .  Indeed, even those  141a itant t o  
be zealous Chr i s t i ans  take  of fense  a t  t h e  s t a t e  ~f 
a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  Lu thc rm Churcl;, and ins t cad  of 
remaining and he lp ing  t o  improve the s i t r rn t i -on ,  
they depar t  front it a;ld d e s p i t e  t h e  b e s t  of' i n -  
t e n t i o n s  f a l l  away a t  l a s t  i n t o  tire most extrerne 
f o r a s  o f  enthusiasm. 

Today, on t h e  anniversary  of  Luther s 
b u r i a l ,  every loya l  Llathcran s t ands  sigfaing i n  
s p i r i t  a t  Luther" grave and f e r v e n t l y  Sesceef-res 
Cod t h a t  lie would have mercy upon !{is Bzurc!~; Chat 
fle would g e n n i t  h e r  t o  a r i s e  out sf h e r  grave; 
t h a t  IIe would g ran t  many t r u e ,  g ~ ~ t B ~ o d o x ,  arid zea- 
lous preachers  of t h e  ancient. t r u t h ;  ti1z.t. Ile would 
i n c l i n e  t h e  h e a r t s  of t h e  l i s t e n e r s  by %iis kloly 
S p i r i t ;  t h a t  they ,  being d i v i n e l y  en l ightened ,  
might recognize and r e c e i v e  t h e  t r u t ! ~ ,  thsougl? it 
come t o  repentance and f a i t h ,  and be enabled 
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thereby t o  be  t r u e  Chr i s t i ans  and s t e a d f a s t  con- 
f e s so r s  o f  t h e  pure  evangel ica l  doc t r ine .  

O l e t  us  today, a s  we s t and  a t  t h e  grave o f  
Luther, t ake  t o  h e a r t  t h e  grievous apostasy o f  t h e  
Lutheran Church i n  Germany a s  wel l  a s  h e r e  i n  
America and herewith sol.emnly commit ourse lves  
i n  t h e  presence of God, t h a t  we w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  
make use  sf t h e  sp lendid  freedom of conscience, 
t h e  confession o? cur  f a i t h ,  and t h e  worship o f  
God granted us he re  i n  c:r I m d .  We will have no 
p a r t  with those  who v a c i l l r i e .  We w i l l  accept  no 
new d o c t r i n e .  We w i l l  r a t h e r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  doc- 
t r i n e  wl~ich God brought t o  f i g h t  again through 
Ltttfaer. We ; g i l l  a l s o  open our hearts t o  t h e  IIoly 
S p i r i t  t h a t  we do s,ot j u s t  ~ e c e i i v c  t h e  pure doc- 
t r i n e  with our understanding. Above a l l ,  we w i l l  
open our  h e a r t s  s o  t h a t  t h i s  doc t r ine  becomes 
within us a l i v i n g  and moving f o r c e  which works 
i n  us  t r u e  repentance m d  l i v i n g  f a i t h  t h a t  shoxs 
i t s e l f  i n  a new, Messed and h o v  l i f e .  Let us 
also bc  zealous t h a t  the p r i c e l e s s  t r e a s u r e  of t h e  
pure  d o c t r i n e  which God has  given us be shared by 
o the r s .  Therefore i n  t h e  confession o f  our  f a i t h  
l e t  our Love and humil i ty  ~ a t c h  our  earnes tness  
and zea l .  Let us  not  confcss  wi th  our  words, b u t  
a l s o  with our  deeds. Furthermore, l e t  us g l ad ly  
b r ing  our o f f e r i n g s  t h ~ t  t h e  o ld  s e i i a b l e  pub l i -  
c a t i o n s  may again  be c i r c u l a t e d  among t h e  people 
m d  t h a t  t r u e  t eache r s  0.5 the chet.n'cft and school  
be t r a i n c d  and equipped. 

F i n a l l y ,  l e t  us  not give roam t o  a s c h i s -  
mat ic  s p i r i t ,  But: over the grave of  cur  d e a r  
father i n  C h r i s t ,  t h e  b l e s sed  Luther,  Bet us extend 
t h e  hand sf brotherhacd and openly u n i t e  before 
the  world f o r  t h e  comon promotion o f  t h e  work of 
t h e  Lord w i t h  those  who remain f a i t h f u l  w i t h  us  t o  
the  o ld  d o c t r i n e  and chusch and who arc w i l l i n g  t o  
s t r i v e  toge the r  with us f o r  t h e s e  prec ious  posses- 
s ions .  If t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a l l  t h i s  should be l a i d  

at t h i s  a n n i v e r s a r y , ' c e r t a i n l y  the  b l e s s i n g  would 
be g r e a t ,  ye s ,  inca lcu la l , l e  and e t e r n a l .  

0 Lord, You who have a l l  1:~arts i n  t h e  i ~ o l l c x  
of "Your Hand, have mercy upon us! Grant us grace 
t o  r e tu rn  t o  t h e  f i rs t  love of t h e  t r u t l ~ .  As Ycxa 
oncc performed great deeds among our fat;:crs so?c!:.v 
tilroug1-t Your Iloly Kord, g r a t  ~ . ~ i c t o s ) ~  t c  t!,2t ISprL .  

', ,% 

i n  our day. Bring Your iic!y ;\,'ori! ag-z.:: ; 1-o:: . iiiidcz - 
the bushel and place i t  upon 2 i:ig?i car:. ' icst~ch, 
and again p r o c l a i a ~ ,  l c t  there by l ig! : t lG sc t:,..~t 
vb-e 312 CUT children ca:.; wz!L i:: t1:c -rzl)*s sf tlih 
l i g h t  and bc saved. Fcr tilis Yo11 : ; i l l  iJc prziccc! 
5y inn11mcrabl.e tci lgucs a l so  i n  tiic 12s: day?  :;? 
rescucl! s o ~ i l ~  bo th  I:_c%-e: i~ t irrc :?!IL!. l!n?c::%tr r .i:: 
ttle b lssscd  t t e r ; 2 i t y .  . ! twi~ 

f., T, Kobertssri re a3.ief;eA ccctu~tlic : l z - 2  
9 e xn Scripture : "I2 c x y l ~ ~ ~ i 3 , -  a d i i  CS.c;lnLt;c, it - .. is al.i.:ays to be re: .cr<.';e;-% 23 tr,at :.ve.r, 2 j ; x  - - 1  - 

explanation is s u f  ficicnt Lo meet tile eL : , r ; + , " ~ .  

If several poss ible  explzrlzt i ons  are : ~ - ~ ~ C Z " ; ~ ,  , 
it becomes all t h e  more unrezsorialle 5.r *: 

contend t h a t  the disc~2pa:lcy is irx.ecr..r,cL.&ie. 
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C h r i s t i a n  Soc ia l  Respons ib i l i ty  
as Expressed During the  Per iod  of ~ u t h e r a n  Orthodoxy 

and as Exemplified in the Theology sf Leonard l+dtter's 

A. In t roduct ion:  Tlic Purpose of tile Essay and Its 
---A 

Out k i n e  

The purposc o f  t h i s  esscy i s  t o  p r e s e n t ,  a l though 
i n  a sketchy and curscry fash ion ,  tile cxprcssior.  o f  
C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  r e s p c n s i b i l i t y  dur ing  t h e  per iod  of  
t i n e  fol lowing t h e  ReEsrnatien k~e1v.n a s  I,u.t22cran 
Orthodoxy o r  Post-Reformation Lutl:eranis-;i. In  par- 
t i c u l a r ,  we w i l l  do t h i s  iqith t h e  tltought of one 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h i s  period. : Leonard :!utter and 
I: is  Compendium Locorum ' f l l e~ lo~ ico ru rn .  

.--- --- L-------- -- - _.__._P 

To accomplisll t h i s  purpose, t h e  e s say  q u i t e  
n a t u r a l l y  d iv ides  i t s e l f  i n t o  three major sect ions .  
The first s e c t i o n  w i l l  c o x e r n  i t se l f  with a general 
d i scuss ion  of Lutheran Orthodoxy i n  regard  to both 
i t s  theology and i t s  ethics.  The na tu re  and ch2;lac- 
t e r i s t i c s  of each w i l l  be  discussed.  The second 
s e c t i o n  w i l l  examine t h e  C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  respons i -  
b i l i t y  o f  Leonard I f u t t e r ' s  CLT i n  order t o  exei?~plFlify - 
t hese  c l l a r a c t e s i s t i c s .  The t h i r d  s e c t i o n  will be  a 
conclusion where some a b s e m a t i o n s  a r c  o f f e red ,  

B. The Period of Lutheran Ortl~odoxy: Tlleclogy and - I_IP ---- --- 
Ethics  

Orthcdsxy was a. msvement within Lutheranism t h a t  
extended from t h e  w r i t i n g  of  the Formula of  Concord 

----..--..-.--3 - -.-_.li..--- i n  I577 t o  approximately t h e  deatl.. of L'avid Hollaz 
i n  1 7 1 3 . ~  Robert D. Pret:s sugges ts  three d i s t i n -  
guish ing  marks concerning i t s  n a t u r e  and genius.  

The first rnark he ca l l s  "a consel-vativc at tempt 
t o  preserve  t h e  Evangelical legacy o f  Lutller 's  

reformation .1v3 I t  was the  se l f -consc ious  i n t e n t  o f  
t h e  theologians of  t h i s  period t o  keep a l i ve  and 
b r i n g  t o  the  fore t h e  deep theological i n s i g h t s  won 
by Luther dur ing  the Reformation. I t  was conserva- 
t i v e  i n  t h a t  there was "a healthy respect f o r  t ra-  
d i t i o n ,  t h e  church f a t h c r s ,  Luther,  and the Lutheran 
Confessions. ''4 

Ihe seccncl r rwk  :.s "ax  ardent zeal f o r  rl.2 puri';y 
of t h e  'Doctr ina Evzngcl i i .  w'5  This zezB i s  C ~ I ; L F ~ C -  

tcrized as "daunflcss power, exact principline, 
gigarhti r- schsl-rship, 2nd Lr?n:ing an2 q t ~ b b ~ ~ i l  dcvc- 
t i c n  tc a sil:gle cnc!. '6 A l l  t-1,: .; activity is zildcr- 
taken i n  t h c  i n t c r c s t  of tile ' 'puri ty" o r  t r u t h  o f  
tile vEvmgc l i ca l  Doctrine ." 

Tile t h i r d  and f i n a l  nark o f  tllc ~ z t u r c  o f  Lutheran 
orthodoxy as described by iJreus i s  "a d e f i n i t e  con- 
f ss iona l  and doc t r i i l a l  p o s i t i o n .  ':7 Lutheran C:-Zi:o- 

doxy h a s  a d e f i n i t e  d o c t r i n a l  position ~ h l c h  Ls 
grcund i n  lloly S c r i p t u r e  ;is t h a t  i s  ilncierstood i n  
t h e  l i g h t  of the  Church Fat l~ers ,  Lutller, ~ n r !  t h e  
Col~fess ions  . 

Preus goes on, t h e n ,  t o  discuss what  he c o z ~ s i d e ~ ~  
t o  be t h e  f i v e  d i s t i n g u i s l l i ~ l g  character is t ics  of  
Post-Reformation ~u theran i sm.  

1. "Doctrinal un i ty .  97S This d o c t r i n a l  u n i t y  
embraced no t  only d i f f e r e n t  men, bu t  it also ex- 
tended across  t la t ional  boundaries and tliroug!: a. 
long pe r iod  of  time. 

2.  " ~ o l e m i c s . " l ~  Polemics o r  ar.ur.entntioz: 
k,ermeated the theo log ica l  iriorks of t i l i ~  r ine zs 
t h e  Orthodox position was worked. c~rt in ccntra- 
distinction t o  t h e  Anabaptis t ,  Refcmed, and Cnth- 
o l i c  positions, especially these last  two. 

3 .  "Catholicity and ~ o n f e s s i o n a l i s r n . " ~  It was 
c a t h o l i c  o r  universa l  i n  t h a t  as each a r t i c l e  of 
f a i t h  was worked out constant recourse was made t o  
the  Church Fathers. It was confessional i n  t h a t  
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k,ermeated the theo log ica l  iriorks of t i l i ~  r ine zs 
t h e  Orthodox position was worked. c~rt in ccntra- 
distinction t o  t h e  Anabaptis t ,  Refcmed, and Cnth- 
o l i c  positions, especially these last  two. 

3 .  "Catholicity and ~ o n f e s s i o n a l i s r n . " ~  It was 
c a t h o l i c  o r  universa l  i n  t h a t  as each a r t i c l e  of 
f a i t h  was worked out constant recourse was made t o  
the  Church Fathers. It was confessional i n  t h a t  



The Book of Concord provided t h e  h c m e n e u t i c a l  - -- - 
n o n s  f o r  t h e  proper i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of S c r i p t u r e  
(which is  t o  be t h e  sole  source atid norm o f  C h r i s -  
t i a n  doct r ine  and praceice8. 

4. ItLlrther and Lutheran Orthodoxy. "I2 ?hc 
Lutlieran theologians af t h i s  e r a  made a concerted 
e f for t  t o  s tand  i n  l i n e  with the deep theo log ica l  
i n s i g h t s  blazed by Martin Lutlici-. To be scre, ~ i t l l  
the  passage o f  t i m e  much oA' tlre en thus izsn  and 
v igo r  of  Lutller were replcced wit!.. t h e  l c s s  charis-  
matic  s t y l e  cf m c t I ~ c i i c z l  p rec i s ion .  

5.  "Exegesis and Dogxztics . "13 Dogmittics was 
envisioned as t h e  o rde r ly  p resen ta t ion  cf t h e  
ar t icles o f  f a i t h  found i n  Sc r ip tu rc .  The excgc t i -  
c a l  p r i n c i 2 l e  emplcyed t o  accomplish t h i s  t a s k  was 
t l ~ z t  S c r i p t u r e  i n  and of  i t s e l f  i s  c l e a r  and i t s  
meafiing car. be e a s i l y  understood. Tllcrefore, o f t en  
i n  defending a p a r t i c u l a r  "locus ,:I s c r i p t u r a l  pns- 
sages woulil simply be  l i s t e d  i n  s u ~ p o r t  lritllout any 
attempt t o  of fe r  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

Preus,  a s  a r e s u l t  of  h i s  s cho la r sh ip  i n  t h i s  
area, d i scc rns  three per iods  withir,  t h e  chronology 
o f  Lutheran Orthodoxy. Thc first per iod  i s  "the 
gclden age o f  ort%zoloxy."l4 Puring t h i s  t ime t h e  
theo log ica l  p o s i t i o n  and outlook cf orthodoxy i s  
c r e a t i v e l y  worked ou t .  T h i s  is  followed by "higli 

where t h e  Luther212 p o s i t i o n  is 
worked out  i n  corlscious contrzdis tinction t o  the 
Reforined and Catholic p o s i t i o n s .  Tile l a s t  pe r iod  
i s  : ' the s i lver  age of  orthodoxy."16 Tile important 
znd noteworthy c c n t r i b u t i o n  of t h i s  period i s  t h e  
in t roduc t ion  of t h e  a n a l y t i c  o r  deductive method 
of  theology. That i s ,  t h e  method of  working 
backwards from t h e  r e s u l t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t .  

The method employed by the L'rthodox Fathers  i n  
t h e  area o f  ethics rtTas t h e  ~ a n c  a s  t h e  one employed 
i n  t i~eology.  That i s ,  t h e  method used t o  answer 
t h e  ques t ion  trl'lhat are we a s  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be l ieve?"  

was t h e  same used t d  answer t h e  q u e s t i ~ n  "\fiat: 
a r e  we as Chr i s t i ans  t o  do?" S c r i p t u r e  was t o  be 
not  only t h e  source and norm o f  d o c t r i n e ,  but  alse 
of p r a c t i c e .  The Bible conta ins  more than t h e  
necessary a r t i c l e s  o f  fai th one i s  t o  belie7:c i n  
i n  order  t o  ob ta in  s a l v a t i o n  f o r  it a l s o  i nc l cdcs  
mate r i a l  o f  a  more "p rac t i ca l "  na tu re  as t o  h m  
one is t o  l i v e  his l i f e  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h a t  salva- 
t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  tlac s e l f ,  t h e  world, and 
o the r s .  The C h r i s t i a n  can look t o  tine 3 i b l e  f o r  
norms, gu ide l ines ,  o r  "lalgst' by wliiclt I l k s  l i f e  
;r; t o  be governed i n  accordance w i t t i  " ,~c  liiil of 
God. I t  should be c l e a r  t h a t  f o r  tile C t ~ r l s t i a n  
tl lesc "laws" ??_re followcd not  s o  -that zaE-;ficl,tio;: i s  
thereby mer i ted ,  but  -to express h i s  t:~:rnks::~ving 
f o r  what God Iias done f o r  21im i n  C ' I 2 r i s t .  

As an a s ide ,  i t  st-iould I):, r;.,cn",ir;iieC t!ic!t f ~ r  
tile nlost p a r t  the rc  were fel~? ct ; l icai  works a i ~ i . t " i h : ~  

s e  . " Rather ,  et!; icn l co~nments lsrcrc s ~ ~ b s u ~ ~ e c !  
i~~it :~in t h e  larger  %: ic~lcg ica l  wor!;s. 7'112 reasoil 
f a r  t h i s  should be abund2~l t ly  c lcar ,  T f  t!loolnf;y 
is  t h e  o r d e r l y  p rcscn ta t fo r~  cE .:he artic:~..; a F  
f a i t h  found i n  S c r i p t u r c ,  ;tnd i f  S c - i p t ~ r c  can- 
t a l n s  material! tI-tnt di.sctisscs b:'imt one. Ps t o  do, 
then e t h i c s  wculcl Ilc ;ul;suined ur~dcr  the01 og:. 
This  a l s o  sugges ts  t h e  anrc..n.cre sf cipy~soac1-t tcl~icl: 
must b e  taken t o  gai i l  rt piccu-ie o f  tile e t h i c s  
of Lutheran Ortl~odoxy . To f i n d  t 3 . ~ i r  C~II ICS 031e 
must read  t h e i r  thcalcgica:  .ri;c,.rks. 

What i s  t h e  p o r t r a i t ,  tiler., of  t he  ethical.  
l i f e  o f  t h e  Chr i s t i an  t h z t  is G~_.a$,r;: b:- t" ls  xcthcc%T 
In p a r t i c u l a r ,  i n  l i n e  :.Jitl; t l i c  scoFe of  t h i s  
pap-, how a r e  wc t~ ~:aimmttttie a*c%L3tims ~iaicil a 
Chr i s t i an  has  with cgtiaers? 1'9, be ~~,0~.'43 exac t ,  himat 
i s  h i s  C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  r e s p c n s i b i l i t y ?  

C l a s s i c a l l y ,  Lutheran Orthodoxy d iv ided  tizc 
b i b l i c a l  ma te r i a l  guiding tkre Chr i s t i an"  sr@latior,s 
wi th  o t h e r s  i n t o  t h r e e  major Ileaclings. Tie Cln-iistian 
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works out  h i s  l i f e  with o the r s  i n  one o r  Eore o f  
three d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  spiieres . O r ,  a l t e r n a t e l y ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  backdrop of  

Luther? two kingdomsq d o c t r i n e ,  t h e  spheres can 
be v i sua l i zed  by t h e  f0P~owing diagram ( 2 ) :  

Johannes Gerhasd i n  h i s  Loci 'fileologici has t h i s  
P t a  say concerning t h e s e  t h r e e  spheres .  

Three estates  o r  o rde r s  appointed by God 
ir. t h e  Church, are enumerated, v i z .  , t h e  
ecc! cs i a s t i ca l  , the ] ~ o l a t i c a l ,  and tl:e do- 
mes tic, kfi!icI~ a r e  also f~eque:-. t l lr  ca l led 
"hierarchies. " The "domestic" order i s  
devgted t o  t h c  m u l t i ~ : l i c a t i o n  cf tile i~urnm. 
race,  tllc "political ,'' t o  i t s  p ro tec t ion ;  
t h e  "ecclesiastical ," t o  i t s  promotion t c  
eternal s a l v a t i c n  . rile ' ' d ~ ~ ! e s t i c ! ~  e s  t a t c  
hcs  been e s t ab l i shed  by Gcd agzins t  wzn6er- 
i n g  l u s t s ;  t h e  "nolitical" aga ins t  t)Tanny 
and robbery; t h e  "ecclesiasticnl" aga ins t  
lieresics and cor rupt ions  of  d o c t r i n e .  "I7 

The tlirce s o c i a l  sphcres are the domestic,  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l ,  and t h e  ecclesiast ical .  'i41e fo l lowing  
diagram (1) se rves  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  r e l a t i o r .  of  
t h e  Chr i s t i an  t o  these  t h r e e  spheres :  

The Domestic Sphere 

The P o l i t i c a l  Sp!~ere 
!-.--8 

-6, 

1-1 Xle Ecciesizst icaat  

# -  Sphcre 
r j  

@ 

Ttme C h r i s t i a n  

The E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Sphere 

Diagram 2 

The P o l i t i c a l  Sphere 

The Domestic Sphere 

The in terconnect ing  l i n k s h e t w e e n  t h e s e  t h r e e  
d i s t i n c t  o rde r s  of  C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  dynamics a r e  
(1) t h a t  they are ordained by God (2) f o r  t h e  pur- 
pose of buildi~g up and p rese rv ing  h i s  church 
(3 )  o f  ind iv idua l  b e l i e v e r s  who may occupy more 
t h a n  one sphere a t  a  t ime. 18 

I t  w i l l  be noted t h a t  f o r  each sf these  t h r e e  
sphcres ordai:~ed by God t h e r e  is  a  p r a c t i c a l  pur- 
pose and both a  p o s i t i v e  and a negat ive  funct ion .  
7llcir purpose i s  p r a c t i c a l  because each e x i s t s  
f o r  t h e  bu i ld ing  up of and preserv ing  t h e  church, 
t h e  community o f  b e l i e v e r s .  Thei r  funct ion  i s  
p o s i t i v e  i n  t h a t  it al lows f o r  cons t ruc t ive  growth 
and it  i s  negat ive  i n  t h a t  it checks d e s t r u c t i v e  
tendencies .  

Let us f l e s h  o u t  t h e  above s k e l e t a l  ske t ch  of 
t h e  t h r e e  s o c i a l  spheres by examining i n  g r e a t e r  
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d e t a i l  t h e  thought o f  Leonard Hut te r  a s  found i n  
h i s  CET, 

6, An - f Lra thmn b thodoxy :  Leonard --- 
Lscerum Thee lgsgi.csr~fn 

Prcus o f f e r s  tllc fallswing brief  biegraphical 
sketch sf Leonard f Iu t te r ,  

Leonzrd l iu t te r  j15.55-16 16) was b e r g  
c t  HeIlir,.cn, ~!'iirticml;ez~ and s tud ied  a t  
S tmsboury ,  Leigzig, ~ l e i d e i b e r g ,  a d  
f i n a l l y  Jena, whcrc he reccived h i s  dcc- 
t s r a t c :  ir, theology. Af ter  the f i n a l  
overthrow of t h e  Philir ,p~is.ts he was 
c a l l e d  t o  Niifcnberg as p ro fes so r  of  
thcolcgy . Tarether \L" t l i  S i les  ;3mnius 
lae w s  most cffcct ive i n  es"cbIishi?lg 
confessional.  H,utl-zerara orthodoxy. ::is 
a c t i v i t y  centere2  ~ ~ r i m a r i l y  i i7  dogmatics 
and sy-mboBics. 112:; 130st i m p ~ r t a i l t  lv'ork 
i n  sy&mlics wzs h i s  ccncordin Concors , 

----.--.IP-- ---..-- 

w r i t t e n  i n  1614, 5n h-hici~ he defended 
t h e  Fornula cf Concord i n  r e p l y  t o  t h c  
Calvir l is t  Ruuo'lf : isspi~i ' ;n. An impor- 
t an t  con t r ibu t ion  i n  dagmatics was h i s  
l i t t l e  Conpcndiw. .Locoruri~ Reologicorum -- -7-- 

ex Scri~tura Sacra e t  Llbro Concordize -- _Y_P_ - -- -------Y- 

Col lee tua ,  T h i s  work was ordered by --- 
E l e c t s r  Christ ian I!: t~1 be Z? textbook 
i n  s t r i c t  conformity x i t h  t h e  Formula 
o f  Concord. Thc book becmc popular i n  
a l l  q u a r t e r s  of t h e  church and %as used 
f o r  genera t ions  i n  Ccmany, I t  was 
ed i t ed  seve ra l  t imes i n  t h e  19th  century ,  
and a new e d i t i o n  by W. T r i l l h a a s  was 
pub l i s l~ed  i n  Berl in i n  1961. i l u t t e r t s  
Loci Cocmunes Theolsgici ( l916) was an 
p__q -- 
enlargement o f  h i s  compendium and was 
used as a textbook i n  seminar ies .  

Although n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o r i g i n a l ,  
Hut te r  o f f e r s  a  c l e a r  and except ional ly  
wel l -out l ined  s e r i e s  o f  d i scuss ions ,  19 

He provides the  fol lowing a d d i t i o n a l  ma te r i a l  
concerning I.Zutter8 s CLT. - 

A t  l e a s t  one o f  the Lutl~eran dovat i -  
c i ans  , Leonard I f u t t e r ,  ccnstruc.tcd a 
Compendium Locorum Theologicorum, o r  -- 
small  dognatxcs book, t h a t  was r e a l l y  
rnl cp i toze  of t h e  Lutheza~l Syr,iScPs, 
f i u t t e r  c i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  Augsburg 
Confession and t i t @  Formula o f  Cc?ncorc!. 
This work, f i rs t  published i n  l6lO and 
going through maxy e d i t i o n s ,  was pc;.;.;n~- 
f o r  generations as a textbook.20 

lile theology o f  Leonard ! lu t t e r  s t z n d s  c l e ~ r l y  
wi th in  t h e  framework d e l i n e a t e d  by Preus for a 
proper  understanding of Lutheran Orthodoxy. From 
the  f u l l  t i t l e  of t h e  book i t se l f  l iutter  gives u s  
t h e  theo log ica l  methcd he  will employ. I I i s  t he -  
ology is  an at tempt t o  present i n  an order ly  and 
concise fash ion  a l l  t h e  a r t ic les  ("loci") o f  
f a i t h  a s  found j.n S c r i p t u r e  and r e c a p i t u l a t e d  i n  
The Book of  Concord. fie does t h i s  i n  t h i r t y - f o u r  --- 
a r t i c l e s  beginning7iith ffDe S c r i p t u r a f t  and ending, 
appropr i a t e ly  enough, with "De Vita aeterna. " 

Given t h e  i n n e r  l o g i c  of  t h i s  t heo log ica l  
method it was necessary f o r  him, as t r u e  f o r  
Lutheran Orthodoxy, to subsume ethics w i t f ~ i n  t k c  
genera l  framework of h i s  t21eolog-y. The e th ica l  
cons idera t ions  o f  Illutter as t o  what the  IZi.bPe 
says  concerning what t h e  C h r i s t i a n  i s  t o  do i s  
found wi th in  the l a r g e r  context  of a l l  the b i b l i -  
c a l  doc t r ines .  In  other words, t h e  gu ide l ines  
given by S c r i p t u r e  f o r  t h e  governance of one's 
a c t i o n s  a r e  a s  much a r t i c l e s  of f a i t h  as t h e  more 
a b s t r a c t  (e .  g. , "De Deo uno e t  t r ino")  . They a r e  
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p a r t  m d  parcel  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  be l ie f  s t r u c t u r e  of 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n .  

me table o f  cgdn"Lents r e v e a l s  t h a t  t i u t t e r  
d iv ides  t h e  social etliieal actions of  the be- 
l i ever  according t o  the  threefold  scheme presented 
abeve, !IIe discusses the ecclesiastical orde r  i n  
z~tlcPes 16 "De ? l in i s t eT io  e t  Qrdi.nc EccHesias- 
ticcPw2? 27 "De ~ c c i e s i a , " ~ ~  and 18 I1De Libertate 
Ciiristiacn ez r i t i b ~ i s  Ecc les i r s t ic i s ,  s :ve Adia- 
2!!c.ris,'i='3 t h e  politicrl ordc- ir. aTt ic le  27 
"Be Hfagistrzter e t  rebus cPvH l ibms,  1t24 and ? n s t l  
t h e  dornestic order  i r i  artkclc 29 "llc Conjugio. tt2S9 

The ccclesiastkcal o r d e ~  i s  t'.iscussed xn 
z ~ t i e l e s  $6,  17, anC 2 8 ,  

1. The m i ~ l i s t r y  i s  the "docendi Evangelii, e t  
l ' c ~ r i g e n d i  sasrmienta. b '2h  

2. I t  i s  done " U t  fillem consequmur . . . 
Nm per verbm e t  s a c r m e n t a ,  tznq~ja~n 
pe r  media dorlatur Spiritus Sar~ctus ,  qu i  
fidecl e f f i c i t ,  ubi. e t  quando vis tm c s t  
Dco i n  i i s ,  qui  undiunt ~ v a n ~ e l i u r n . " ~ ' ?  

3 .  This m i n i s t r y  is  instituted "a Deo ipso."28 

4.. "Keme in Ecclesia Dei publicc debet  docere 
aut  administrare Sacramcnte, n i s i  qui  r i t e  
est  vccatus . 1f29 

5. T h i s  ca l l  i s  issued "ad. totam ~ c c l e s i a m . ' ~ ~ ~  

1. "Ecclesia Vera e s t  corlgregatio Sanctorum, 
i n  qua Evangelim r e c t e  doce tur ,  et 
Sacrmenta r i t e  adn in i s t r amtu r  .w31 

2 .  The marks o f  t h e  church are " n c ~ ~ p e  p u r i -  
ta tem doe t r inae  e o e l e s t i s  : e t  legitimun 
Sacramentorum usun. 

ssent iam EccPesia Vera s e m p r  una 
1 r 33 

4. "Quia autem lioc i n  v i t a  ~ ~ u ? t n  accidunt 
Ecclesia verae ,  ideoquc respcctcr zcci-- 
dentitun e t  circmstr*ntiorum. . tli stf;i;ic- 
ti;nein a d ~ i l l i t .  . . : $34 

5 , 'Rle d i s t i n c t  i ons  \ t r t ~ i c h  can he made art3 3s 
fo?1o\ts : 

a) v e r n / f n l s n j 5  
tr i~~?t~)l iantern/;si! i iar~ten~'~ '  

c;l v i s i b i l i s / i n v i s i b i l f l  _o 

cl) i 1 ~ r t i ~ 1 1 1 a r ~ r n I u n i \ r r r s n l o ~ - ' ~  

A r t i c l e  18. De L,ikertzf c Chri st i : ina c t  IIJ. t .iI~tes 
E c c l c s i a s t i c i s  Sivc .4dia;>i-orl>: : 

1. C h r i s t i a n  1ibert ;)-  "cs t  i ~ s ,  r;Lt&: ~ t l ~ e  cre- 
ak,:~ i tlc den te s ,  a scrvi t ; r tc  i?~i=ctrt l , G - T ~  ' 7 -  

1)iabol i , ma?cdiet  is. 2 l .,.{;is, c t  <lt?tcrrI:i 
mortc: quj.:? ct 3 i tLgc  cercmor~i;ir;~i i , . ~v j  - 
t i carum,  ~IILYI t i ~ n i i i h  per 
CIlristum s u n t  liiberzt i . 

2 .  Church traC.i t i s n s  "sun$ ord;kta.tait iones 
humanae dc cerenpnii 3c x i  ti11il~ e x t ~ : ~ i ~ i s .  ""' 
In o t h e r  worzs, t hey  2-e adiapl~osa .  

3. Thei r  purpose : "itropter tlcce~~tern i n  
Ecc le s i a  ordinem, cf, p i m  r l i sc ip l inm 
conservandam c o n ~ t i t u t a c . " " ~  

Tne i ~ o l i t i c a l  o rde r  i s  d iscussed  i n  article 2 7 .  
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Article 2%. Dc f . lazis tratu e t  Rebus C i v i l i b u s :  

P, "?lagistratus p o l i t i c u s  e s t  persona a Deo 
c rd ina ta ,  ad conservationem l e g i s  i n  
ex t c rna  d i s c i p l i n a ,  c t  yuide;,> utrrisqquc 
tabulae Cccslogi , e i  ad pacis defensi  one2 : 

; hn'cens potestctem punrendi v i  corpornli . 
2 .  Tdrcse i n  p o l i t i c a l  a ~ t l ~ o r i t y  11rt.v~ foue 

f ~ ~ : c t i o n s  or" tasks,  

e )  "Prinm-i, Curan zgcrc u t r iu sque  t a3u lzc  
Ilccalogi , qucd ad cxteyiiam discipl i r .m 
tz t t inc t  : 

b) ,4lterum: Fcrre k g c s  de i ~ c g o t i i s  
c i v i  l i b u s  c t oecor,s!nicis, i~lri divine 
e t  nrrturabi C C ? P S ~ ~ ; % ~ T P C ~ S  : 

e )  Tertium, scdulo providzrc ,  u t  lcgcs  
p r o m u l p t a e  ~ ~ e s r i a n t  Irl executiozer!: 

d) Q u a r t u ~  : de l  inquenti1;us pro  qunl i te tc -  
d e l i c t i  pocnas i r r o g s r e :  obcdientes  
favore  c t  p r a c n i i s  of  f iccrc.  ' 1 4 j  

3 .  Tile Chr i s t i an  l i v c s  i n  two worlds.  

a)  "de regnc Cllrxst i ,  quod est  s p i r i t u a l e ,  
hoe c s t ,  inchoat  i n  corde n o t i t ~ a n i  Dei 
fidcm, j u s t i t i m ,  et v i t a ?  acternan.  1146 

b) "de s t a t u  c i v i l i .  . ." itrl~ose "legi t imne 
o rd ina t iones  c i v i l i  s i n t  bona o ;xm €IciuJ7 

4. " legibus obtempcremus...: e t  hac obcdicn- 
t i a  charitate111 inbe t  e x e r c c r e . ~ ~ ~  

5 ,  The Chr i s t i an  as he l i v e s  i n  tllc " s t a t u  
c i v i l i "  i s  t o  o r  may do t h e  fcl lowing:  

c j  TO wage wars1 
d) h:akc c i v i l  c o n t r a c t s  52 
e) Possess p rope r t  
f )  To t a k e  an oath fi3 

g) "Necessario debent C h r i s t i a n i  obedi re  
? . lagis trat ibus s u i s  c t  i c o i l ~ u s  : n i s i  
cum inbcnt  peccarc . . . "" 

The domestic o rde r  i s  discussed i n  a r t i c l e  2 8 ,  

These slml;lnr? s"tzT,c~:lcnts ;:-*e t i a i "  !:igh prjints 04' 

1w-I13t III;-~-ter r=c>nslt:crs t o  be t3e !?il-,lic:il g1xid~1S:icz 
' i .  

,ti-craf i v c  i n  t h e  Chr i s t i zn  's s o c i a i  s;;iicrc. : ! i c y  
:1.1-f~ r;c',i:~i t tccl ly ; ) r i c f ,  h11-t this  i s  L ' O ~ S O T . F C ~  \ \ t i 1  

: , is  tiesirc t o  ~lrcl~hzcc n sitart rnmpr:ldLi:: c3.f' 

Christ ian doetrir:::. 

1. A s u p e r f i c i a l  cr4ticls3 :hnt corlli  1.e 
raised agains t  t!;c gui.rte?i nc-r c: :;crw d i  l ;ncr : td  
by Leonard I lu t t c r ,  i n  ~ ? ~ r t i c . u l ; : r ,  GEL! Liitilerzn 
R .~rt;:.r'doxy, i n  gei:crnl ,  cor,ccri:i:-i:~ m e  5 C11ri.s; i ;:i: 
s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i c  t h a t  t h e y  arc s i x p l i s t i c ;  
s t a t i c ,  and incos:pletc. Ht:t  t o  0nie;tain such :? 

c r i t i c i s m  is  t o  c o r l p ? e t c l ~ ~  ~isundcrstand a d  m i s -  
r ep resen t  t h e  s t a t e d  ixitcnt of  these til~01o::i.s::~. 

I t  was t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  G E ~ C F  the C h ~ i ~ t i a l ' ~  a 
c l e a r  and o r d e r l y  p resec tn t ion  o f  t n e  a r t i c l e s  e f  
f a i t l l ,  both t!lose of Got-trine and t h o r c  cf - p : * ~ c t i ~ -  l 3  

t h a t  a r e  found i n  S c r i p t u r e .  To bc sure ,  t h i s  v:rsld 
be incomplete,  but  so i s  S c r i ~ j t u r e  i n  the  sensc that  
not  a l l  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  r h i c h  ;lmy confront  t h e  
Chr i s t i an  i n  t h e  social  spllere a r e  ccntained the rc i :~ .  
This i s  no l e s s  t r u e  today. 
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Eiowever, those  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  are found i n  
Scripture are offered as nomils which can serve as 
guide l ines  f o r  Chr i s t i an  behavior  i n  whatever 
p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  he  f i n d s  himself i n .  
nae t a s k  of  t h e  tlaeologian i s  t o  present  t h e  n o m s  
found i n  S c r i p t u r e .  Ilow these n o n s  work them- 
s e l v e s  out i n  everyday, concre te  l i f e  is  t h e  re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  ind iv idua l  believer. The 
b i b l i c a l  norms are coxstant ,  but  t l ~ c i r  a p p l i c a t i o ~ l  
seebers under tjtc eonditi~ns of chtmging h i s t o r y ,  

2 .  The p a r t i c u l a r  s t r eng th  t h a t  t h e  Lutheran 
Orthodox p i c t u r e  of ChrFstiaia s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
offers; i s  its w l ~ o l i s t i c  or  u n i t i v e  v i e w  of hm,a:a 
ex i s t ence .  This view understands t h a t  aPI three 
o rde r s  i t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l ,  p o l i t i c n l ,  8r.d 
domestic) i n  which t h e  Chr i s t i an  l i v e s  out  h i s  
s o c i a l  l i f e  are ordained by God f o r  t h e  genera l  
pul-pose of condvcting and gcvernir.:, humm Life aild 
f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose of  bl l i lding and preserv ing  
Hiis church. This u n i t y  is  not  only seen from t h e  
pe r spec t ive  of  Cod's s i d e ,  but  a l s o  man's i n  t h a t  
t hese  va r ious  o rde r s  can come toge the r  i n  tlre 
i nd iv idua l  Chr i s t i an .  Though h i s  Chr i s t i an  s o c i a l  
r e spon5 ib i l i t> -  can b e  broken down i n t o  various 
o rde r s  fo r  z n a l y t i c a l  purposes, the  ixdividual 
must b r i n g  them toge the r  i n  h i s  person a s  one uni -  
t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  response t o  God's a c t i o n  i n  C h r i s t .  

Furthermore, s i n c e  these  orders  have been 
ordained by God t h e  Chr i s t i ans  know they  are good 
and no t  t o  be  d isda ined .  The impl ica t ions  of t h i s  
a r e  fa r - reaching .  I t  is  world a f f i rming i n  t h a t  
t h e  Chr i s t i an  is c a l l e d  t o  f u l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
whatever s i t u a t i o n  h e  f i n d s  h imsel f  i n  t h e  world 
i n  o rde r  t o  c a r r y  out  t h e  w i l l  o f  G s d  whether i t  
be i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  a p a r e n t ,  
o r  a s  a  pas to r !  A l l  t h r e e  orders  i n  which a  Chris-  
t i a n  may f i n d  h imsel f  have been i n s t i t u t e d  by Cod 
and a r e  good works i n  ca r ry ing  ou t  h i s  w i l l ,  Not, 
however, t o  mer i t  h i s  s a l v a t i o n ,  bu t  t o  be a  l i v i n g  
thank-offer ing  t o  Godt§ gracious mercy i n  Christ. 
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r a c e .  ") 

Bibliography 

1. Bonlloef f e r  . Die t r i ch .  Eth ics .  New York : 

2.  Hdtter, Leonard. Goxipendim Locorwi Thcologi- 
corum. Ger l in :  Verlsg Il 'alter de G r ~ y t e r  and 
Company, 1961. 

3 ,  L e t t s .  Harold C. , Edi to r .  Tile Lutheran f i e r i -  
- -IP____W_ 

t age :  C h r i s t i a n  Soc ia l  Responsib i l i ty .  - 
Three \Jolumes, Piliiadelphia: Ifuhlenbesg 
Press, 1957. 

4 ,  Preus, Robert D. The lheology of Post- -- -- - - 
Refomlation Lutheranism, Two Volumes. S a i n t  
Louis and Lon6011 : Corrcordia I'xib t is1 ib:g Iiouse , 

- 1'370-72. 

5 ,  Schmid , ffcinricit . Edi tor .  The liocsriaral alre- 
P -- 

ology of t h e  Evangel ical  LutEieran CErusch , --- - 
Phi lade lphia  : Eutlrerm FubPication Sccie ty ,  

Gary Xi l e s  Fa le ide  
Senior, Elaster o f  D iv in i ty  Progx-22 
I,ut!reran School of  Theology 
Chicsgo, I l l i n o i s  



44. Ib id . .  p. 123. ("A p o l i t i c a l  mag i s t r a t e  - 
i s  a person ordained by God, t o  conscrve (o r  uphold) 
law i n  e x t e r n a l  d i s c i p l i n e ,  and both t a b l e s  o f  t h e  
Decalogue, and t o  defend t h e  peace: having power 
t o  pullis11 i n  a phys ica l  way.'!] 

45. I b i d ,  , y. 123 . a) " F i r s t ,  t o  t ake  car(: of  - 
bat11 t a b l e s  o f  t h e  Decalogue, a s  far a s  tile;- p e r -  
t a i n  t o  e x t c r n a l  d i s c i p l i n e :  b) Szcondly, t- ~1aXc - - 

laws c o ~ l c c ~ n i n g  c i v i l  aii6 e c o n o ~ i c  mat te rs  con- 
s c i ~ t i n g  ts d iv ine  and n a t u r a l  r i g h t s :  c)  *Thirdly,  
t o  zea lous ly  provide t l : n t  l ~ r o l ~ ~ u l g a t e d  laws cor;!e 
i n t o  execution:  d) Fourtlily, t o  im~ose upon de- 
l i nquen t s  punishment f ~ r  t k c  qua l i t )*  of cr imes:  
t o  favor obei lence  ai:J t o  give ~ ~ V O ~ S  .") 

46. Ib id . ,  2 .  123.  <". . .of t h e  Kingd~m of 
C h r i s t ,  \chic!: i s  s p i r i t u a l ,  t h a t  i s ,  i t  begins 
i n  t h e  h e a r t  I i no~~ lcdge  of  ' *  AX, ' t h e  f e a r  of Gcd, 
pa t i ence ,  and e t e r n a l  lice. . . :' 

47. I b i d . ,  p .  123. (". , .of  t h c  c i v i l  realm.. . 
legi t i l i ia te  c i v i l  ordina:~ces a r c  good works o f  God.") 

48. Ib id . ,  p. 123. ( " ~ c  a r e  t o  obey t h e  law.. . 
and i n  t h i s  obedience one is  t o  e x e r c i s e  l ~ v e . ~ ' )  

49. I p 1 ("Chr is t ians  arc permi t ted  
t o  bear  t h e  o f f i c e  of  X a g i s t r a t e . .  .") 

50. I t i d  p.  124. ("To execute judgment") 
* ' 

51. Ib id . ,  p.  124. 52. Ib id . ,  p. 124. - 
5 3 .  I b i d  pp. 124-125. 54. Ib id . ,  p. 125. 

* , - 
55. I b i d  p. 125. ("C!~r is t ians  a r e  neces- 

* 
s a r i l y  under o b l i g a t i o n  t o  obey t l i e i r  Plagistrates  
and laws : un les s  tiley ~ ~ m a i ~ d  cne t o  s i n .  . . '' 

56. I b i d  p .  126. ("blarriage is a l e g i t i m a t e  -. ' 
and i n d i s s o l u b l e  union between one man and one 
woman ... i n s t i t u t e d  by God ... f o r  consor t  i n  a l l  
ones l i f e  and f o r  t h e  propagat ion o f  t h e  human 
r a c e .  ") 

Bibliography 

1. Bonlloef f e r  . Die t r i ch .  Eth ics .  New York : 

2.  Hdtter, Leonard. Goxipendim Locorwi Thcologi- 
corum. Ger l in :  Verlsg Il 'alter de G r ~ y t e r  and 
Company, 1961. 

3 ,  L e t t s .  Harold C. , Edi to r .  Tile Lutheran f i e r i -  
- -IP____W_ 

t age :  C h r i s t i a n  Soc ia l  Responsib i l i ty .  - 
Three \Jolumes, Piliiadelphia: Ifuhlenbesg 
Press, 1957. 

4 ,  Preus, Robert D. The lheology of Post- -- -- - - 
Refomlation Lutheranism, Two Volumes. S a i n t  
Louis and Lon6011 : Corrcordia I'xib t is1 ib:g Iiouse , 

- 1'370-72. 

5 ,  Schmid , ffcinricit . Edi tor .  The liocsriaral alre- 
P -- 

ology of t h e  Evangel ical  LutEieran CErusch , --- - 
Phi lade lphia  : Eutlrerm FubPication Sccie ty ,  

Gary Xi l e s  Fa le ide  
Senior, Elaster o f  D iv in i ty  Progx-22 
I,ut!reran School of  Theology 
Chicsgo, I l l i n o i s  



The g r e a t e s t ,  h i g h e s t ,  and f a i r e s t  o f f i c e  is 
t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  min i s t ry .  KO emperor o r  k ing  
tlolds a h igher  o r  more prec ious  o f f i c e  than he who 
occupies the o f f i c e  of a min i s t e r .  

A m i n i s t e r  d ischarges  a divine and heavenly 
o f f i c e .  Of him i t  is  s a i d :  "The teachers  s h a l l  
sh ine  a s  the  b r igh tness  of t h e  firmament and a s  
t h e  s t a r s  forever. ' '  Accordingly, a m i n i s t e r  ho lds ,  
so  t o  speak, t h e  h ighes t  o f f i c e  which t h e  world i n  
genera l  has  t o  o f f e r .  

Eever the less ,  m i n i s t e r s  a r e  clespised almost 
everyr~herc.  Tile world has i ts  s p o r t  wi th  t l ~ e m ,  
and almost a l l  conic  books lampoon and r i d i c u l e  
t h e i r  o f f i c e .  Gnc would th ink  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were 
any o f f i c e  a t  a l l  which one could c a l l  t h e  most 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  and despised ,  then t h i s  could be no 
o t h e r  than t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  min i s t ry .  But t h i s  
is n o t  s o ,  f o r  t he  o f f i c e  is and remains a holy 
o f f i c e  i n s t i t u t e d  by God. 

And y e t  t h i s  o f f i c e  i s  accompanied w i t h  nany 
ca res .  Nthough i t  is  the  h i g h e s t  o f f i c e  on e a r t h ,  
and he who holds  i t  s t ands  f a r  above t h e  o f f i c e  of 
an emperor o r  k ing ,  s t i l l  he must o f t e n  f a c e  t h e  
b i t t e r  experience t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  b r ings  l i t t l e  
income with i t ,  and t h a t  he must s t r u g g l e  wi th  
temporal ca re s  f o r  bodi ly  support .  !%ow many a 
s i g h  then rises heavenward. Eot? of t e n  then one 
becomes f e a r f u l  and a f r a i d .  How one ' s  courage 

en then would s i n k ,  and t h e  h e a r t  a l t o g e t h e r  
p a i r  f 

And then t h e  c a r e s  f o r  t h e  s o u l s  committed 
t h e i r  charge! One o f t e n  sees no r e s u l t s ,  no 
ress a f t e r  a l l  t h e  work and admonition. It 

- 64 - 

seems a s  i f  t h ings  are going backwards and down 
h i l l .  The nours  cone when one is near despair, 
and one th inks  of leaving the ministry.  The 
hours come when the devil presses hard upon such 
men, and seeks t o  take  a w y  the love fo r  t h e i r  
work. A t  such a t i m e  many a one has been brought 
t o  h i s  knees, and he c e r t a i n l y  b ~ o ~ f $ r  have l o s t  
courage i f  he had not  been strengtlnened again in 
prayer .  

And so ',he of f i ce  b r ings  with it msny more 
ca res  about which otllcrs know nothing.  h d  per- 
'naps nany, when they look a t  their p a s t o r ,  wan: 
t o  r ead  t h e  very opposite out  of his eyes. 

To bc  silre, this o f f i c e  has i t s  cares, and 
o f t e n  heavy, very  heavy cares. 'But good clleer, 
preacher ,  your time has not y e t  run  out :  Your 
reward comes when you have served your f u l l  t ine.  
Illen, oh then,  t h e r e  x - ~ i l l  be no one ncrz f o r t u n a t e  
than you, x-~hen you w i l l  sh ine  a s  the  stsrs i n  tile 
firmament. Then your reward w i l l  b e  pa id  o u t  i n  
t h e  m i l l i o n s  and b i l l i o n s ,  and you will never need 
r e g r e t  t h a t  you have remained s t e a d f a s t  and have 
served your God t o  t h e  end. 

Onward C h r i s t i a n  w a r r i o r ,  
A See t h e  pa th  my s o u l ,  

On through c r o s s  and sorrow, 
On t o  heaven's  goal .  
See t h e  l u s t r o u s  croim 
In  t h e  Lord God's hand, 
How i t  nods and beckons 
To t h e  promised lrindl 

-- E. C .  F. Stubenvoll  1302 

Trans la ted  f r o n  h i s  
"Peta ls  and ~ o r t r s t i t s ' ~  
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-- E. C .  F. Stubenvoll  1302 

Trans la ted  f r o n  h i s  
"Peta ls  and ~ o r t r s t i t s ' ~  



A FEW PRELIblINARY REACTIONS 
TO BECK'S TRANSLATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

The f i r s t  shipment o f  the  l a t e  D r .  William F. 
Beck1 s THE HOLY BIBLE : AN AMERICAN TRANSLATION 
j u s t  a r r ived  here  a t  Bethany Lutheran College 
about two weeks ago as  I an wri t ing  t h i s .  Prof. 
Glenn Reichwald requested me t o  inves t iga te  a  few 
key verses  of  t h e  Old Testament and give a  ~ r e l i m i -  
nary evaluation of them. With t h e  press  c f  o ther  
d u t i e s ,  time does not  permit more than j u s t  a  
samplying. Further s tudy and e - ~ a l u a t i o n  must 
wait u n t i l  l a t e r .  

This appears t o  be, among o the r  th ings ,  the  
Age c f  Translat ions.  Those of our  v in tage  heard 
very l i t t l e  about English 3 i b l e  t r a n s l a t i c 3 s  back 
i n  our seminary days. Tile first "new" t r a n s l a t i o n  
t h a t  r a i sed  a  s t i r  i n  our memory was t h e  Revised 
Stzndard Version (New Testament, 1946; whole Bible, 
1952). And even s o ,  t h a t  was r a t h e r  a rev i s ion  
than a  new t r a n s l a t i o n .  Then came t h e  New English 
Bible, a  daringly new t r a n s l a t i o n  r e f l e c t i n g  a  
theology even more modern than i ts  language, and 
t h e  Jerusalem Bible, a  modernistic Catholic ver- 
s ion .  The New Berkeley Version (now ca l l ed  t h e  
Modern Language Bible) ,  a product of a  more con- 
se rva t ive  group o f  scholars ,  has not  been e i t h e r  
pra ised a s  highly o r  condemned as  s t rong ly  as  the  
RSV o r  t h e  NEB. More recen t ly  two t r a n s l a t i o n s  
have gained s t rong  support from conservatives:  
t h e  New American Standard Bible, one o f  t h e  most 
l i t e r a l  of  recent  t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  and the  New I n t e r -  
na t ional  Version, a  t r a n s l a t i o n  t h a t  appears t o  
combine a  high l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t y  with f i d e l i t y  t o  
t h e  t e x t .  The N I V  thus f a r  is ava i l ab le  only i n  
t h e  New Testament, but  t h e  Old Testament i s  i n  
t h e  process o f  production and, from what we have 
seen of it, ought t o  be comparable i n  q u a l i t y  t o  
t h e  New Testament i f  suggested improvements a r e  
made. 

- 66 - 

Now, nine years a f t e r  the  death of t h e  author,  
the  Beck Bible is f i n a l l y  prablislled. Several isndi- 
v iduals ,  including h i s  widow, have put  t h e  f in i sh -  
ing  touches on t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n .  The Rev. t!cman 
Otten and Leader Publishing Company of New Haven, 
Missouri, a r e  t r u l y  t o  be cornended fcr publi.shing 
t h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  a t  suc:~  a remarkab i y  seasonable 
p r i c e  i n  both a paperback 2nd a clcthbound ed i t ion .  

This t r a n s l a t i o n  d i f fers  from most of  t h e  
t r z n s l a t i o n s  used i n  our circles  i n  t h a t  it is t h e  
work of one man, except f o r  minor "touching up" as 
has been done p r i o r  t o  publ ica t ion.  A s  such it 
partakes of  both the  s t r eng ths  and weaknesses of  
a one-man t r a n s l a t i o n .  On the plus  s i d e  we need 
only mention t h e  high c reden t i a l s  of  the  t r a n s l a -  
t o r .  He had a  thorough t r a i n i n g  i n  both Greek and 
Hebrew, and was an expert  i n  t ex tua l  c r i t i c i s m .  

Pence IIe had an unusual degree s f  painstaking p e t '  
t h a t  led him t o  spend hours on one word. He was a 
sound and conservative theologian. He was eansumed 
with a passion t o  express i n  English p rec i se ly  what 
he f e l t  the  words were saying i n  Hebrew and i n  
Grcck . For f u r t h e r  de ta i l s  regarding h i s  q u a l i f i -  
cations,,  we would r e f e r  you t o  an a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  
by Prof. Louis Brighton, now in t h c  Kew Testament 
Department of  Ccncordia Seninarjr, S t .  Louis, 
Missouri. En t i t l ed  "A PRINCE I?! ISRAEL HAS FALLEN," 
the  a r t i c l e  first appeared i n  t h e  November 28,  1966 
i s sue  of LUTHERAN NEWS, and is repr in ted  i n  IIernan 
Ot ten l s  F% CHRISTIAN MMDBOCIG ON VITAL ISSUES, 
p. 581. 

To many, D r .  Beck's t r a n s l a t i o n  appears t o  be 
"too new," "too d i f f e r e n t t v  from, e.g., the  King 
James Version. P e r h ~ p s  iqe would understarad h i s  
t r a n s l a t i o n  b e t t e r  i f  w e  would read (o r  re-read) 
a  few of h i s  a r t i c l e s  e q l a i n i n g  h i s  philosophy of 
t r a n s l a t i n g .  He f e l t  strongly t h a t  a  word-for-word 
l i t e r a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  is no t   hat a t r a n ~ l a t i o n  
should be. Rather, it should be a t r a n s f e r r i n g  sf 
t h e  p rec i se  meaning i n t o  m o t h e r  language with i ts  
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di f fe ren t  idiom. Two of h i s  a r t i c l e s ,  r ep r in ted  
i n  A CHRISTIAN HAVDBOOK ON VITAL ISSUES, would be 
he lp fu l  t o  t h e  reader of  h i s  new t r a n s l a t i o n s  : 

LITERAL TRANSLATION" (pp . 560- 56 1) and "IWAT 
W WE WANT IN A BIBLE TRANSLATION?" (pp. 561-563). 

There a r e  obvious weaknesses i n  any t r a n s l a -  
t i o n  by one individual .  One is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  
of us have "blind spots  ." IVe a r e  general ly not  
good s e l f - c r i t i c s .  I t  i s  a l s o  asking too  much of 
any one individual  t o  have a l l  the  t a l e n t s  re-  
quired t o  br ing t o  a concfusion a t r a n s l a t i o n  of  
t h e  e n t i r e  Bible. Beck had many t a l e n t s ,  but  d id  
he have a l l ?  When we look a t  t h e  l is t  of  people 
d i r e c t l y  involved i n  o the r  t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  e .g. ,  
t h e  New In te rna t iona l  Versions, a l l  presumably 
exper ts  i n  some f i e l d ,  it tvould be very d i f f i c u l t  
t o  expect t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  from the  l i t e r a r y  point  
o f  view, the  t r a n s l a t i o n  by Beck would measure up 
t o  the  NIV i n  i t s  f i n a l  form. ifowever, I  am con- 
vinced t h a t  t h e  Beck t r a n s l a t i o n  w i l l  be a valu-  
ab le  t o o l ,  a t  l e a s t  on t h e  desk and i n  the  c l a s s -  
room, and poss ib ly  a l s o  or, the  l e c t e r n  and the  
p u l p i t  . 

After  these  in t roductory  remarks, I  s h a l l  
venture t o  g ive  my impressions o f ,  and react ions  
t o ,  a  few se lec ted  passages. If ny remarks sound 
a t  times too  negative o r  c r i t i c a l ,  i t  i s  only be- 
cause I  see  l i t t l e  point  i n  dwelling on areas  
where I am i n  f u l l  agreement with t h e  t r a n s l a t o r  
unless I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
outstanding. Most o f  t h e  verses I am here sampling 
a r e  of  a  Messianic nature .  In essence I agree with 
D r .  Beck throughout, and d i f f e r  only on d e t a i l s ,  
s ince  I sha re  with him t h e  conviction t h a t  those 
passages a r e  t r u l y  Messianic, and a l s o  t h e  convic- 
t i o n  t h a t  c e r t a i n  o the r  t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  e .g . ,  t h e  
RSV and t h e  NEB have i n  most cases divested them 
of t h e i r  Messianic content .  In t h e  case of  each 
of these  passages, I have read them with t h e  fiebrew 
t e x t  before  me. In very few ins tances  s h a l l  I ~ a k e  

reference t o  any otlicsr English translation of these 
verses ,  

Beck t r a n s l a t e s  the  Protevangel (Gen. 3 :  15) as 
follows: "And I w i l l  pu t  enmity between you and 
t h e  woman and between i o u r  descendants and he r  
Descendant. He w i l l  crush y c ~  head, and you w i l l  
b ru i se  H i s  heel  ." I ~ I  general, t h a t  i s  a very good 
t r a n s l a t i o n .  ?Jctc that  he  c ~ ~ i t i l ? i ; e s  t h e  noun 
"Pesccndant" an2 t h e  possess ive a2jcctive "i!ls. " 
'I'hat c l e a r l y  r e f e r s  those icords, and t h i s  passage, 
t o  t h e  Messiah, Jesus C h r i s t .  T:e 1-3rci3o~z-i "llc-'' i s  
also preferable  t o  " I t . "  Ile i s  alsu j u s t i f i ed  i n  
t r a n s i a t i n g  t h c  word zera ("seed") a. both collec- 
t i v e  [ in  the  case of t h e  d c v i l q s  descmdants)  and 
as  s ingu la r  ( in  the  case of  t h e  i.Icssi ah) , s ince  
both a re  included i n  the  c : )ncc~ t .  I have oil?y tigo 
reservat ions  about t h i s  t rans3 a t  ion : 1 ,  I see 
no need of rendering the  same Hebrew word (shuy!~) 
i n  t h e  two ways: cruslt agci !~rtiist:. 'Ilx diffcrcnce 
l i e s  r a the r  i n  t h e  object  than  i n  the  verb.  
2 .  The t e x t  r e a l l y  says "bruise" ~r "crush" - you 
with reference t o  t h e  headp and "bruise" o r  "crusla" 
H i m  with ~ e E e r e n c e  t o  the  h e e l ,  Instead of "wit11 - 
reference to" one could say ''on" o r  '?i.n. " Although 
most vers ions  t r a n s l a t e  it as a d i r e c t  ob jec t ,  f 
f e e l  it loses  some of t h e  emphasis when i t  i s  
t r a n s l a t e d  t h a t  way. However, Beck's t r a n s l a t i o n  
o f  t h i s  verse i s  one cf the  b e s t  we 1 1 3 ~ ~  i n  pub- 
l i shed Bible t r a n s i a t i o n s .  

Beck t r a n s l a t e s  Gen. 4 : 1 as fsllsws : ?'The 
man had sex r e l a t i o n s  with h i s  wife Eve, 2nd shr 
conceived and had a ch i ld  by the name of Cain: 
and she s a i d ,  I  have gotten a xan, t h e  LORD ." 
The presence o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  r u l e s  out  t r a n s l a t i n g  
the  f i r s t  word "Adamtq and jus t i f i e s  Beck s render- 
ing,  "The man." Beck i s  a lso j u s t i f i e d  in trans- 
l a t i n g  t h e  euphemistic expression "knew" as he 
does: "had sex r e l a t i o n s  with." most s i g -  
n i f i c a n t  exeget ica l  decis ion i n  t h i s  verse, of  
course, concerns t h e  l a s t  two \cords i n  the  IIcbrerv: 
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e th  YlTIMi. F-lost t r a n s l a t o r s  have ta!ien the  word 
eth t o a n  " w i t l ~ , "  o r  "with the  11clp of ," o r  - 
"by,ll o r  "from," as  a preposi t ion .  In h i s  Bible 
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  Luther took it t o  be t h e  s ign  o f  t h e  
d e f i n i t e  accusative d i r e c t  objec t  . Many o the r  
Lutheran commentators have followed him i n  t h a t  
respect ,  including D r .  Walter A. P'faier and, as  we 
see ,  13r. Beck. A t  l e a s t  as  good a case car1 be 
made f o r  t h i s  construction on grammatical grounds 
as  f o r  the  o the r ,  and i t  is p re fe rab le  cxegeti-  
c a l l y ,  f o r  r a t h e r  than expressing t h e  obvious 
( t h c t  Cod helped h e r  b r ing  f o r t h  a son),  it ex- 
presses Eve's rlessienic hope, cven though it was 
premature and i r o n i c a l l y  f a l s e .  There is  only 
one reservat ion t o  mention about Eeck 's t r a n s l a -  
t i o n  of t h i s  verse :  I s  he  too  f r e e  i n  h i s  t r ans -  
l a t i o n  "had a ch i ld  by the  name of  Czin"? Thc 
Febrew t e x t  simply says:  "she bore (gave b i r t h  t o )  
Cain." Thc s ign o f  the  d e f i n i t e  d i r e c t  objec t  
cl irect ly precedes "Cain." ? wculd p r e f e r  t o  traxr- 
l a t e  it: "She gave b i r t h  t o  Cain," o r  s i m i l a r l y .  
However, Beck Is t o  be commended f o r  h i s  t r a n s l a -  
t i o n  o f  the  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  verse.  

Beck a l s o  catches the  Messianic overtones o f  
Gen. 22:14, a  beau t i fu l  verse  from t h e  inc iden t  
o f  the  nea r - sac r i f i ce  of  Isaac:  "AbraImn c a l l e d  
t h a t  p lace  The-LORD-Will-Provide. Today we say,  
'On t h e  mount of t h e  LORD it w i l l  be provided."' 

H i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  bears out  D r .  S. C.  Y lv i saker t s  
exposit ion o f  t h a t  verse i n  h i s  c l a s s i c  essay 
given a t  a Synodical Conference and re -  
p r in ted  under the  t i t l e  "Chr is t ' s  Use o f  t h e  Old 
Testament. " 

One more verse from Genesis must s u f f i c e  : 
Gen. 49 : 10. Beck's t r a n s l a t i o n  reads : "The 
scep te r  will not  pass away from Judah o r  a  r u l e r ' s  
s t a f f  from between h i s  f e e t  till the  Man of  Peace 
comes, whom people w i l l  obey." This is  an excel -  
l e n t  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  and is t r u l y  Ffessianic. I t  i s  
d i s t i n c t l y  an improvement on the  King James Version, 

which has "la~qgiver'l ( f o r  " r u l e r ' s  s t a f f " ) ,  a t rans-  
l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  ru led  out by the  parallelism, and 
"gathering," which i s  not  the  meaning of  t h e  Hebrcw 
word. tfObediencew is the  meaaing. Beck has change2 
it t o  a verb, "obey," which here  b e t t e r  f i t s  the  
English idiom, and accura te ly  expresses the  meaning 
of  t h e  word as  any English expression, and i s  pref- 
e rab le  t o  t h e  unt rans la ted  "Shiloh . l y  

By c a p i t a l -  
i z ing  it he i d e n t i f i e s  the  term with the  blcssiah. 
A 1  1 moden;istic attempts t o  give 'ihc ;cord ancther 
incaning a r e  unsa t i s fac to ry .  (m t h i s  word the  RSV, 
t he  $33, and severa l  o the r  t rans la t ions  reveal the  
h i g h e r - c r i t i c a l  b i a s  of  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s .  

Dr. Beck t r a n s l a t e s  t h e  opening l i n e s  cf t h e  
E-lessianic prophecy spoken by Ga:acx (iNi~m. 24: 17a) 
as  follows: "I see K i m  who is  no: here nohi; I 
behcld H i m  who w i l l  come l a t e r . "  H i s  t r z n s l a t i o n  
of t h e  Hebrew imperfect tense  i n  t h e  present  i n  
English i s  j u s t i f i a b l e ,  and is bsed i n  a o s t  of 
t h e  modern t r a n s l a t i o n s .  Cnc s i g h t ,  howeser , 
question h i s  use of t h e  r t l a t i v c  construction 
("who i s  not here  now; . . . terho i~ i i l  come l a t e r y ' ) ,  
s ince  it is lacking i n  t h e  Hebrev-. Tnc Hebrew 
word qarobh, which i s  i n  most vers ions  rendered 
"near," i s  here  b e s t  understood i n  t h e  temporal 
sense (near i n  t ime) ,  o r  "later", as  Beck reniers 
it. Beck's t r a n s l a t i o n  of  the  r e s t  of  the  pas- 
sage is excel lent .  

H i s  t r a n s l a t i c n  of  Dcut. L8:15 rezds: "The 
LORD your God w i l l  r a i s e  a Prophet f o r  ycc ,  one 
of you, an I s r a e l i t e ,  l i k e  me; l i s t e n  t o  him." 
Through oversight ,  no doubt, t h e  l a s t  word is  
not  cap i t a l i zed .  No doubt Beck r e f e r s  t ha t  pro-  
noun t o  t h e  Messiah. One expression appears t o  
be unsa t i s fac to ry  i n  t h i s  verse  : "an I s r a e l i t e  ." 
To me t h a t  is  no t  an adequate t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  
word general ly rendered "of thy  brethren" o r  "of 
your brothers."  Otherwise h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  
good. 
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Another Messianic passage, 2 Sam. 7:12-14 
is very luc id ly  t r ans la ted  by Beck: "When your 
time i s  up, and you l i e  down with your ances tors ,  
I w i l l  g ive you a Descendant who w i l l  come from 
you, and I w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  H i s  kingdom. Ile w i l l  
bui ld  a temple f o r  My name, and I w i l l  makc t h e  
throne of  lIis kingdom stand forever .  I w i l l  be 
H i s  Father, and He w i l l  be Ply Son. I f  He s i n s ,  
I w i l l  punish I I i m  with the  rod of men and with 
blows i n f l i c t e d  by men." By h i s  use of i t a l i c s  
(not reproduced here)  he ind ica tes  por t ions  of  
t h e  passage t h a t  a r e  quoted i n  the  New Testament. 
Chr is t  's v icar ious  work, in which tire S in less  Gne 
i s  spoken of as  s inning,  and i n  which IIe suffered 
blows i n f l i c t e d  by men, i s  well expressed. This 
reviewer  mildly quest ions one word: the  uord 
fltemple" ins tead of "house," which is  the  word 
i n  t h e  Hebrew. I t  appears t h a t  "temple" i s  too 
s p e c i f i c .  

Psalm 2:7 is  t r a n s l a t e d :  "I w i l l  t e l l  about 
the  decree of  t h e  LORD: He s a i d  t o  "You a r e  
Ely Son, today I am Your Father. I'  The nodern lan- 
guage i s  su re ly  commendable; the re  is  nothing 
sacred about the  words "thou," "thee," or  "thy ." 
Following h i s  usual  procedure, Beck uses the  
noun "father" ins tead of t h e  verb '%egetl '  i n  the  
quotat ion.  Xo doubt it is  b e t t e r  understood by 
t h e  average reader;  however, I f e e l  t h a t  it loses  
the  verbal  force  of an expression such a s  "I have 
begotten you." The l a t t e r  is  s t i l l  preferable .  

Another s i g n i f i c a n t  blessianic passage is 
Ps. 8:4-6, which Beck renders : "What is man t h a t  
You should think o f  him, o r  a son o f  man t h a t  You 
should take care  of  him? You make I i i m  do without 
God f o r  a l i t t l e  while; then crown I l i m  with g lory  
and honor and make H i m  r u l e r  over what Your hands 
have made, pu t t ing  everything under liis f ee t . "  
The l a s t  two verses (5 and 6) a r e  t r a n s l a t e d  very 
wel l .  Highly commendable i s  Beck's use of  c a p i t a l  

l e t t e r s  on t h e  pronnuns t o  express t h e  d e i t y  of 
t h e  Son (who is spoken o f )  and t h e  Father [who Is 
addressed) . I l lat  the  words "man ," "son ," and 
t fh imfl a r e  not  cap i t a l i zed  i n  verse  4 i s  imf7rtu- 
nate. If t h e  subject  i n  verses 5 and the  Cnllolsing 
is the Plessiah, su re ly  t h e  subject i n  'rerrse 4 zus t  
be t h e  same. This reviewe? i s  co~t~hrmced ?.%at 
verse 4 a s  well as t h c  fo1icv:ing f s a direct  2rs- 
d i c t i v e  statement abcu",CEil=pist, all2 ";eY :s its abszt 
!{is humiliat ion and exd' i tat ion,  

iiis t r a n s l a t i o n  ef Ps, 16: 10 is  exce l l en t :  
'IBecause You rvilf not leave Me i n  t h e  grave o r  
l e t  Your loved One expsrience Zcczy. v t  By l i i ;  
t r a n s l a t i o n  Bech removes t.tvo misconcept i :?ns corn-- 
rnonly associa ted  with the  reading r T  this verse, 
e .  g. ,  i n  tile King Jmcs Versions : 1. That t h i s  
speaks o f  C h r i s t ' s  descent into hell. I t  docs ;lot, 
as  ve see  from t h e  Xew Testament. I-fere Skeol r e f e r s  
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t o  t h e  grave 9r tomb. 2 .  That it r e f e r s  ';o Christt§ 
sou l  apar t  from I-lis body. I t  dces no t .  Thc exeres- 
s ion naphshi ("my soul") here, as often elsewhere, 
r e f e r s  t o  the whole person, t h e  individual ,  and not 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  soul  i n  con t rad i s t inc t ion  t o  
the  body. One might j u s t  iook a t  another uord 
here:  "Your loved One ." T h i  word genera l ly  i s  
t r ans la ted  "pious1' o r  "holy. " llowever , s ince  it 
b a s i c a l l y  expresses a c lose  covenantal r e l e t i o n -  
sh ip ,  and s i n c e  a r e l a t e d  word can be t r a n s l a t e d  
"covenant love," Beck's t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  word i s  
j u s t i f i a b l e .  

The fami l i a r  passage, P s .  22 : 1, is t r a n s l a t e d  
'I14y God, My God, why d i d  You forsake ?4e? Why are 
You s o  f a r  from helping me, as  T roar cut ." He 
follows the  same general type of construction as 
t h e  King James Version i n  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  of t h i s  
verse ,  and makes it a quest ion (even though t h e r e  
is  no quest ion mark). Many other  transZation5 
take  it t h a t  way. I prefcr making t h e  l a s t  5alf 
of the  verse a statement,  as 9 r .  Stoeskhardt  
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t o  t h e  grave 9r tomb. 2 .  That it r e f e r s  ';o Christt§ 
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"covenant love," Beck's t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  word i s  
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'I14y God, My God, why d i d  You forsake ?4e? Why are 
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take  it t h a t  way. I prefcr making t h e  l a s t  5alf 
of the  verse a statement,  as 9 r .  Stoeskhardt  



i n t e r p r e t e d  it: "Far from My h e l p  a r e  t h e  words 
of My crying.  " (G.  Stoeckhardt ; LECTURES ON SELECT 
PSAUIS, t r a n s .  by k t .  W. Degner, p .  67.) The Ne\i 
American Standard Version a l s o  t akes  i t  t h a t  way, 

Many o t h e r  passages from t h e  Psalms could be 
mentioned. D r .  Beck communicates t h e  meaning of 
Psalm PO very  c l e a r l y  i n  modern, understandable 
language. The same can be s a i d  o f  Psalm 1C3, and 
many o t h e r s .  I l i k e  h i s  use  c f  t h e  word "praise" 
in s t ead  o f  "bless" i n  tlra"Ls~Xm, It is  more 
e a s i l y  understood, and dccs not  tcnd t o  become 
confused with t h e  i d e a  o f  b l e s s ing  a  l~uman being.  
Verse 1 w i l l  s u f f i c e :  ''Ny s o u l ,  p r a i s e  t h e  LCRD, 
and every th ing  i n  me, p r a i s e  Ilis holy  n a r . ~ . "  

Tlris reviewer was very happy t o  read Dr. Bcckvs 
t r a n s l a t i o n  of  Jcrb i9:25-27,  and f i n d  t h a t  basic-- 
a l l y  t h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  c o r r e s p o ~ d s  t o  h i s  own s tr:dy 
o f  t h i s  pass age (p r in t ed  i n  t h e  \!TSCO?iSIn' LUT~IERIZN 
QUARTERLY, J u l y  1970, pp. 153-206.) Only i n  a few 
d e t a i l s  a difference sf' cpin icn  w i l l  be expressed,  
En Beck those  ve r ses  read: "1 know my Redeemer 
l i ve s  and w i l l  a t  last  s t and  on t h e  dus t .  i l f t e r -  
ward my s k i n  will surround t h i s  body, and i n  r;ty 
f l e sh  I w i l l  see God, \$t.iol:i f rnyself w i l l .  see ,  my 
eyes w i l l  s e e  one who i s  no t  (z s t r a n g e r ,  !ly h e a r t  
f a i n t s  wi th in  me . . ." Beck c o r r e c t l y  t r a n s l a t e s  
"Redeemerv r a t h e r  than "Vindicator" o r  a s i m i l a r  
word, as  many ve r s ions  do. Very s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
t r a n s l a t e s  t h e  word niqqe phu "susri311nd," i n s t e a d  
o f  "destroy" on: a s i m i l a r  word, as v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
Bible  vers ions  do, unfor tunate ly .  "In ny flesh" 
expresses  t h e  b a s i c  meaning, a l t h o u g T 7 o u t  of  ny 
flesh" o r  "from out  o f  my f l e sh"  i s  p r e f e r a b l e ,  
s i n c e  it i n d i c a t e s  t h e  vantage p o i n t .  v'Withodt 
my flesl-r i s  e n t i r e l y  wrong. t f  Beck i s  t o  be com- 
mended e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  verb 
9fsurround," which I am s u r e  i s  de fens ib l e  gram- 
m a t i c a l l y ,  and h igh ly  p r e f e r a b l e  from t h e  po in t  
of view o f  t h e  meaning, s i n c e  it i s  p a r a l l e l  i n  

meaning t o  t h e  words t h a t  fol low, and c l e a r l y  
teaches t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  body. Fly d i f f e r -  
ences inc lude  only a few grammatical d e t a i l s  t h a t  
do no t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a f f e c t  t h e  meaning. 

Time and space do not  w a r r m t  any more exanples 
except a  few from t h e  Book o f  I s a i a h .  The passage 
about which D r .  Beck no doubt wrote more a r t i c l e s  
than any o t h e r  is  Is. 7:  14. I i is  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  
t h a t  passage ought t o  be  e x c e l l e n t ,  and it i s .  
Espec ia l ly  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  bes ides  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  
v i r g i n ,  i s  tile d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e  p r e c e i i n g  it: 
"Therefore t h e  Lord Himself will give  you a s ign :  
Look, t h e  v i r g i n  w i l l  conceive and have a Son, 
and H i s  name w i l l  be  Xmmanuel." 

Likeriise, i t s  companion, 9:6 is very  well  
t r a n s l a t e d :  "A Child w i l l  be born 5or  u s ,  a  Son 
w i l l  be g ives  t o  u s ,  and ti12 government will be 
.on 1-fis shoulder ,  and Iie w i l l  be c a l l e d  VtonderfuP, 
Counselor,, Mighty God, Eve r l a s t ing  Father ,  Pr ince  
o f Peace." The f u t u r e  t e m e  i n  the  English i s  
b e s t  f o r  t h i s  passage,  s i n c e  it is  a prophecy i n  
which t h e  Hebrew p rophe t i c  p e r f e c t  is  used. His 
c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  pronouns marks i ts  FIessianic 
na tu re .  I would p r e f e r  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  comma between 
llNonderfultf  and "Counselor," s i n c e  s t r u c t u r a P l y  it  
appears  b e t t e r  t o  t a k e  f o u r  t 5 t l e s  o f  two wozds 
each r a t h e r  than  f i v e  t i t l e s  Each t i t l e  v~su ld  
then have one word which emghosizes H i s  d e i t y  and 
another  word which emphasizes IIis humanity. 

There a r e  many tremendous passages i n  t h e  
Book of  I s a i a h  t h a t  one ~<ou%d l i k e  t o  s tudy i n  
more depth than  t h i s  i n t roduc to ry  sampling can 
permit .  To do them any just ice whatever, more 
time i s  needed. When time permi ts ,  t h i s  revielver 
hopes  t o  s tudy Beck's t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  chapters  40 
t o  53, and more i f  poss ib l e .  However, t h a t  will 
have t o  wa i t ,  as w i l l  a l s o  o t h e r  kooks of t h e  Old 
Testament. A l l  we t r i e d  t o  do i n  t h i s  review, 
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which became longer  than we had a n t i c i p a t e d ,  was 
t o  sample a few key passages. While a  number o f  
c r i t i c i s m s  have been nade o f  s p e c i f i c  words i n  h i s  
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  it can hones t ly  be said t h a t  Beckvs 
t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  a very  sound and good t r a n s l a t i o n ,  
and h igh ly  r e l i a b l e .  He thoroughly s tud ied  t h e  
t e x t  and attempted to put  t h e  p r e c i s e  meaning i n t o  
modern, everyday English.  l a e t h e r  o r  no t  tire f i n -  
i shed  product meets w i t h  one's f u l l  approval i n  
some ins t ances  i s  open to ques t i cn .  In s p i t e  o f  
t h a t ,  t h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  ouglit t o  rank ve ry  h igh  
among modern translaticns i n  OUT midst ,  w d  ought 
to be on tlie shelf of every s e r i o u s  Bible studcrit, 

THEOLOGY AS APTITUDE. 1) It is a (spiri- 
tual) aptitude which i n  every case pre- 
supposes personal faith in Ch~ist, 29 It 
includes the a b i l i t y  of t h e  theologian t o  
confine himself i n  his teaching e n t i r e l y  
to God's Word. 33 It embraces t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  teach t h e  whole Word sf God. 4) It 
includes t h e  being able t o  r e f u t e  false 
teachers .  5 )  It includes t h e  wi l l ingness  
and s t reng th  t o  s u f f e r  fop t h e  sake of  t h e  
doc t r ine  held and proclaimed. 

- -  F. Pieper, CHRISTIAN DOGMATICS, I, 46ff. 

A s  D r .  Hhrold 0. J. Brown sees t h e  p l i g h t  of p r i v a t e  - - 
educat ion 

According t o  a r ecen t  r u l i n g  of t h e  IJnited 
S t a t e s  Supreme Court (Pleek v. Y i t t ecge r ,  .1975), - --..- 
states are forbidden by the F i r s t  ~ l ~ e n ~ c n t  from 
providing s e r v i c e s  such as r e n e d i z l  reading  ther-  
apy f o r   slot^ l e a r n e r s  in p r i v a t e ,  r e l i g i o u s  
schools .  A s ta fe-pz id  t h e r a p i s t  vorking i~ a 
r e l i g i ~ u s l y  o r i e ~ t c d  scilool,  :he Courtrreasaned, 
might be subjec ted  t o  c e r t a i n  presslire t o  confcrn 
t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  cprlentat$.cn of the s;a=hooX. This  
~ ~ o u l d  make i t  necessary f o r  the s t a t e  t o  act as sr 
~:atchdog t o  p r o t e c t  the freed or;^ of ccnscie~ce cf 
f ts t h e r a p i s t s  f r s m  such r e l i g i o u s  @re~azznda ,  
and t h i s  watchdog r o l e  w o d d  then "enta~tgle': ttlc 
s t a t e  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s  i n  an u n e c s n s t i t ~ t i c ~ i d .  
way. 

Tine r e s u l t  of t h i s  i s  t h a t  parents  of chil- 
dren wi th  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a r e  t r i p l y  d i s -  
advantaged i f  they choose t o  provide religious%;: 
o r i en ted  educat ion f o r  tllem: f i rs t ,  because r i t ~ f r  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  handicapped, which i t se l f  alone con- 
s t i t u t e s  a heavy emotional ar,d p s y c ; ~ o l o ~ i ~ ~ ? I  bur-der, 
f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  f z n i l i e s ;  second, be- 
cause they must thensetves suppor t  t h e  p r i v a t e  
school  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  being taxed fo r  p u 5 I . i ~  
f a c i l i t i e s  they do n o t  u se ;  and t h i r d ,  because 
they  a l s o  must pay s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  p r i v a t e  therapy 
provided by the s t a t e  f r e e  of charge t o  those who 
a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  cooperate  wi th  t h e  government edu- 
c a t i o n a l  system. 

For t h e  sake  of argument, we may assume t h a t  
t h e r e  might be v a l i d  p o l i t i c a B  and s o c i o l o g i c a l  
reasons  f o r  such d i sc r imina t ion ,  and perhaps the 
ma jo r i ty  of C h r i s t i a n s  would accept  such uezsons 
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A s  D r .  Hhrold 0. J. Brown sees t h e  p l i g h t  of p r i v a t e  - - 
educat ion 

According t o  a r ecen t  r u l i n g  of t h e  IJnited 
S t a t e s  Supreme Court (Pleek v. Y i t t ecge r ,  .1975), - --..- 
states are forbidden by the F i r s t  ~ l ~ e n ~ c n t  from 
providing s e r v i c e s  such as r e n e d i z l  reading  ther-  
apy f o r   slot^ l e a r n e r s  in p r i v a t e ,  r e l i g i o u s  
schools .  A s ta fe-pz id  t h e r a p i s t  vorking i~ a 
r e l i g i ~ u s l y  o r i e ~ t c d  scilool,  :he Courtrreasaned, 
might be subjec ted  t o  c e r t a i n  presslire t o  confcrn 
t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  cprlentat$.cn of the s;a=hooX. This  
~ ~ o u l d  make i t  necessary f o r  the s t a t e  t o  act as sr 
~:atchdog t o  p r o t e c t  the freed or;^ of ccnscie~ce cf 
f ts t h e r a p i s t s  f r s m  such r e l i g i o u s  @re~azznda ,  
and t h i s  watchdog r o l e  w o d d  then "enta~tgle': ttlc 
s t a t e  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s  i n  an u n e c s n s t i t ~ t i c ~ i d .  
way. 

Tine r e s u l t  of t h i s  i s  t h a t  parents  of chil- 
dren wi th  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a r e  t r i p l y  d i s -  
advantaged i f  they choose t o  provide religious%;: 
o r i en ted  educat ion f o r  tllem: f i rs t ,  because r i t ~ f r  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  handicapped, which i t se l f  alone con- 
s t i t u t e s  a heavy emotional ar,d p s y c ; ~ o l o ~ i ~ ~ ? I  bur-der, 
f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  f z n i l i e s ;  second, be- 
cause they must thensetves suppor t  t h e  p r i v a t e  
school  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  being taxed fo r  p u 5 I . i ~  
f a c i l i t i e s  they do n o t  u se ;  and t h i r d ,  because 
they  a l s o  must pay s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  p r i v a t e  therapy 
provided by the s t a t e  f r e e  of charge t o  those who 
a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  cooperate  wi th  t h e  government edu- 
c a t i o n a l  system. 

For t h e  sake  of argument, we may assume t h a t  
t h e r e  might be v a l i d  p o l i t i c a B  and s o c i o l o g i c a l  
reasons  f o r  such d i sc r imina t ion ,  and perhaps the 
ma jo r i ty  of C h r i s t i a n s  would accept  such uezsons 



a s  su f f i c i en t .  Rut i t  should be recognized t h a t  
discrimination,  not  impa r t i a l i t y ,  i s  precise ly  
what such decisions as Heck v. Pi t t enger  involve. 
They are  not i n t e rp r e t a t i ons  of the  "separation 
of church and s ta te ' ' ;  they are imp9ernerntatEons of 
e policy of supression of the  church by the s t a t e .  
nt present, such implcme~~tat ions  a r e  mild and 
relatively innocuous. But Chr is t ians  shsuld be 
aware t h a t  t h i s  is  where preser-t l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  and regulatory trends are headed, and 
recognize t h a t ,  carrieL! t o  t h e i r  log.,ical conclu- 
sion, tiley will r e s u l t  i n  the re leyat ion of 
Chr is t ians  213d t h e i r  Chr is t ian  conv:ctions t o  the  
f r inges  of t h e i r  own scc ie ty .  

From "Passivity of American C'i~ristia~'rs" 

Chr i s t i an i ty  Today, p. 9 f .  Jan. 6 ,  1376 

w 

Whoever w i l l  not  be l ieve  what Chr is t  and t h e  
Apostles teach of t h e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  of t h e  world 
by t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of Chr is t  w i l l  
na tu ra l ly  a l s o  not be l i eve  what Chr is t  and t h e  
Apostles say  of Holy Scr ip ture .  Whoever r e j e c t s  
God's thoughts and e n t e r t a i n s  h i s  own thoughts on 
Go3 s reconc i l i a t ion  o f  s i n f u l  mankind w i l l  natu- 
rally a l s o  e n t e r t a i n  his own thoughts on God's 
Word, Holy Scr ip tu re ,  even t o  t h e  extent  o f  r e -  
j ec t ing  what God says  regarding Scr ip tu re .  

-- F. Pieper ,  CHRISTIAN DOGMATICS, I ,  268 




